
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Spirit of Truth, we confess that we have not 
loved one another as You have loved us.  We 
are quick to find fault and speak ill of others, 
sins that undermine the fellowship of believ-
ers.  We have let strangers and seekers 
among us feel like outsiders.  We have not 
done our best to carry the Good News of 
Jesus Christ beyond the walls of the church. 
Forgive our casual disregard of Jesus’ com-
mand to go and make disciples.  Forgive us 
for not using faithfully the powerful gifts of 
love and service You have given Your church. 
Renew a right spirit within us, that we may 
carry the love and mercy of Christ from this 
place into our weekday community and to 
the world beyond.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Jesus calls us to love others and to show His 

grace to everyone even those we disagree or 

have conflict with. It can be difficult for us to 

always extend that love and grace. We know 

that someday Jesus will return and until then 

we are to be the Body of Christ and continue 

to do His work. Whether we agree or disagree 

with someone, God wants us to love them 

and learn how to accept their thoughts and 

feelings even when they are different from 

our own. Take time as a family this week to 

walk through what that looks like for each of 

you. How can you be the Body of Christ in the 

most loving and graceful way?  

MONDAY 5.17.21                       Romans 13:8-14 
The conclusion of today’s reading demonstrates just how much of 
Paul’s ethical teaching is driven by the expectation of the immi-
nent return of Christ. We might rephrase what Paul is saying here 
in today’s language like this: “You never know when Christ might 
return and demand an accounting of your behavior, so you’d 
better behave in a Christian manner all the time.” That implies 
avoiding doing the kinds of things that people tend to do under 
cover of darkness—things like carousing, debauchery, and drunk-
enness. Instead, we are to “clothe ourselves” the way Jesus was 
“clothed” - living out a foundational ethic of love. If, like Jesus, we 
really live out the command to love our neighbor as ourselves 
(whether they are Christian or not), many of the Ten Command-
ments that have to do with interactions with others will auto-
matically be fulfilled, because love precludes doing them. Paul is 
saying that the actions arising from love of neighbor due to a 
transformed heart of grace, rather than because a particular law 
demands a particular action, meet God’s requirements in a far 
more fulfilling way than simply doing what meets “the letter of 
the law.” 

• Does the possibility of Christ’s return affect your behavior? 

TUESDAY 5.18.21                          Romans 14:1-23 
The practical implications of loving our neighbor come to the 
forefront in today’s reading. Apparently, many Gentile Christians 
were looking down on Jewish Christians who were still obeying 
Jewish food and Sabbath-keeping laws. For Paul, some things that 
had previously been ethical requirements for being a good and 
godly Jew (like obeying food laws and observing the Sabbath on 
Saturday) were, in his view, now optional and not obligatory. 
Jews in Paul’s day would have been shocked at Paul’s suggestion 
that such issues were matters of individual conscience. But the 
point Paul is making is not about these issues themselves, but 
about how people with a freer conscience about them interact 
with those whose consciences are still convicted about following 
the requirements of the law. The admonition to live in peace with 
others, in so much as it is up to us (from chapter 12), means car-
ing enough to modify our behavior—even if we are in the right—
to avoid offending the more sensitive person. Paul says it is mor-
ally wrong to indulge in permitted behaviors if it means that the 
faith of the other person, who truly believes the behavior to be 
wrong, will be harmed by the action. 

• How do Paul’s teachings here embody humility? Are you 
willing to modify your behavior for the sake of others? 

WEDNESDAY 5.19.21                   Romans 15:1-13 
Paul clearly identifies with those who have a broader understand-
ing of what is permissible with regard to food laws and Sabbath-
keeping, who he calls “the strong” versus those who are still 
bound by conscience to the Jewish laws, whom he calls “the 
weak.” But as Christians, we do not live to please ourselves, but 
in a spirit of servanthood, we live to please others. The “strong” 
should not attempt to impose their practices on the “weak,” be-
cause to do so would only cause division, and Paul desperately 
wants unity in the church. We also see here that while Paul be-
lieves Christians are not under the Law of Moses, he still believes 
that ALL of the Old Testament can instruct Christians without 
requiring them to keep various commandments that Paul sees as 
obsolete for Christ-followers: “Everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Paul 
quotes numerous passages from the Old Testament to make it 
clear that God has had plans for the Gentiles all along. Thus, Gen-
tile and Jewish Christians must “accept one another, just as Christ 
accepted you.” 

• How accepting are you of others with whom you disagree? 

