
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Gracious and merciful God, we are not only 
convicted by that which we have done, but by 
that which we have left undone. Forgive us 
for the moments when we’ve stayed silent. 
Forgive us for the moments when we’ve cho-
sen comfort over justice. Forgive us for the 
moments when we’ve done what’s easy in-
stead of what’s right. Give us courage to re-
spond to Your Gospel, not just in the mo-
ments when it is convenient but, especially in 
the moments when it’s the hardest thing to 
do.  Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Family Time: 
We can get frustrated with those around us 
and it can be difficult to forgive in those mo-
ments. We can use negative words out of 
anger and rage because we have not had time 
to process what we are feeling internally. 
However, we need to turn those words into 
love and kindness. We can provoke one an-
other instead through God’s Word. As a fami-
ly this week talk through some difficult mo-
ments together. How did you handle them at 
the time? Did you quiet yourself and listen for 
God or did you say things out of spite? Work 
through how as a family unit you can learn 
from each other and instead of tearing others 
down you can truthfully speak in those mo-
ments.  

MONDAY 8.30.21                            Joshua 24:1-27 
After the Israelites had escaped from Egypt through the Red Sea, 
they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, under Moses’ lead-
ership. When Moses died, leadership transitioned to Joshua, who 
led the Israelites across the Jordan River and into the Promised 
Land. Under Joshua, the Israelites began the lengthy process of 
taking possession of the land God had promised to Abraham and 
Abraham’s descendants many years before. Now, in today’s read-
ing, Joshua is dying also. Assembling the leaders of all the tribes 
of Israel, he challenges them to keep the covenant with God that 
their parents and grandparents had agreed to at Mount Sinai 
with Moses. He reminds them that God has been faithful to His 
side of the covenant, doing everything he had promised to assist 
them in possessing the land. But Joshua knows the people are 
rebellious, and questions their ability to uphold the covenant. 
Provoking them, he insists they are incapable of the covenant 
faithfulness he, and God, expects of them. As a result of his chal-
lenge, the elders of Israel ratified Joshua’s covenant, in which 
they promised to continue serving the Lord and the Lord alone. 

• Why do you think Joshua used such provoking language in 
verses 19-20? Do the people recognize their weaknesses? 

TUESDAY 8.31.21                            Proverbs 27:17 
Today’s proverb is one of those ancient sayings that has actually 
stuck with us to this day, because of its timeless truth. When 
people exchange information, discuss issues, and critique each 
other’s ideas, all parties involved become sharper. Each of us 
brings different perspectives and strengths to a discussion. The 
proverb compares this to the way knife blades are sharpened by 
rubbing them against steel. Anyone who has seen this process 
knows that when it is done, sometimes the sparks fly as the knife 
is honed! The final result, though, is worth the sparks. The prov-
erb acknowledges that in an analogous way, we are called to 
“sharpen” one another, not to create friction or emphasize dis-
sension, but as a way for all of us to grow. Ask anyone who has 
been part of a good Bible study group—when participants trust 
each other enough to ask their questions, challenge others’ an-
swers, and share their own insights and thoughts, everyone 
grows. The challenge today seems to be that many have for-
gotten that growth is the purpose of such provocation. Digging in 
our heels rather than participating in honest discussion yields the 
opposite result from what the proverb encourages—as if the goal 
were to break one of the blades, not to sharpen them both. 

• Are you willing to be “sharpened” by dialogue with others? 

WEDNESDAY 9.1.21         2 Corinthians 1:23-2:11 
It is clear from today’s passage that Paul and at least some mem-
bers of the Corinthian church were at odds with one another. In 
2:1, Paul refers to an earlier “painful visit,” and that he has re-
fused to visit again in order to avoid a repeat of the earlier visit. 
And in 2:3-4, it is clear that instead, Paul wrote a letter that great-
ly upset many members of the church. Verses 5-8 suggest that 
there may be one particular man who is at the root of all the 
problems—a man who is the source of the “grief,” and who has 
now been “punished” by the majority, who apparently sided with 
Paul in the matter. Paul ends this section by calling all of these 
struggles “Satan’s schemes.” We all know that sometimes differ-
ences of opinion as iron attempts to sharpen iron can lead to 
harm rather than sharpening. Paul wisely avoided a second per-
sonal confrontation, but didn’t back down from his perspective. 
He made sure that in the letter he wrote instead, it was clear that 
he was only acting out of love for the Corinthians. The words lead 
us to wonder if the personal confrontation that must have hap-
pened earlier gave a different impression. Whatever happened, 
when the provoking went south, forgiveness was required. 

• When have you been provoked too far? Did you forgive? 

