
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
O God, we confess the blindness that is not 
even aware of sinning; the pride that dares 
not admit that it is wrong; the selfishness that 
can see nothing but its own will; the right-
eousness that knows no fault; the callousness 
that has ceased to care; the defiance that 
does not regret its own sins; the evasion that 
always tries to make excuses; the coldness of 
heart that is too hardened to repent. God, we 
are sinners; be merciful to us. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Family Time: 
When it comes to our faith we can sometimes 

only focus on the uplifting part of Jesus’ jour-

ney. We don’t want to think about the suffer-

ing and painful death He had to endure. We 

see all the miracles He performed and that He 

is the Son of God, but we do not want to see 

all the pain He was put through. We can do 

that in our own lives. We can overlook the 

painful moments and only focus on the good 

in situations. It is important for us to see 

those difficult moments and that God is using 

them to continue to grow us. Spend time this 

week praying together as a family and re-

flecting on how to stay connected when God 

is having you go through those difficult times.  

MONDAY 3.8.21                                 Mark 8:31-33 
Today we read the first of what are known as Jesus’ three 
“passion predictions,” from the Latin patior meaning “to suffer.” 
Each of these predictions will reveal more about what will hap-
pen to Jesus, but each includes predictions of not only suffering, 
but also of resurrection. Did you notice that Jesus said the Son of 
Man MUST suffer and be rejected? In other words, these things 
are both consistent with the divine will and also with the fulfill-
ment of Scripture. To Peter, this prediction seems totally wrong-
headed. Although he sees the Christ, he does not see a suffering, 
dying, and rising Christ. By saying “Get behind me, Satan,” Jesus 
makes clear that Peter’s rebuke is 100% contradictory to God’s 
will—the definition of Satan. While we tend to think of the words 
“get behind me” as Jesus rebuking Peter in return, removing Pe-
ter from His sight, the words can easily be read as imploring Peter 
to “get back in line” - to “back” Jesus, to “get behind Him,” so he 
can follow once again. As Jesus then says, Peter needs to stop 
thinking like a human, and see the will of God in Jesus’ words. 

• Have you ever felt like Peter—on board with the humanitari-
an mission of Jesus as He teaches and heals, but not wanting 
to confront Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection? 

TUESDAY 3.9.21                                Mark 8:34-9:1 
When Jesus told the crowds they needed to “take up their cross-
es,” it would have immediately called to mind the image of a 
condemned person carrying their cross to the place of execu-
tion—walking into death itself. But Jesus insists that finding real 
life is intimately tied to “losing our lives for Jesus and for the gos-
pel.” The hard truth Jesus is teaching here is that salvation is 
utterly bound up with the gospel, and with Jesus. Either one em-
braces the gospel and lives by its demands, even if it costs one 
their very life, or, one avoids the apparent difficulties and dangers 
of living this way, thinking they will save their life by living apart 
from it, and end up perishing. God wants every single human 
being to be saved, because every single human being is of incom-
parable value. No accumulation of worldly goods can outweigh 
the value of a single human soul. For anyone to be lost would be 
an unspeakable loss! But the condition of entering into this salva-
tion is to embrace the cross—both Jesus’ and our own. We must 
always remember—we are called into this kind of surrender be-
cause God is FOR us, not against us. And we cannot pick and 
choose what we like about Jesus, advocating His love, mercy, and 
compassion but ignoring the call to take up our cross. 

• Do you ever pick and choose what you like about Jesus? 

WEDNESDAY 3.10.21                             Mark 9:2-4 
We usually take the first verse of chapter nine (which we read 
yesterday) as reflecting what Jesus claimed would happen before 
the first generation of followers died off completely. But notice 
how closely those words are linked to today’s reading—9:2 says, 
that a mere six days later, several of those present were witness-
es to the most dramatic proof that the Kingdom of God really 
HAD come with power—Jesus’ Transfiguration! While this might 
seem like “just another miracle story” (Jesus can glow supernatu-
rally, just like He can walk on water!), much more is going on 
here. Notice the passive language—Jesus was acted upon by out-
side forces. He “was transfigured” before them (the Greek word 
here is “metamorphosed”). The inner core of disciples had the 
great privilege of getting a glimpse of Jesus in His divine nature. 
When Moses and Elijah appear, casually talking with Jesus, it is a 
vivid demonstration that the Law (Moses) and the Prophets 
(Elijah) are perfectly compatible with Jesus. Jesus is not hostile to 
what God has earlier revealed in the Jewish Scriptures. The scene 
is a visual representation of ALL of God’s revealed truth! 

• Do you ever feel like the Old Testament is contradictory to 
the New? What does this scene imply about that? 

