
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Merciful God, we confess that we do not 
always trust that Your power truly is at work 
in and through us. We fail to love as You have 
loved, so we fail to do the great things You 
empower us to do. We come to You confess-
ing these sins, and asking that by the power 
of Your Spirit, You fill us with the power to 
love, and to keep on loving – even when it 
seems impossible, and even when it doesn’t 
make sense. May our lives be filled with Your 
goodness and power, today and every day, as 
we walk in Your Spirit of love.  

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
This week two important questions were 

asked “who have you struggled to love?” and 

“what is the role of prayer here?” These are 

important questions for us to ask as Chris-

tians. We can find it difficult to love everyone 

even though Jesus tells us the importance of 

that. Prayer can also be seen as an after 

thought sometimes when we are walking 

through the valleys. Take time this week as a 

family to talk through how to love others 

better that you might find difficult to love. 

Pray together on those names. Create a space 

in your home to create a prayer area, with a 

list of names and situations that need extra 

prayer.  

MONDAY 3.22.21                           Mark 12:25-34 
After entering the Temple, Jesus was confronted by a series of 
questions—about the source of His authority, about paying taxes, 
about resurrection, and now, about the greatest commandment. 
Jesus readily identifies what He considers the correct answer, 
quoting the Shema from Deuteronomy 6:4-5. Going beyond what 
was asked, though, Jesus gives the commandment that ranks 
SECOND as well, quoting Leviticus 19:18. Love God, and love 
neighbor. Sounds easy. But we must understand that by Jesus’ 
interpretation, we will have great difficulty loving neighbors until 
we not only love God, but have experienced God’s love in return. 
Sometimes, when it’s hard to love others, we think we need to 
simply WILL it—just CHOOSE to love! And it wears us out. Some-
times, we think it means we should “lower the bar,” and convert 
“love your neighbor as yourself” into “be really nice and friendly 
to them.” But Jesus sets the bar high—”love as I have loved you,” 
something almost impossible for us to imagine. But we love be-
cause God first loved us, an infusion of love that changes us at the 
core of who we are, enabling us to truly love. 

• Who have you struggled to love? How has the knowledge of 
God’s love for you impacted that struggle? 

TUESDAY 3.23.21                            Mark 12:35-44 
In Jesus’ day, “Son of David” was a common way for the Jewish 
leadership to refer to the Messiah. But in a Jewish idiom, to be 
“son of” something implied a subordination to that something. 
Jesus insists that because David himself refers to the coming 
Messiah as “my Lord,” David must consider himself inferior to the 
Messiah! In this teaching, then, Jesus suggests that “Son of Da-
vid” is an insufficient label for the Messiah. He is not denying 
Davidic descent, but shifting the emphasis away from the Messi-
ah being the “Son of David,” to His being the “Son of God”! Hav-
ing thus called the language of the leadership into question, Jesus 
issues a warning about ALL of their teachings. After first address-
ing their vanity, He then specifically criticizes their failure to up-
hold a fundamental requirement of the law—protecting widows. 
In fact, Jesus says, they prey upon them instead. In direct contrast 
to them, Jesus points out a poor widow who gives to the Temple 
treasury all she has. The act is even more poignant when we con-
sider the possibility that she is poor specifically BECAUSE of the 
actions of the Temple leadership who prey upon such women. 

• What makes the widow’s offering commendable in compari-
son to that of the rich? Will the rich miss their gifts? Will the 
widow miss hers? What does this imply? 

WEDNESDAY 3.24.21                        Mark 13:1-37 
We have seen Jesus growing increasingly critical of the Temple 
establishment, including predicting that they will be punished for 
their vanity and treatment of widows. This prediction transitions 
easily into Jesus’ words prophesying the destruction of the Tem-
ple itself. This chapter is often referred to as the “Eschatological 
Discourse” due to its emphasis on the end times. Different schol-
ars and Christian believers have different views on interpretation 
of this chapter—whether all of it is in the future to us, all of it is in 
the past to us, or some combination of past and future events 
from our perspective. Jesus speaks both of things that DID come 
to pass, like the destruction of the Temple by Roman forces in 70 
AD. But Jesus also alludes to His Second Coming, something still 
in our future, using apocalyptic language that points to the end of 
ALL time. He predicts betrayal, rebellion, and persecution within 
the church age … but the problem is that the language through-
out seems to link all of these events in the same time frame. 
While we may want more details about all this, in the end, Jesus 
gives the only command we need to worry about: “Watch!” 

