
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  

 

 

 

 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Family Time: 
We hear it all the time, that we should act like 

Jesus. That we should love others uncondi-

tionally and treat others with kindness and 

grace. It can be difficult sometimes for us to 

act like Jesus though. People can be rude or 

unfair and it has us questioning our motiva-

tions and actions towards them. But Christ 

tells us that in order for us to follow His path 

we have to love everyone, no matter what! 

Take time this week as a family to discuss 

what this could be like for each of you. Work 

out a system of how you could pause in those 

difficult moments and remember to follow 

the way of God.  

MONDAY 6.7.21               2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 
The letter of 2 Thessalonians ends with familiar themes of avoid-
ing false teachers and keeping to the way of life Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy had modeled and given instruction on earlier. But this 
passage also raises some practical application issues in the mod-
ern day—is it still true that “if someone will not work, they shall 
not eat”? Is there a difference between “will not” and “cannot”? 
What about that person’s children? Should they starve because 
of a parent’s choices? The letter does not dive into such issues, 
but it seems clear that what is being addressed is “moochers” - 
people who take advantage— and not real charity cases. And 
what about shunning? Is avoiding community with wayward be-
lievers still the best approach to take today? Is it OK to try to 
shame someone else into returning to Christ? In the context of 
the letter, in the VERY early church, the intent of disassociating 
from a wayward believer was to avoid being tempted to the same 
straying, while also stressing the critical importance of keeping to 
the true faith in both word and deed. It provided clear communi-
cation to the surrounding community of the uncompromising 
nature of commitment to Christ, following Him as Lord. 

• How would you apply today’s teachings in today’s world? 

TUESDAY 6.8.21                                 Acts 16:11-40 
Philippi was the first major city in Europe that Paul visited—not 
far from the port city of Neapolis, on the Aegean Sea. After estab-
lishing a Christian community in the home of a businesswoman 
named Lydia, Paul and Silas found themselves flogged and impris-
oned. After using their Roman citizenship to their advantage, they 
departed Philippi for the nearby city of Thessalonica. The letters 
to Thessalonica that we have just finished reading are from early 
in Paul’s ministry, whereas the letter we have to the church in 
Philippi (“Philippians”) is actually from fairly late in Paul’s life, 
even though he visited it first. Now, Paul is in prison, again—
probably in either Caesarea Maritima or Rome itself, awaiting a 
trial that he knows could result in a death sentence, but from 
which he expects to be released. As we begin a two week study 
of Philippians, keep this context in mind. Paul insists upon “joy” in 
all things because of his absolute trust in God’s faithfulness. Even 
from prison, Paul keeps at his missional task, calling upon the 
Philippian church to resolve their differences for the sake of 
Christ. Paul’s prison behavior in today’s reading gives us an early 
glimpse of how Paul never let personal circumstances negatively 
impact the carrying out of his calling. 

• How did Paul’s faith motivate his behavior in the prison? 

WEDNESDAY 6.9.21                  Philippians 1:1-11 
Think for a minute about the phrase Paul uses in verse 8 in his 
introduction to his letter to the church in Philippi: “I long for all of 
you with the affection of Christ Jesus.” Now think for a minute 
only about the phrase “the affection of Christ Jesus.” Most of us 
have some sort of an understanding that God loves us. We know 
that in spite of our failures, in spite of our sin, God loves us any-
way, and in fact loves us so much that He would die for us. But 
that’s not really what Paul is talking about here. When he talks 
about “the affection of Christ Jesus,” he’s talking more about the 
fact that Jesus LIKES him, than that God LOVES him. Have you 
ever thought about the difference? Try to grasp the fact that not 
only does God love you, but that Jesus LIKES you, Jesus has an 
affection for you! That knowledge just might help you to like 
YOURSELF a little better, which in turn might help you to truly like 
OTHERS. Paul understood that, and that is why Jesus’ affection 
for Paul so transformed Paul’s life that his awareness of it over-
flowed in affection for others, including the Philippians. Paul 
could be honest with the Philippians, because of his genuine, 
Christ-like affection for them. 

• Do you like yourself? Does knowing Jesus does impact you? 

