
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Dear Heavenly Father, we lower our heads 

before You and we confess that we have too 

often forgotten that we are Yours. Sometimes 

we carry on our lives as if there was no God 

and we fall short of being a credible witness 

to You. For these things we ask Your for-

giveness, and we also ask for Your strength. 

Give us clear minds and open hearts so we 

may witness to You in our world. Remind us 

to be who You would have us to be, regard-

less of what we are doing or who we are with. 

Hold us to You and build our relationship with 

You and with those You have given us on 

earth. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
As a family we actively choose to love each 

other every day. We do small things that 

show the love we have for others. However, 

there are people in our lives that we have to 

put effort into to build our relationship with 

them. God calls us to love others always and 

be intentional with our words and actions 

towards them. What is a better way you 

could love others in your lives? Could you do 

a kind gesture to a neighbor? Maybe help 

someone load their groceries, help a sibling 

put away their toys or even help your parents 

with chores around the house?  

MONDAY 8.16.21                          Leviticus 19:1-18 
This week, we transition from our “Summer Inside” sermon se-
ries, in which we spent seven weeks looking at spiritual disci-
plines to enhance our personal relationship with God, to our 
“Summer Outside” sermon series, in which we will be looking at 
four “one another”-ing passages in Scripture. These Scriptures all 
focus on how our relationship with God finds expression in our 
relationships with others. We begin with the most fundamental 
of all these teachings: Love one another. In our Sunday message, 
we heard this familiar command from the mouth of Jesus, but the 
command Jesus quoted was very ancient, finding its origin in 
today’s reading from Leviticus. Many of these laws probably 
sound familiar because they are also found in the Ten Command-
ments. Here, commands about respecting parents, stealing, and 
false testimony are joined by commands about leaving the glean-
ings of the fields for the poor and the alien, not being deceitful, 
and maintaining justice by judging without partiality. Not only is 
murder forbidden, but we are not to act in ways that endanger 
life, at all. “Loving our neighbor” is not just an ideal in Leviticus—
specific examples of what that love looks like are laid forth. 

• How do these commands embody love of neighbor? 

TUESDAY 8.17.21                               Mark 3:13-19 
Why read a list of the twelve disciples when we are talking about 
loving one another? Because it demonstrates the intentionality 
with which Jesus entered into the business of actually loving oth-
er human beings. Jesus chose to love in intimate fellowship with 
these twelve men. It was not something that happened coinci-
dentally, it was something that Jesus planned, and that Jesus 
chose to make time for. Jesus lived out the command to love one 
another by carving out time to be with a small, intimate group of 
friends on a regular, ongoing basis. He chose to make Himself 
fully available to them in a way that He was not available to eve-
ryone … even while He was demonstrating His love for the entire 
world through His life, death, and resurrection. But the passage 
concludes with the statement that is perhaps even more devas-
tating when we consider its universal implications. One of these 
men, Judas Iscariot, betrayed Jesus. When we dare to do what 
God calls us to do, to love one another in intimate, intentional 
relationship, we open ourselves up to the possibility of betrayal. 
This reality does not diminish the imperative to love one another. 
We are called to love even with love’s potential for pain. 

• Who are you in an intentional loving relationship with? Is there 
a risk you will be betrayed? Why do you continue to love? 

WEDNESDAY 8.18.21                              Luke 9:1-6 
When Jesus sent the twelve out on mission, He acknowledged the 
possibility that they would be rejected. Even though their mission 
was to drive out demons and heal diseases, Jesus warned that 
they might not be welcomed with this good news. This teaching of 
Jesus demonstrates clearly that Jesus approached the command 
to love one another realistically. If someone was not interested in 
the love the disciples attempted to show, Jesus advised them to 
move on, “shaking the dust off their feet as a testimony against 
them.” The command to love one another is not a pie-in-the-sky 
ideal—it is something that we can do in the real world, if we rec-
ognize that it is okay to place limits around our efforts to love. 
Why would Jesus advise the disciples to move on? Consider the 
more far-reaching impact they could make by moving on, and 
encountering more people who would willingly embrace the mes-
sage, rather than staying and beating their heads against the wall 
with people who had no intention of welcoming their message. 
Jesus made a similar point in Matthew 7:6 when He told the disci-
ples, “don’t throw your pearls before swine.” Love everyone, but 
it’s okay to focus on where an impact can be made. 

