
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
O Lord God of mercy and great compassion, 

Your love has encouraged us to come to You 

with honesty and truth. We confess that we 

cannot free ourselves from the grip of desire 

for earthly things without the power of Your 

Holy Spirit in our lives. We pray that You 

would receive and renew our hearts for the 

building of Your Kingdom. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We frequently meet people in our lives that 

are going through difficult times. Throughout 

this week we read about how we can care for 

others in terms of clothing them. A story that 

is known no matter our age, is that of Adam 

and Eve. We know that the moment they 

sinned they were naked and they were scared 

of God to see them. However, God lets them 

know that He still loves them and covers their 

sin. How can we relate to our every day lives 

and those of our children? We can ask them 

how they can provide for those in the com-

munity that are less fortunate. Take time this 

week as a family to make a plan how to pro-

vide for those who are less fortunate. Maybe 

it’s cleaning out closets and donating items or 

participate in or organize a clothing drive.  

MONDAY 10.4.21                            Genesis 3:1-21 
In Matthew 25:36a, Jesus says “I needed clothes and you clothed 
me.” Our topic for week four of our “iCare” sermon series, there-
fore, is “iClothe.” It might seem strange to begin our study on 
clothing those in need with the story of Adam and Eve, and the 
fall of humanity, but pay attention to the very last verse we read 
today. In God’s mercy, immediately after they experience the 
ramifications of their decision to eat the forbidden fruit, God 
provides them with clothing to cover their nakedness. In verse 
10, Adam had told God “I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid.” His words reflect the two most basic human instincts in 
response to sin—fear and shame. In one of the earliest examples 
of God’s loving care in all of Scripture, God provides clothing to 
Adam and Eve in order to alleviate their shame. Is it possible that 
an inability to provide adequate clothing for one’s family, today, 
might also feel shameful to the less fortunate? When we take the 
opportunity to clothe the needy, we are following the example of 
our Creator God Himself, who, in mercy, clothed the earliest per-
sons in need that have ever existed – Adam and Eve. 

• What does it imply to you that God still takes care of Adam 
and Eve after they have experienced the effects of their sin? 

TUESDAY 10.5.21                   2 Chronicles 28:1-15 

In the years following the division of Israel into the northern king-
dom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, there were 
many battles between the two related nations, as well as with 
outside enemies, like Aram. In today’s reading, King Ahaz of Ju-
dah suffers defeat at the hands of both the king of Aram and King 
Pekah of Israel. Oded, the prophet of God, interpreted Israel’s 
defeat of Judah as God’s judgment on King Ahaz’s evil ways 
(including child-sacrifice and worship of idols). But he also insist-
ed that the victorious warriors of Israel should NOT enslave their 
Judean captives. He insisted that they show compassion to these 
enemy relatives, and so the Israelites returned the plunder they 
had taken in their victories, and the authorities used it to provide 
the prisoners-of-war with clothing, sandals, food, drink, and heal-
ing balms. It was in this honorable condition that the Judean pris-
oners were returned to Jericho, in their homeland—while the 
Israelite army went home without prisoners or plunder. While 
not as famous as other prophets like Elijah and Elisha, Oded set a 
Godly standard for demonstrating care even to one’s enemies—
clothing them rather than forcing them to return to their home-
lands naked and ashamed. 

• Who do you think is deserving of being clothed in our world? 

WEDNESDAY 10.6.21                        Isaiah 58:1-10 
The prophet Isaiah was active throughout the same time period 
that King Pekah of Israel and King Ahaz of Judah were at war with 
each other. The same sense of obligation to care for those less 
fortunate that was demonstrated by the prophet Oded in yester-
day’s reading is found in today’s reading from Isaiah. Isaiah, 
though, issues his call to clothe the naked within the context of a 
criticism of empty piety. While people were following the ritual 
obligations to fast, they were also participating in exploitative 
practices and ignoring the needs of their fellow Israelites and 
Judeans—they were “turning away from their own flesh and 
blood” (verse 7). Isaiah insists that the rituals alone will not make 
the people right with God—it is only when they repent of their 
sin, “satisfying the needs of the oppressed” that God will be 
pleased with them. Could Oded (from yesterday’s reading) have 
been aware of Isaiah’s plea? Or could Isaiah have been familiar 
with Oded’s expectations of the Israelite warriors? Either is possi-
ble—or perhaps both heard, and relayed to the people, God’s call 
to demonstrate Godly care by clothing the naked. 

