
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Almighty and most merciful God, we have 
strayed from Your ways like lost sheep, we 
have followed our desires and we ask Your 
forgiveness for the things that we have done 
and the things that we have left undone. 
Today we confess our sins, and we ask that 
You would have mercy on us according to 
Your promise through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Help us to live holy lives as a people re-
deemed by Your love. Amen.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We can struggle with judging others based on 

their life choices, but God calls us to love 

everyone. No matter what they do or how 

they act we are called to walk alongside them 

and love them even if we do not agree with 

them. That can be difficult to do, it can be 

even more difficult when it is your own fami-

ly. Siblings can fight over a million things but 

we are called to love them always. Have a 

conversation with your family about how to 

love each other better. Discuss how you could 

resolve conflicts moving forward and remem-

ber that God calls us to love our neighbors as 

we love Him.  

MONDAY 4.12.21                              Romans 1:1-7 
In our daily readings for Lent, we spent six weeks reading through 
the Gospel of Mark. The Christian “Season of Easter” runs from 
Easter Sunday through the day of Pentecost, so in response to 
the Resurrection, we are going to spend this season reading 
through one of the clearest expressions of Christian belief ever 
written—Paul’s letter to the Romans. If you have been reading 
the daily Scriptures from Mark, you may have noticed that like 
Mark, Paul too begins his letter with a declaration of Jesus’ identi-
ty as the Son of God. This has been, is, and always will be a prima-
ry declaration of the gospel of Jesus—that He demonstrated His 
identity as the unique Son of God by His resurrection from the 
dead. But Paul also begins with an affirmation regarding the abso-
lute continuity between the Old Testament and Jesus Christ, a 
theme that is an essential element of the letter to the Romans. 
Yet the final point Paul makes in this theologically rich opening is 
that his purpose in writing is to call Gentiles (non-Jews) into faith 
in Jesus also—and he explicitly lets “you,” the reader, know that 
you are one of those who are called. 

• What does it mean to you to know that you are called “to 
the obedience that comes from faith”? 

TUESDAY 4.13.21                            Romans 1:8-17 
Most of the letters of Paul that we have in the New Testament 
were written to towns that Paul had visited and where he had 
established relationships and formed churches. The letter to the 
Romans is different—Paul did not know them, but had been long-
ing to travel to meet them for some time. He acknowledges that 
through God’s grace he expects that the faith of both him and the 
people in the Roman church would be mutually strengthened by 
a visit. His own faith has been edified by both Greeks and non-
Greeks (in other words, Gentiles and Jews), and he has heard 
wonderful reports about the impact of the faith of the Romans. In 
the final two verses of this section of the letter, Paul lays forth 
the theme statement of his entire letter—more or less a sum-
mary of his entire theology. Salvation is through the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. God’s offer of salvation began with his covenant 
relationship with the Jews, but is now being offered to the Gen-
tiles. And the righteousness that God has always wanted for His 
covenant people comes in one way, and one way only—through 
faith. 

• To whom do you feel obligated with regard to your own 
faith? What does it mean to you to “live by faith,” on a prac-
tical level? 

WEDNESDAY 4.14.21                    Romans 1:18-32 
With verse 18, Paul begins to lay out the full exposition of his 
theology. He begins where the history of creation begins—with 
sin. Although humanity had evidence of God’s goodness all 
around them, in the creation itself, they created idols and wor-
shipped them instead of the true God. As a result, God gave us 
what we wanted, so that today, our desires rule us, rather than 
God ruling us—even if those desires are opposed to God’s will. In 
essence, this is God allowing humanity to face the consequences 
of their own decisions. Although Paul certainly emphasizes issues 
of sexuality, we should not miss the fact that Paul gives no lesser 
condemnation to every conceivable human failing. It isn’t just 
matters concerning sexuality, it is envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice, gossip, slander, insolence, arrogance, boastfulness, diso-
bedience to parents, senselessness, faithlessness, heartlessness, 
and ruthlessness. The point of Paul’s laundry list is that every 
single human being can find themselves in at least one of the 
behaviors Paul delineates. Each of them is equally deserving of 
death, and each of them is both tolerated and promoted by parts 
of human society. 

• Where do you find yourself in Paul’s list, if you are honest? 

