
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, forgive us when we fail to respond 
to Your call with faith. Forgive us when we 
are constrained by our narrow understanding 
of discipleship, and our clouded sense of pur-
pose. Forgive us when we are frightened of 
the future and when we pull back from the 
demand of Your calling. Forgive us when we 
fail to sense Your presence in our past, when 
we fail to acknowledge Your grace in our 
present, and when we fail to trust You for our 
future. Through Your Holy Spirit, we offer 
ourselves in discipleship, standing in the as-
surance of Your acceptance  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We are called to be disciples of God and to 

lead others to know Him and follow His right-

eous path. The next generation behind each 

of you is watching how to act and how you 

treat others. God wants us to show them His 

ways and how we can lead them to continue 

to follow Him. As a family take time to discuss 

how each of you can help lead the generation 

behind you. Even the children in the family 

can be leading by example for their younger 

friends or family members. Create a list of 

ways you will do this and how you can hold 

each other accountable.  

MONDAY 6.14.21                     Philippians 2:12-18 
The Bible has two very important things to say about salvation. 
First—we cannot work for our salvation. Second—we must work 
out our salvation. Do those statements sound contradictory? 
They are not. Our salvation is a free gift from God. There is no 
work we can do to earn it. But at the same time, we must work 
out, every day, how to respond to the grace that God has so 
freely given to us. When Paul writes about working out our salva-
tion with fear and trembling, he’s talking about the fact that we 
don’t really believe that God has given us the power to NOT sin. 
We might believe that we are no longer under the penalty of sin 
(we are forgiven), but deep inside, we believe that sin still has 
power over us, and that we are powerless to stop it. But this re-
flects a deeper belief in our own broken experience of the world 
than in God’s power to defeat sin in our lives. Truth be told, we 
have greater faith in the power of sin than in the power of God to 
DEFEAT sin. Working out our salvation in fear and trembling 
means living as if we believe that we really are becoming 
“blameless and pure,” by the power of God—that we are being 
“made new.” Part of that newness is that sin has lost its power! 

• Do you want to be freed from living like sin is still in power? 

TUESDAY 6.15.21                     Philippians 2:19-30 
It’s fascinating that Paul moves straight from the profound theo-
logical statements in the first part of chapter 2 to the practical 
issue of sending Timothy and Epaphroditus back to the Philippi-
ans! But there are profound points to be made, even in this 
seemingly personal information. Notice in verses 20 and 21 that 
“looking to the interests of Jesus Christ” is directly equated to 
taking a genuine interest in the welfare of others rather than 
looking out for my own interests. Stop and think about that for a 
moment! Timothy, Paul says, embodies this Christian ethic more 
than anyone he knows. We often talk today about creating a 
culture of disciples who make disciples who make disciples. Timo-
thy was Paul’s next-generation disciple, and he got it. And we 
know from Paul’s letter to Timothy that Timothy was already 
teaching the gospel to others, who were now two generations 
removed from Paul’s disciple-making. Being a disciple isn’t always 
easy—poor Epaphroditus almost died in service to Christ with 
Paul. Yet somehow, none of them stopped the work of making 
disciples. YOUR faith is a product of THEIR disciple-making, even 
though it is 2,000 years removed from the words we read today. 

• Who is a next-generation disciple after you? What are you 
teaching them about looking out for the interests of Jesus? 

WEDNESDAY 6.16.21                Philippians 3:1-11 
On Monday, we mentioned that our works have nothing to do 
with our salvation. But at the time this was written, Paul was still 
dealing with Jewish Christians insisting on things like circumci-
sion—which pointed to a failure to grasp the fundamental point 
of salvation by faith in Christ alone. Paul says, look, if that’s what 
it’s all about, I’ve got more trophies to put on display than any-
one ... and he lays them out to be viewed in verses five and six! 
But Paul says that now, all those trophies are like garbage to him. 
Actually, he uses a far cruder word than “garbage,” suggesting 
that they are ripe for the sewer, not the trash heap! The only 
trophy Paul is interested in is the cross. Sometimes, still today, 
we find ourselves being proud of our spiritual trophies. “I’ve gone 
to Bible study every week for 10 years.” “I’ve been a Sunday 
School teacher for 20 years.” “I know ten people whose conver-
sion to Christianity I had a hand in.” “I’ve been on 15 mission 
trips.” We all want to be appreciated and affirmed. But Paul in-
sists, our works don’t make us righteous, however awesome they 
are. “Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 
sharing in His suffering” is who makes us righteous. 