• Do you place on yourself unrealistic expectations to love? 

THURSDAY 8.19.21                             John 11:1-44 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, we looked at how Jesus demon-
strated the concept of loving one another intentionally and real-
istically. In today’s reading from John’s Gospel, we see that Jesus 
also loved others intimately. Jesus shared Himself totally and 
completely with His closest friends—not only the twelve disci-
ples, who we saw Jesus love with intentionality, but others like 
the siblings Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. The passage explicitly 
tells us in verse 5, “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laza-
rus.” The intimate relationship Jesus shared with them is first 
demonstrated in the verbal interaction between Martha and 
Jesus—”Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have 
died.” This is a bold, even confrontational statement—the kind 
not likely to be made between two people who had only a pass-
ing acquaintance! But, of course, the intimate relationship Jesus 
shared with this family is best shown in the famous verse 35: 
“Jesus wept.” The response of the Jews in verse 26 just reinforces 
our understanding of their level of intimacy: “See how He loved 
him!” When we model our love for one another on Jesus, the 
love we share is intimate. When our instincts are to not get too 
close to another person, Jesus says, “dare to love intimately.” 

• Are you able to bare your soul with another person? 



FRIDAY 8.20.21                                             Acts 4:32-37 
The very first Christians loved each other with intentionality, real-
istically, and intimately. This is clearly evident in the almost utopi-
an description in Acts of the earliest Christian community. They 
were “one in heart and mind” - that is, they knew one another 
intimately. They “shared everything they had” - that is, they be-
haved toward one another with intentionality.  No one in the 
community was needy, because if someone came into need, the 
love they shared meant someone would sell off some land or 
some possessions, so the money could be “distributed to anyone 
as he had need” - that is, they did everything to care for each 
other that they realistically could. Nothing mandated that such 
actions take place. It was a voluntary choice to live by the exam-
ple of Jesus. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the earliest believers 
chose to love one another as they saw Jesus loving others during 
His earthly ministry. They truly understood themselves as fami-
ly—as brothers and sisters in Christ, with God as their Father—
and they did for each other what families did for each other in 
that culture. They took care of each others’ needs in love. Their 
actions defined the ideal model for future Christian community. 

• Is what you read in Acts realistic today? Would it be if we 
loved intimately and chose to act intentionally? 

SATURDAY 8.21.21                                   Acts 20:17-38 
It is clear from the entire tenor of Paul’s farewell speech to the 
church in Ephesus, which was delivered just before he returned 
to Jerusalem, that he had an intimate relationship with the mem-
bers of this church. Notice in the next verse, Acts 21:1, that after 
the speech, Paul and his associates had to “tear themselves away 
from them”! Paul had spent more than two years with the people 
of Ephesus, such that “all who lived in the province of Asia heard 
the Word of the Lord,” according to verse 10 of chapter 20. The 
proclamation of God’s Word among the Ephesians was, in fact, 
the hallmark evidence of Paul’s love for them. Paul lived the com-
mand to “love one another” by relentlessly proclaiming the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ to the Ephesians. In today’s culture, many peo-
ple perceive proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ negatively, as 
proselytizing or forcing our beliefs upon another person or cul-
ture. But according to the New Testament, proclaiming the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is an act of profound love for another human 
being. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.” When we share this gospel, it is an overflowing of God’s 
love for the world. 

• Do you love others by proclaiming the gospel to them? 

Daily Study Guide                                                       August 15-21, 2021 

Sermon Series: Summer Outside 

Week Two: “Love One Another” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, August 15: John 13:33-35 

“Little children, I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—

but, just as I told the Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—’Where I’m going, 

you can’t come.’ I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 

have loved you, so you also must love each other. This is how everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, when you love each other.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Prayer Requests 

Jim & Barbara Powell 
Beverly McIntosh 

Brian Fox 
Mitch Mitchell 

Grossenheider Family 
Fowler Family  
Young Family  

Thibault Family  
Russ Cargo 

Karen Patton  
Patty Porter 
Josh Luter  

Charlotte Ottley  
Delaney Digman  

Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent  
Sophia Miller  
Judy Hoffman  
Nini Schneider 

 

The Israel family on the loss of 
Pastor David Israel’s mother,  

Nancy Israel 
 

Family and friends on the loss 
of  Mark Virkus  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