THURSDAY 5.20.21                    Romans 15:14-22 
To begin his conclusion, Paul returns to the themes he began 
with back in chapter 1. He renews his flattery of his Roman audi-
ence, while at the same time “excusing” the bold challenges he 
has set forth in his letter, through his self-identification as God’s 
chosen vessel for bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gen-
tiles. Using language he rarely does in his other letters, Paul re-
fers to his own “priestly” duties (Paul was NOT a Jewish priest), 
as well as to his own performing of miracles during his journeys. 
He gives all credit for his accomplishments to the power of Christ 
working through him to achieve God’s ultimate purposes for the 
Gentiles. He refers to his success “from Jerusalem all the way 
around to Illyricum” - in other words, throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean regions—taking the gospel of Jesus Christ into 
Gentile regions that have not been previously evangelized. Until 
this work in the eastern Mediterranean was completed, Paul had 
been hindered from traveling further west. In tomorrow’s read-
ing, we will read of Paul’s sense of completion of this work, and 
his desire to pass through Rome (which had already been evan-
gelized) on his way to Spain (which had not). 

• Have you ever felt called toward one thing, but also com-
pelled to finish something else before moving on to it? 



FRIDAY 5.21.21                                    Romans 15:23-33 
It is through Paul’s comments in this part of his letter that we are 
able to date the writing of the letter, with some precision, to 
around 57 to 58 AD. Acts 20 describes the conclusion of Paul’s 
ministries in the eastern Mediterranean, while Acts 21 describes 
Paul’s journey to Jerusalem and subsequent arrest there. In to-
day’s text from Romans, Paul describes his plans to take the col-
lection he has raised among the Gentiles in the eastern Mediter-
ranean to Jerusalem for the benefit of the poor Jewish believers 
there. But Paul is also keenly aware of the potential danger he 
faces from “the unbelievers in Judea,” and asks for the prayers of 
the Roman readers of his letter. Paul, himself, had once been 
zealous to wipe out the sect of Christ-followers, and knew that he 
would face a severe test in Jerusalem. In fact, he hopes that his 
visit to Rome on the way to Spain will be a time of respite and 
refreshment from a challenging stay in Jerusalem. But we know 
from Acts that Paul’s fears were justified, as circumstances did 
not turn out the way Paul hoped. Rather than freely returning to 
Rome on his way to Spain, Paul was arrested, eventually being 
sent to Rome to appeal his arrest before Caesar. 

• Have you asked for others to pray for you as you are about 
to face a challenge? Was your experience like Paul’s? 

SATURDAY 5.22.21                               Romans 16:1-27 
Students of Romans often ask, “Why do we need to read and/or 
study all of these personal greetings at the end of the letter”? But 
when we ignore, or skip over, this chapter of Romans, we miss 
the significant role of Paul’s social network in accomplishing his 
mission to the Gentiles. Paul asks for no fewer than 27 specific 
coworkers in the faith to be greeted in Rome, including Priscilla 
and Aquila who have planted house churches in Corinth, Ephesus, 
and are now in Rome! Numerous other groups of people are also 
sent greetings. Paul begins, though, by commending “our sister 
Phoebe” to those to whom he sends the letter, asking them to 
receive her as they would Paul himself. Phoebe is clearly identi-
fied as a “deacon” of the “church” in Cenchrea—the first known 
reference to a woman holding such a church office. Most likely, 
Phoebe is a vanguard for Paul, arriving ahead of Paul’s anticipat-
ed arrival, to prepare a place for him, and she almost certainly 
was the one who carried this letter to Rome and even read it to 
them on Paul’s behalf. Paul ends by listing 8 others with him who 
send their greetings to Rome as well. The church often thinks of 
Paul, alone, as apostle to the Gentiles, but chapter 16 demon-
strates clearly Paul’s reliance on a strong network of believers. 

• Who makes up YOUR social network for sharing the gospel? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           May 16-22, 2021 

Sermon Series: Being Moved 

Week Five: “A Discerning Spirit” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, May 16: 1 Corinthians 2:6 -12 

“What we say is wisdom to people who are mature. It isn’t a wisdom that 

comes from the present day or from today’s leaders who are being reduced 

to nothing. We talk about God’s wisdom, which has been hidden as a se-

cret. God determined this wisdom in advance, before time began, for our 

glory. It is a wisdom that none of the present-day rulers have understood, 

because if they did understand it, they would never have crucified the Lord 

of glory! But this is precisely what is written: God has prepared things for 

those who love Him that no eye has seen, or ear has heard, or that haven’t 

crossed the mind of any human being. God has revealed these things to us 

through the Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, including the depths of 

God. Who knows a person’s depths except their own spirit that lives in 

them? In the same way, no one has known the depths of God except God’s 

Spirit. We haven’t received the world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so that we can 

know the things given to us by God.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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The Buckley family on the loss 
of Brian Buckley’s father,  

Dan Buckley 
 

The Tello family on the passing 
of Alberto  Tello's father  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