• What does the command to “watch” mean to you personal-
ly? What should we be doing until Christ’s return? 

THURSDAY 3.25.21                         Mark 14:1-11 
Beginning with this passage, events move very quickly toward 
Jesus’ crucifixion. These scenes are very familiar to most Chris-
tians, beginning with today’s passage about the anointing of 
Jesus. All of these passages should be read in light of the murder-
ous intentions of the chief priests and scribes. While the authori-
ties look for ways to arrest Jesus and put Him to death, Jesus 
relaxes in a home in Bethany. There, an entire alabaster jar of 
pure nard—one of the costliest of perfuming ointments—is 
poured out on Jesus’ head. Anointing with oil was a highly sym-
bolic action. Given that the woman was a follower of Jesus, it was 
probably perceived as acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah. Yet 
some of Jesus’ followers are indignant at what they perceive as 
waste, not perceiving the woman’s great sacrifice. Jesus rushes 
to her defense, knowing she has expressed her faith and love in 
an extravagant manner. Whereas the disciples are concerned 
with their responsibilities, and the pressing needs of ministry, the 
woman is concerned only with Jesus. Her action stands in stark 
contrast with that of Judas, who provides the chief priests with 
the “sly way” they seek to accomplish their wishes. 

• Does it feel to you like Jesus downplays the needs of the 
poor here? How does the woman’s act reflect true worship? 



FRIDAY 3.26.21                                        Mark 14:12-31 
Mark presents the Last Supper as a Passover meal, as do 
Matthew and Luke. It is at the meal that Jesus predicts His betray-
al—but Mark is not nearly as explicit in his telling of the story that 
Jesus even knows it is Judas who will betray Him, simply saying 
“One of the Twelve” will do it, although we of course already 
know from the end of yesterday’s reading that it is Judas. In using 
language of “the blood of the covenant,” it is clear that Jesus 
understood His impending death as accomplishing atonement for 
sin—it is the language of sacrificial atonement from the Old Tes-
tament book of Leviticus. Jews believed that the human life-force 
was in the blood, so that in the words that form the basis for the 
sacrament of Holy Communion (along with words from 
Matthew’s and Luke’s telling), Jesus invites His disciples to par-
take of His very life, represented by the wine He calls His blood. 
Jesus’ death will facilitate the coming of the Kingdom, and the 
redemption of Israel, through the atonement made by His blood. 
Sadly, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus predicts that it is not only 
Judas who will betray Him, but that every single disciple will 
abandon Him in His time of need. 

• How does your partaking of Holy Communion represent 
your belief in the atonement for sin Jesus makes? 

SATURDAY 3.27.21                                 Mark 14:32-42 
The scene in Gethsemane is one of the most well-known in the 
entire Gospel story. It is a very human representation of Jesus, 
who needs and wants the company of His friends in a time of 
intense emotion and even anguish. The language used 
(“overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”) implies a 
nearly total emotional collapse. In a personal and emotional ap-
peal to His Father, Jesus prays that “if possible,” the hour might 
pass from Him. Of course, God CAN prevent it, “if it is possible” - 
but it happens, meaning it was NOT possible. Some Christians 
struggle with Jesus’ words “not what I will, but what you will,” 
because they seem to suggest that the will of God and the will of 
the SON of God could somehow be different. But in fact, this 
statement helped point the early church toward the doctrine of 
the two natures of Christ, fully divine AND fully human. With the 
failure of the disciples to stay awake, in direct disobedience to 
Jesus’ command, Jesus is depicted as increasingly isolated from 
even His closest friends. The scene culminates with the arrival of 
the betrayer, further emphasizing Jesus’ aloneness. 

• What is the role of prayer here? Was Jesus able to face what 
came because of His prayer? Was the disciples’ failure at all 
a result of their own inability to stay awake to pray? 

Daily Study Guide                                                        March 21-27, 2021 

Sermon Series: Skeptical Faith 

Week Five: “Do You Not Know the Power of God?” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, March 21: Mark 12:18-24 

“Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Jesus and 

asked, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a 

widow but no children, the brother must marry the widow and raise up 

children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first one mar-

ried a woman; when he died, he left no children. The second married her 

and died without leaving any children. The third did the same. None of the 

seven left any children. Finally, the woman died. At the resurrection, when 

they all rise up, whose wife will she be? All seven were married to her.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Isn’t this the reason you are wrong, because you don’t 

know either the scriptures or God’s power?’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our country and its leaders 
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