
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
God of Heaven, creator of all we have and 
who we are, we come before You today as 
those who need Your help with faithfulness.  
We long to hear Your words, “Well done good 
and faithful servant,” yet our service to You 
has fallen short.  Give us the strength of Your 
Holy Spirit, that we might set our hearts more 
squarely on the goal of unwavering commit-
ment to Your lordship in all of life. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Throughout the readings this week it is 

brought up several times about being a part 

of an “inner circle.” Most people would see 

the disciples as the group Jesus relied on 

most. When we reflect on that within our 

own lives we can acknowledge that there are 

people we share life moments with. Whether 

they are happy or hard moments, we have 

people we call upon when we need com-

forting. Maybe they are friends or maybe 

even someone in your own family. Take some 

time and discuss that together as a family and 

talk through how you can work together as a 

family unit to help and comfort each other in 

those moments.  

MONDAY 3.15.21                              Mark 9:17-29 
There is so much to unpack within this story! Perhaps the place to 
begin is the father’s initial response to Jesus—”IF you can do 
anything, take pity on us and help us.” His son’s condition is so 
severe, the father is not at all confident Jesus will be able to help 
either, especially in light of the disciples’ failure. With Jesus’ 
words of encouragement, the father goes on to declare the para-
doxical reality that faith and doubt often coexist—”I do believe; 
help me overcome my unbelief!” This powerful confession 
demonstrates that faith is not an “on/off” condition, as if you 
either have it or you don’t. Jesus acts powerfully on this man’s 
plea to be helped with his doubts, casting out the evil spirit. 
When the disciples queried Jesus about what made this case 
different, Jesus responded that “this kind” can only come out 
through prayer. Perhaps Jesus was emphasizing the difference 
between relying on GOD and relying on rituals and formulas to 
accomplish great things. We learn in the story that faith can heal, 
even if it is mixed with doubt, while at the same time, failure to 
pray, or being weak in prayer, can make our faith less effective. 

• Have you ever felt like the father, believing but wanting help 
to overcome disbelief? Does Jesus’ response encourage you? 

TUESDAY 3.16.21                                Mark 9:30-50 
This is now the second time in a row Jesus has had to ask His disci-
ples what they were arguing about! In Sunday’s Scripture, fol-
lowed by yesterday’s reading, the argument was with the crowds 
and the scribes about the disciples’ inability to heal a boy. Now, it 
is an internal argument. Rather than answer, this time they are 
silent, from embarrassment about the content of the argument. 
And they should be embarrassed! Jesus has just told them for the 
second time that He is going to die, and they are arguing about 
rank in the Kingdom He is bringing in! Was the point of Jesus’ 
teaching on His coming death completely lost on them? But notice 
how calmly Jesus moved into the teaching role—sitting down, He 
proceeds to give several more lessons on self-sacrificial humility. 
Christian self-sacrificial humility is not to be confused with eastern 
religious ideas of the self dissolving into nothingness, though. In 
Christianity, the foundation is a deep understanding of our SELVES 
being loved by God, whose goal for us is not nothingness, but our 
selves being perfected. The teaching Jesus gives His disciples in 
response to their selfishness is directly related to the seriousness 
of the road to Christian perfection. 

• Are you still seeking greatness—status, honor, and recogni-
tion? What does the cross imply about that? 

WEDNESDAY 3.17.21                        Mark 10:1-31 
Once again, with Jesus’ confrontation with the Pharisees about 
divorce, we see that Jesus is setting up a Kingdom that is out of 
step with the prevailing culture. Rather than emphasize technical 
issues of exceptions, permissions, or conditions that permit di-
vorce, He instead emphasizes God’s ideals—what marriage is, who 
has created it, and the expectation that NEITHER partner will act 
in a way that destroys it. Jesus’ primary motivation in His strict 
approach is to safeguard women and children in that culture—
easy divorce put both of them at risk. It is a powerful declaration 
of the value and worth of both women and children, consistent 
with Jesus’ overarching ethic of valuing and protecting the vulner-
able. We see this ethic demonstrated again in both of the follow-
ing stories, as Jesus welcomes children into His arms, and insists 
that a rich young man distribute His wealth among the poor. Not 
only would this be a noble act, but in doing so the man who is 
used to comfort would become as vulnerable as women, children, 
and the poor. The man wants wealth in this life AND wealth in 
heaven, and Jesus asks him to choose which is more important. 