THURSDAY 6.10.21                 Philippians 1:12-18 
With an initial greeting to the Philippians out of the way, Paul 
turns to the elephant in the room. Paul acknowledges, yes, I’m in 
jail. Everybody knows Paul is in jail. Imagine the impact this might 
have had in the fledgling church. Things are thriving all over, 
churches are growing through the Holy Spirit … but Paul—PAUL!- 
is in jail. Paul had done everything Jesus had asked him to do, 
and what was his reward? A Roman prison cell. People might well 
have been asking, “How are we to reconcile the idea that the 
gospel is ‘good news’ with its primary proponent being in jail?” 
Paul’s answer is, essentially, even if I’M in jail, the gospel isn’t! 
My being in jail is actually speeding the movement of the gospel! 
Even though something horrible has happened to Paul, he sees it 
as advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ. Even though some 
preachers out there are trying to “stir up trouble” for Paul while 
he’s in jail, rather than get down and dirty with them in his re-
sponse, he gives them the benefit of the doubt and says “what 
does it matter? The important thing … is that Christ is preached.” 
Can you imagine a more mature Christian response? Neither 
chains nor slander matter to Paul as long as the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is preached as a result of it. And so, Paul rejoices! 

• Why is it so hard to “take the high road” like Paul? 



FRIDAY 6.11.21                               Philippians 1:19-30 
Again today, we have a deeply profound statement from Paul: 
“To live is Christ and to die is gain” (NIV) or “living serves Christ 
and dying is even better” (CEB).  Ever wonder why, if we really 
believe dying is “even better,” most of us really want to stay 
alive? For most of us, the motivation is probably enjoying life 
even more, taking a long-dreamed-of vacation, or, even more 
probably, fear of death. But look at Paul’s motivation for continu-
ing to live even though “to die is gain” - it is to help other people! 
Dying might be better FOR ME, but staying alive is better FOR 
YOU. This perspective is enough to convince Paul that he will not 
die in prison, but will continue to make the gospel come alive in 
the hearts of many. Isn’t it interesting, then, that he follows this 
up by telling the Philippians, therefore, to “conduct yourselves in 
a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Does that sound to you 
like Paul is saying, “behave yourselves!”? What if instead, Paul 
was encouraging us to become a new kind of person, one who 
demonstrated extraordinary love and compassion for the “other 
people” they were staying alive to help? What if we saw our-
selves as citizens of another Kingdom, whose entire reason for 
being was to save those around us who are lonely and dying? 

• What is your motivation for living, if “to die is gain”? 

SATURDAY 6.12.21                             Philippians 2:1-11 
Today’s passage is perhaps one of the most visionary, memoriza-
tion-worthy passages in the entire Bible. The core focus is on the 
humility of Jesus, and Paul’s call for us to emulate that humility. 
But what IS humility? Most of us think of self-abasement. We 
think of it as the opposite of pride. But look closely at what this 
passage says about humility. The opposite of humility is not 
pride, but selfishness. Even most of our definitions of humility 
can’t help referencing the SELF. But real humility is about lifting 
others up, not putting ourselves down. Many people have a diffi-
cult time understanding real humility, because there is a broken 
way of helping others that is really very selfish. It happens when 
we serve others out of OUR need to be needed, rather than out 
of the other’s real need. This is what defined Jesus’ journey from 
heaven, to earth, and back again. Jesus did not come to die for us 
because of His need for us to need Him. Jesus came to die for us, 
because we needed Him. Discipleship is the journey toward being 
set free from living every moment with reference to the self, and 
toward living every moment with reference to Jesus, and Jesus’ 
way of living with reference to others. 

• Do you see the problem with false humility? What will it 
take for you to become truly humble? 

Daily Study Guide                                                              June 6-12, 2021 

Sermon Series: God Cares 

Week One: “God Cares” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, June 6: Psalm 8 

“LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your Name throughout the earth! You 

made Your glory higher than heaven! From the mouths of nursing babies 

You have laid a strong foundation because of Your foes, in order to stop 

vengeful enemies. When I look up at Your skies, at what Your fingers 

made—the moon and the stars that You set firmly in place—what are hu-

man beings that You think about them; what are human beings that You 

pay attention to them? You’ve made them only slightly less than divine, 

crowning them with glory and grandeur. You’ve let them rule over Your 

handiwork, putting everything under their feet—all sheep and all cattle, the 

wild animals too, the birds in the sky, the fish of the ocean, everything that 

travels the pathways of the sea. LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your Name 

throughout the earth!” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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