THURSDAY 4.15.21                         Romans 2:1-16 
So here’s the even bigger problem. Even though every one of us 
can find ourselves in Paul’s list of sinful behaviors, we just love to 
condemn those behaviors in others while ignoring them in our-
selves. We do this even though we know that our own actions 
deserve death, preferring to rely on God’s mercy and kindness 
toward US at least, instead. If we persist in behaving this way 
even when we know this, we will experience God’s wrath. If we 
instead seek the eternal life God offers through obedience to 
what God has made known to us, we will receive glory, honor, 
and peace. Paul insists that those who have received God’s law 
(the Jews) and who willfully live in disobedience to it will be 
judged by the awareness they have been given through the law. 
Those who have not been given the law (pagans and Gentiles) 
will be judged by what they HAVE been given—remember at the 
beginning of yesterday’s reading that Paul insisted that God’s 
character has been  made known to everyone, “being under-
stood from what has been made, so that men are without ex-
cuse.” Like Jesus, Paul is confident that Judgment Day will arrive 
one day—we have been warned. 

• How does the reality of Judgment Day impact your day to 
day behavior?  



FRIDAY 4.16.21                                       Romans 2:17-29 
In today’s passage, Paul sounds a lot like Jesus when he talked 
about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and the Jewish leadership in 
Jerusalem! God’s historic covenant relationship with the Jews 
gave many of them a sense of invincibility—that as those chosen 
by God to be the vehicle for God to be revealed to the world, 
their status before God was secure. But like Jesus, Paul insists 
that the assumption is invalid. The covenant relationship is not 
defined as merely a matter of “membership,” marked by circum-
cision, but by adherence to God’s law. Even one outside the cir-
cumcised community who understands and is obedient to God’s 
will is more secure in relationship with God than a circumcised 
Jew who ignores the law. Paul is laying the groundwork here for a 
new definition of “relationship with God.” It is not the initiatory 
rite of circumcision that God looks at, it is not membership in the 
“club” of Judaism that God looks at, but the orientation of the 
heart. The Holy Spirit can enter into ANY human heart, Jew or 
Gentile, and turn it toward obedience. THAT, Paul says, is REAL 
circumcision, the “mark” of a truly secure relationship with God. 

• Why do both Jesus and Paul make such a big deal about 
hypocrisy? Why is it such a problem for human beings? Can 
you identify, and root out, hypocrisy in your own life? 

SATURDAY 4.17.21                                    Romans 3:1-8 
Using standard ancient language associated with rhetorical 
speech, Paul addresses the question that yesterday’s reading 
clearly brings to the surface: Does it make any difference, then, if 
I AM a Jew, anymore? The Jews really were proud of the fact that 
their ethnic group was chosen by God to be the channel for God’s 
grace to be revealed in the world. But Paul makes it sound like 
the unfaithfulness of so many Jews makes Judaism an embarrass-
ment, not something to be proud of. But Paul insists that is not 
the case! The unfaithfulness of the Jews actually served to por-
tray to the world the absolute faithfulness of God, EVEN WHEN 
GOD’S PEOPLE ARE UNFAITHFUL! But again using the language of 
rhetoric, Paul responds to yet another potential follow-up argu-
ment: Well, in that case, I can get away with disregarding obedi-
ence, because God’s faithfulness shines through even more when 
I AM disobedient! And that’s a good thing! And it’s unfair if God 
punishes me when my actions have resulted in a good thing! Paul 
will have none of it. That merely “human argument” is foolish and 
misses the point entirely. God’s condemnation of such evil think-
ing, Paul says, is much deserved. 

• How is Paul trying to close any potential “loopholes” in his 
argument here? Why are we so drawn to finding loopholes? 

Daily Study Guide                                                          April 11-17, 2021 

Sermon Series: Skeptical Faith 

Week Eight: “Skeptical Faith: A Retrospective” - Revs. J. David Israel and Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, April 11: Mark 9:24 

“At that the boy’s father cried out, ‘I have faith; help my lack of 

faith!’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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The Hunter and Polles  
families on the loss of  
Betty Polles’ brother,  

John Hunter 
 

The D’Errico family on the 
loss of Tony D’Errico’s  

father, Len D’Errico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 
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