• Which of today’s teachings is most challenging for you? What 
is Jesus saying about the path of discipleship? 

THURSDAY 3.18.21                         Mark 10:32-52 
Jesus concluded His teaching yesterday with words about ex-
pecting persecution as a follower. This teaching led Him directly 
into His third and final prediction of His own coming suffering, 
death, and resurrection. And yet again, for the third time, the 
disciples respond to the prediction poorly. The first time, Peter 
rebuked Jesus, the second time, the twelve argued about who 
was greatest, and now, James and John come to Jesus with an 
absurd request for the greatest authority and respect among the 
twelve. And again, for the third time, the disciples’ poor response 
gives Jesus an occasion to teach a Kingdom truth. Jesus came not 
to be served but to serve—His ministry of coming and dying for 
others is the model for everyone who follows Him. As the story 
approaches Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the story of blind Barti-
maeus receiving his sight demonstrates that Jesus’ entire minis-
try has been about His followers coming to see just who Jesus is. 
In this final healing, Jesus demonstrates what He has taught 
about serving all, giving attention to one of the lowest members 
of society, while “bringing sight to the blind,” a clear demonstra-
tion of His identity as the Messianic “Son of David.” 

• James and John were part of Jesus’ “inner circle.” Have YOU 
ever felt like your relationships made you worthy of more? 



FRIDAY 3.19.21                                           Mark 11:1-25 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem has numerous echoes of 
the prophecies of Zechariah 9:9-10. The entire scene makes a 
dramatic announcement—Jesus is God’s king over Israel, and 
over the world. When we recognize this “announcement,” the 
reasons for Jesus’ actions immediately upon entering “His” city 
become evident. He heads straight to the Temple to take stock of 
the spiritual and religious condition of Jerusalem. After this 
“surveillance mission,” the next morning, the “king” heads back 
to the Temple to assert His authority over it. In clearing the Tem-
ple of moneychangers and salesmen, Jesus delivers His judgment 
on what He has found. It is a symbolic, prophetic proclamation 
that God is disappointed in what has become of Judaism. The 
episodes involving the fig tree that bracket the story are allego-
ries for what will happen to the Temple itself: Jesus looked at the 
fig tree, was disappointed in what He saw, and delivered words of 
judgment that were immediately carried out. Jesus looked at the 
Temple, was disappointed in what He saw, enacted words of 
judgment … and will soon predict the Temple’s imminent destruc-
tion. 

• Have you ever thought Jesus just “lost His temper” in the 
Temple? What is Jesus really doing here? 

SATURDAY 3.20.21                           Mark 11:27-12:17 
Of course, Jesus’ actions in the Temple immediately raise the 
issue of Jesus’ authority to take such actions among the Temple 
leadership. This leadership knows that they, themselves, are the 
only ones with the ability to exercise or extend the kind of au-
thority Jesus has claimed. But when Jesus demonstrates the lead-
ership’s inability to respond to a simple question about John the 
Baptists’ authority, He proves that His own authority is indeed 
greater than theirs. Jesus goes on to tell a parable that drives 
home the point—the vineyard that is Israel is about to be taken 
from those who have mismanaged it, and handed over to others 
who will manage it responsibly. Through Jesus and twelve rather 
unimpressive disciples, God will transform Israel and the world. 
Ironically, when the chief priests, scribes, and elders are offend-
ed, and begin plotting to arrest Jesus, they live up to the exact 
characterization Jesus has given them in the parable. But yet 
again, they fail as leaders when they are intimidated by the 
crowds gathering for the celebration of Passover. Instead, they 
begin a desperate search for some tangible evidence so they can 
bring formal religious charges against Jesus. 

• Why is it so hard for those in roles of authority to surrender 
it? How do you view your own authority vs. that of Jesus? 

Daily Study Guide                                                        March 14-20, 2021 

Sermon Series: Skeptical Faith 

Week Four: “What Are You Arguing About?” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, March 14: Mark 9:14-16 

“When Jesus, Peter, James, and John approached the other disciples, they 

saw a large crowd surrounding them and legal experts arguing with them. 

Suddenly the whole crowd caught sight of Jesus. They ran to greet Him, 

overcome with excitement. Jesus asked them, ‘What are you arguing 

about?” (CEB) 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our country and its leaders 
 

The Crothers, Ramierz, and Garza 
families on the loss of Linda 

Crother's Aunt Tome Trevino 
Garza and Uncle Daniel Ramierz  
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