THURSDAY 9.2.21                     Ephesians 4:25-32 
Do you get the sense from today’s reading that Paul had learned 
from his encounter with the Corinthians? Between five and seven 
years had probably elapsed between the writing of these two 
letters. Now, with the Ephesians, Paul writes less emotionally, 
but with similar intentions. As we encourage and provoke one 
another in the faith, we must hold to the truths of the faith, 
avoiding falsehood. But we also need to avoid anger, unwhole-
some talk, bitterness, rage, slander, and any kind of malice. The 
only kind of talk that should come from a Christian’s mouth 
should reflect kindness, compassion, and forgiveness, remember-
ing that the ultimate goal of provoking one another in love is to 
“build others up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen” (verse 29). In an era of social media where 
people say whatever they want, to whoever they want, with the 
clear intention to invoke harm, Paul’s words here need to be 
heard as urgently as ever. Paul insists that the kind of negative 
talk that pervades even Christian social media posts “grieves the 
Holy Spirit of God.” He insists that it is possible to speak truthful-
ly to our neighbors without tearing them down. 

• Are you guilty of unwholesome talk, rage, anger, or slander? 
Will you learn to speak truthfully in a way that builds up? 



FRIDAY 9.3.21                                   Colossians 3:15-17 
Paul’s letter to the Colossians was written at about the same time 
as his letter to the Ephesians. Note that he still insists that Chris-
tians must teach and “admonish” one another (some translations 
say “warn” one another rather than “admonish”). But as with the 
Ephesians, Paul insists such admonishment or warning must hap-
pen with the right attitude. Here, Paul frames it in terms of 
“having the Word of Christ dwell in you richly” as you interact 
with others in this way. If “the peace of Christ” rules in our 
hearts, we will not teach and admonish one another in a way that 
creates disharmony and dissension, but in a way that maintains 
peace. If you read ahead, this is why in 3:18 through 4:1, Paul 
moves on to the subject of submission. Even though we are called 
to admonish, warn, and provoke one another, the attitude with 
which we are to do this is best described as an attitude of submis-
sion. Regardless of who we are in Christian dialogue with, we are 
to engage in it submissively. In this way, we can all grow in Chris-
tian discipleship without wounding one another as we do so. 

• Have you ever been in a situation involving admonishing a 
Christian brother or sister? How did you approach it? How 
does an attitude of submission impact the idea of provoking 
one another in love? 

SATURDAY 9.4.21                     1 Thessalonians 5:1-15 
For our final reading this week, we return to the earliest years of 
Paul’s ministry—perhaps four or five years before he wrote the 
letter of 2 Corinthians that we read on Wednesday. At this time, 
there was much concern about the promise of Christ’s return, 
and the fate of those who had died before it happened. In fact, 
the issue was causing dissension within the fledgling Christian 
movement. Some were saying those who had died had no hope 
of participating in Christ’s kingdom, some were saying Christ 
would not return after all, and still others were predicting very 
specific times and dates. Paul writes to the Thessalonians to en-
courage them—to provoke them—to perseverance in the faith in 
spite of the flurry of opinions and predictions swirling around 
them. He insists that “whether we are awake or asleep, we will 
live together with Him (Christ).” And, Paul insists, the Thessaloni-
ans must follow his lead, continuing to encourage and build one 
another up in the faith, as they have always done. Just as the 
writer of Hebrews said in our Sunday Scripture, they are to 
“encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing 
near.” Arguments and provocations about dates and times are 
worthless—Christ WILL return, like a thief in the night. 

• Who are you encouraging to persevere in the faith? 

Daily Study Guide                                  August 29—September 4, 2021 

Sermon Series: Summer Outside 

Week Four: “Provoke One Another” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, August 29: Hebrews 10:19-25 

“Brothers and sisters, we have confidence that we can enter the holy of 

holies by means of Jesus’ blood, through a new and living way that He 

opened up for us through the curtain, which is His body, and we have a 

great high priest over God’s house. Therefore, let’s draw near with a genu-

ine heart with the certainty that our faith gives us, since our hearts are 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies are washed with 

pure water. Let’s hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, 

because the one who made the promises is reliable. And let us consider 

each other carefully for the purpose of sparking love and good deeds. Don’t 

stop meeting together with other believers, which some people have 

gotten into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each other, especially as 

you see the day drawing near.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Alyssa Kellhofer 
McKay Family 

Beverly McIntosh 
Mitch Mitchell 

Grossenheider Family 
Fowler Family  
Young Family  

Thibault Family  
Russ Cargo 

Karen Patton  
Patty Porter 
Josh Luter  

Charlotte Ottley  
Delaney Digman  

Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent  
Sophia Miller  
Judy Hoffman  
Nini Schneider 
Larry & Kathy 

 

The Sizemore and Steele  
families on the loss of  

Priscilla Steele’s mother,  
Elinor “Ilene” Sizemore 

 

The Hughes family on the  
loss of Liz Hughes father,  

Walter Hughes 
 

The Fuller family on the  
loss of Anna Jane  

 

The Brannum family on the 
loss of Cathy Brannum 

 

Victims of the  
earthquake in Haiti 

 

Victims and their families 
suffering from the violence in 

Afghanistan 
 

Students, teachers, admin-
istration, and parents as a new 

school year begins 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