• Is God satisfied with rote religious activity? What more does 
God expect? Are you meeting those expectations? 

THURSDAY 10.7.21                        Ezekiel 18:1-18 
Ezekiel was a prophet and priest who was carried off to Babylon 
after the fall of Judah and the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 
Years into the exile, many of the descendants of those first car-
ried off into exile believed they were unfairly suffering the conse-
quences of what the previous generation had done. They be-
lieved God was punishing them for the sins of their fathers and 
mothers. Ezekiel insists that is not the case—”The soul who sins 
is the one who will die.” For our purposes this week, though, we 
need to take note of what specific behaviors Ezekiel defines as 
sin that God will punish—and failure to provide clothing for the 
naked is prominent among them. Along with expected sins like 
idol worship, adultery, robbery, and usury, we see condemnation 
of failure to feed the hungry, and failure to clothe the naked. 
Meanwhile, those who do feed the hungry and do clothe the 
naked are considered righteous. While we may be taken aback to 
see failure to care for the hungry and naked grouped with these 
“greater” sins, the prophets of Israel insisted that God would 
judge such failures as sin that must be atoned for. 

• Do you relativize failure to feed the hungry or clothe the 
naked as of little significance in the broader scheme of 
things? Why do you think the prophets thought otherwise? 



FRIDAY 10.8.21                                          James 2:14-17 
Fast-forwarding from the days of the prophets to the era of the 
New Testament church, today we read the words of James—the 
James who most scholars believe was the brother of Jesus. James 
writes concerning the same relativization of the call to feed the 
hungry and to clothe the naked that we ended yesterday’s read-
ing with. James insists that praying for the needs of others, wish-
ing them well, but doing nothing to actually alleviate their physi-
cal needs is evidence of a dead Christian faith. Isn’t it interesting 
that the specific failures James calls out—ignoring “a brother or 
sister without clothes and daily food” - are the same failures Eze-
kiel emphasized, and two of the most basic requirements of His 
followers that Jesus set forth? We may be tempted to find com-
fort in the fact that even the very earliest followers of Jesus had 
begun to elevate the role of the spiritual value of “faith” over the 
physical acts of caring—but James will not allow us to do it. And 
in case we think James is alone in this, the apostle John writes, in 
1 John 3:17, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God 
be in him?” As we have seen all week, a genuine love of God is-
sues forth from us in a willingness to clothe the naked. 

• What do you do to demonstrate a faith that is not dead? 

SATURDAY 10.9.21                                 Zechariah 3:1-5 

Why end our study with a return to the words of an Old Testa-
ment prophet? Because in today’s reading, Zechariah demon-
strates that just as food and drink have spiritual meanings in addi-
tion to their physical meanings, so it is with clothing. In a vision, 
the prophet sees “Joshua,” a high priest who is most likely meant 
to represent the sinful nation of Israel, standing before God and 
His attendant angel. Satan also stands by, ready to accuse Joshua 
of all the sins he has committed. Joshua’s clothes are filthy, repre-
senting the way Joshua has been defiled by all his sins. But in a 
scene reminiscent of God’s clothing of Adam and Eve after their 
original sin, the angel instructs others who are present to remove 
Joshua’s dirty clothes, and give him clean ones, with the words 
“See, I have taken away your sins, and I will put rich garments on 
you.” The vision vividly portrays God’s grace in providing a way 
for us to be rid of the stains of sin we have picked up over many 
years, and being made spotless and pure. Israel, God promised, 
would once again wear clean clothes, and when Jesus came, He 
enacted a new covenant, in which His followers—a new Israel– 
would all be clothed in righteousness. 

• Might there be a spiritual analogy to Christ’s call to clothe 
the naked? Is there a “Joshua” you could introduce to Jesus? 

Daily Study Guide                                                          October 3-9, 2021 

Sermon Series: iCare 

Week Four: “iClothe” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, October 3: Ephesians 6:14-17 

“So stand with the belt of truth around your waist, justice as your breast-

plate, and put shoes on your feet so that you are ready to spread the good 

news of peace. Above all, carry the shield of faith so that you can extinguish 

the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is God’s Word.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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The Harris family and friends 

on the loss of Roy Harris 
 

The LaBounty and Quigley 
families on the loss of  

Gene LaBounty 
 

The Akers & Franke families on 
the loss of Lea Akers 

 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