THURSDAY 3.11.21                                Mark 9:5-6 
We need to keep in mind that in the ancient world, seeing an 
angel or a heavenly being was considered dangerous, or even life
-threatening! This is why we so often see the heavenly beings in 
these encounters saying “do not be afraid” as their opening 
words! Peter must have been astounded, and even frightened, 
by what he saw. His gut reaction is “let’s put up three shelters for 
you all!” There’s a lot of debate about what his intentions were. 
Some say he wanted to encourage the discussion to continue 
indefinitely in a more comfortable way, or that the presence of 
Moses on the mountain reminded Peter of the way the Israelites 
lived in shelters (booths) during their wilderness wanderings. 
Most likely, though, Peter wanted to honor all three—Moses, 
Elijah, and Jesus—with “shrines” dedicate to them. The paren-
thetical comment that Peter didn’t know what to say suggests 
that whatever is motivation, the comment was inappropriate. 
The event is so amazing, so impressive, that even Jesus’ closest 
disciples don’t know how to respond, or what to make of it!  

• Have you ever had what you would describe as a 
“mountaintop” experience of Jesus? Did you want to stay in 
that moment forever? Why is it necessary for us to “come 
back down from the mountain”? 



FRIDAY 3.12.21                                               Mark 9:7-8 
Imagine a darkness enveloping the scene on the mountain, such 
that the radiant Jesus could be seen even more distinctly—
overshadowing the presence of even Moses and Elijah! Then, 
read God’s words putting the emphasis on the first and last 
words—”THIS is my Son, whom I love. Listen to HIM.” The time of 
Moses and Elijah is over—although both of them support Jesus. 
Moses and Elijah are not rejected, but their teaching is incorpo-
rated within Jesus’ teaching. Don’t miss the fact that God speaks 
this emphatic truth immediately after Jesus’ first passion predic-
tion. God proclaims, now, that Jesus is STILL God’s beloved Son 
(remember, He said the same thing at Jesus’ baptism), even 
though His destiny is to suffer and die. This affirmation comes for 
the disciples at a most critical time—right when the disciples 
would be most likely to abandon Jesus, because Jesus has just 
told them that they, too, must take up their crosses if they want 
to follow him. Now, with God’s words fresh on their hearts, the 
disciples see no one but Jesus. Jesus is supreme, and only Jesus 
can accomplish God’s redemptive plan. It is an invitation for us, 
too, to see only Jesus as God’s sufficient gift for our salvation. 

• Do you try to augment your faith life with things outside of 
Christianity? Why does God insist Jesus is all we need? 

SATURDAY 3.13.21                                     Mark 9:9-13 
Once again, Jesus gives a command for Peter, James, and John to 
keep silent about what they have seen. This signals that these 
disciples have seen something central to the gospel, but not to be 
proclaimed until after Jesus’ resurrection. They are obedient, but 
the whole episode has caused questions to arise based on their 
own faith traditions. They debate “rising from the dead” - and 
specifically, the relationship between Jesus’ resurrection and the 
teaching of the scribes that Elijah would come before the “End of 
Days.” It is basically a challenge to Jesus—how can all this be true 
if Elijah hasn’t appeared yet? Unlike Matthew’s Gospel, Mark 
does not have Jesus make the connection between Elijah and 
John the Baptist explicit. Still, it is clear that in Jesus’ view, Elijah, 
John the Baptist, and He Himself are tightly intertwined. Some-
how, John the Baptist, with the “spirit of Elijah,” has come and 
“restored all things.” John initiated a wave of spiritual revival that 
Jesus continued. Many thousands of Jews turned to God, opening 
their hearts to receive Jesus, too. John had restored the world to 
a readiness to see God in Jesus, and His violent, unjust death 
points to Jesus’ own. But unlike John, Jesus will be raised and 
glorified, fully vindicated of any wrongdoing. 

• How was your heart opened to a readiness to receive Jesus? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           March 7-13, 2021 

Sermon Series: Skeptical Faith 

Week Three: “Who Do You Say I Am?” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, March 7: Mark 8:27-29 

“Jesus and His disciples went into the villages near Caesarea Philippi. On 

the way He asked His disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ They told 

Him, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others one of the 

prophets.’ He asked them, ‘And what about you? Who do you say that I 

am?’ Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ.’ Jesus ordered them not to tell 

anyone about Him.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Prayer Requests 

Linda Crothers 
Lyle Crothers 
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Charlotte Ottley 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our country and its leaders 
 

The Davis family on the loss of 
Don Davis’ wife,  

Vera Davis 
 

The Crothers, Ramierz, and Garza 
families on the loss of Linda 

Crother's Aunt Tome Trevino 
Garza and Uncle Daniel Ramierz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