• Are you still seeking righteousness from spiritual trophies? 

THURSDAY 6.17.21                 Philippians 3:12-4:1 
Paul used athletics metaphors frequently in his writing. Today, he 
writes about “pressing on toward the goal,” and “winning the 
prize”! Back on Monday, we read about “running or laboring in 
vain,” and he used similar language about “running the race” and 
“fighting the good fight” in Galatians 2:2, 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, 
and 2 Timothy 4:7. Why did Paul use this metaphor so frequent-
ly, even encouraging us to “take such a view of things”? Perhaps 
it’s because when you’re an athlete, you learn early to put past 
failures, and even past victories, behind you, and think only 
about the next challenge ahead of you. The secret is always to be 
in training for the next race, the next challenge—and training is 
all about practice, practice, practice. Perhaps that’s why Paul 
follows up his “pressing on toward the goal to win the prize” 
metaphor with encouragement to always live according to his 
example (to keep on practicing?), and not to live as enemies 
(opponents?) of the cross of Christ. The Philippians, Paul says, are 
“my joy and crown” - the crowning proof of at least one victori-
ous race, the race to bring the Philippians to faith in Christ. Keep 
acting like the crown was deserved, Paul says! 

• Does Paul’s athletics metaphor work for you? Are you 
putting defeats behind you, and practicing for the next win? 



FRIDAY 6.18.21                                    Philippians 4:2-9 
Ever wonder how mortified Euodia and Syntyche would have 
been to know that their disagreement would be immortalized in 
Scripture? It’s interesting, in today’s world, to note well that Paul 
doesn’t ask them to get along even though they disagree. He tells 
them to “agree with each other in the Lord.” Paul’s goal is “like-
mindedness,” and it has been ever since his commandments in 
2:2-3. We need to ask ourselves—how is like-mindedness 
achieved? Our problem is that we equate the church to social 
culture, and because we are deeply certain that Republicans and 
Democrats will never achieve “like-mindedness,” we assume the 
church should not bother to pursue it, either. But the clear direc-
tion of Scripture is to seek like-mindedness, not simply a pretend 
unity or a politically correct tolerance. Paul wrote “make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one 
in spirit and purpose” (2:2). Maybe the secret is to get serious 
about what Paul asks of us in today’s reading: giving evidence of 
gentleness; not being anxious; praying and petitioning God; pur-
suing what is right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praise-
worthy—putting into practice what we have read in Paul’s letter.  

• Do you believe like-mindedness, as Paul describes it, is possi-
ble? 

SATURDAY 6.19.21                          Philippians 4:10-23 
Verse 13: “I can do everything through Him who gives me 
strength.” This is perhaps one of Paul’s best-known sayings … but 
it is probably one of the most taken-out-of-context sayings in the 
entire New Testament. So, look at the context in which it is as-
serted—learning to be content whatever the circumstances. Paul 
is not advocating an “I can do anything I set my mind to as long as 
I am a Christian and Jesus helps me” approach to life. That ap-
proach is centered in the self, and we have seen throughout this 
letter that that is the last place Paul would put the center. What 
the context shows us is that what Paul means is “I can endure 
anything, I can persevere through anything, I can in fact, thrive 
through anything life throws at me because Jesus lives in me and 
gives me strength.” That is a Christ-centered approach to this 
often-quoted verse, that helps us to avoid the inevitable ques-
tioning of personal faith that happens when we expect Jesus to 
help us succeed at our next job interview or personal achieve-
ment goal, only to fail. In fact, it is precisely the ability to be con-
tent even in the face of those kinds of failures that Paul is talking 
about in this passage! 

• Are you equally content in plenty or in need? If not, how are 
you growing toward this goal of having Christ in you? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           June 13-19, 2021 

Sermon Series: The Call 

Week One: “The Call” - Responding to the call of God 

Scripture for Sunday, June 13: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

“The LORD’s word came to me: ‘Before I created you in the womb I knew 

you; before you were born I set you apart; I made you a prophet to the 

nations.’ ‘Ah, LORD God,’ I said, ‘I don’t know how to speak because I’m 

only a child.’ The LORD responded, ‘Don’t say, “I’m only a child.” Where I 

send you, you must go; what I tell you, you must say. Don’t be afraid of 

them, because I’m with you to rescue you,’ declares the LORD. Then the 

LORD stretched out His hand, touched my mouth, and said to me, ‘I’m 

putting my words in your mouth. This very day I appoint you over nations 

and empires, to dig up and pull down, to destroy and demolish, to build and 

plant’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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