
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
“Strangers, foreigners, outsiders” – all names 
we give to those whose ways are not our 
own, whose wisdom we ignore and under-
standing we discount. In our hearts we define 
them as “other,” keeping them at a distance 
and withholding our empathy and compas-
sion. Forgive us, O Lord, when we draw our 
circles so tight. Help us to see the expansive 
nature of Your grace. Help us to welcome the 
stranger as if an angel sent by Your love. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We can find ourselves fearful sometimes 
when we are having to try new things. We 
put up walls or have a hard time inviting oth-
ers into our personal lives. But God calls us to 
invite those people in and to Him. He wants 
to be a apart of our lives and He wants us to 
have a community with others. God calls us 
to include others in our walk because it is the 
only way that we can truly experience all that 
He has in store in for us. Take time this week 
as a family to talk about where you might 
have walls up and how you can be more wel-
coming to those at school, your neighbor-
hood, and even those in your church family.  

MONDAY 9.27.21                      Leviticus 19:33-34 
In Matthew 25:35c, Jesus says “I was a stranger and you invited 
me in.” Our topic for week three of our “iCare” sermon series, 
therefore, is “iWelcome.” The Greek word that is translated from 
“stranger” is xenos—the root of our word “xenophobia,” which 
means, essentially, “fear of the stranger.” The word was often 
used to refer to whatever was “strange,” or unusual, in the cul-
ture—and that was often people of other nationalities. As we 
have seen with both the hungry and the thirsty, God’s care for 
the stranger (or foreigner, or alien) can be found in the Law given 
to Moses on Mount Sinai. In today’s passage from Leviticus, God 
insists that the stranger living among the Jews was to be treated, 
and loved, the same as anyone else. The context for this com-
mand, that the Jews were never to forget, was that they, them-
selves, had been the despised foreigners while they were en-
slaved in Egypt. God didn’t want the Israelites to forget what it 
feels like to be different, to be in the minority, when they became 
the majority. Our fallen human nature easily marginalizes the 
outsider … so from the earliest laws, God clearly says: “Don’t!” 
And by the way, in case you forgot, “I am the LORD your God!” 

• Do you fear what is different from you? Why or why not? 

TUESDAY 9.28.21             Deuteronomy 10:14-22 

Imagine the temptation toward xenophobia when God Himself 
proclaims that He “set His affection on your forefathers and loved 
them, and He chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, 
as it is today.” One of Israel’s greatest challenges as a nation was 
how to interpret what it meant to be “God’s chosen nation.” 
Perhaps Christians today face the same challenge, as the recipi-
ents of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. What Israel learns in to-
day’s passage, beyond yesterday’s command to treat the alien 
among them as one of their own, is that God Himself “defends 
the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, 
giving him food and clothing.” If the God who has chosen them 
“above all the nations” also cares for the outsider, how can they 
treat them differently? If they despise and mistreat the alien, 
they will find themselves fighting God, who defends the alien! 
God, who has chosen Israel, somehow, at the same time, “shows 
no partiality.” What can this mean? The answer lies in God’s origi-
nal promise to Abraham, in Genesis 12:3—”All peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.” Israel’s chosen-ness did not place 
them above the foreigner, but rather, gave them a responsibility 
toward them—to be the vehicle for God’s blessing of them. 

• How, and through whom, does God care for the alien today? 

WEDNESDAY 9.29.21                     1 Kings 8:41-43 
Many years after words of Leviticus and Deuteronomy were 
written, King David united the tribes of Israel in the Promised 
Land, and then his son, King Solomon, built a Temple for God in 
Jerusalem. Today’s reading comes from Solomon’s prayer, dedi-
cating the Temple. Solomon expects that the Name of God will 
become famous throughout the world as a result of the blessings 
God bestows upon Israel when they are obedient to Him. In a 
world that worshipped many gods, foreigners would often enter 
the temple of the local deity to seek that god’s favor while in that 
deity’s territory. Solomon acknowledges that such people will 
come to Jerusalem, to the Temple of God, and do the same 
thing—without necessarily recognizing God as the One True God. 
Still, he prays that God will hear and respond to these prayers, so 
that they might come to see God as the One True God. These 
words are Solomon’s way of expressing the promise God made to 
Abraham—that through the Temple Solomon has built, all people 
of the earth might come to know God. The prayer vividly portrays 
the inclusive nature of faith in God. Everyone is welcome to turn 
to the God of Israel—no “foreigner” is excluded. 

• Are you tempted to put walls around access to God? 

THURSDAY 9.30.21                             Isaiah 56:1-8 
Isaiah wrote his prophecy approximately 250 years after King 
Solomon. The nation had been divided into northern and south-
ern kingdoms, and the northern kingdom had been destroyed by 
the superpower, Assyria. Isaiah knows that the southern king-
dom, Judah, has ignored God just as the northern kingdom had, 
and that Judah too must fall as a result. But Isaiah knows God will 
always be loyal to His promise to Abraham, and so he prophesies 
about a coming day when everyone, even those excluded from 
Temple worship during the past 250 years, would be welcomed. 
The “sons and daughters of Israel,” Isaiah says, have rejected 
God, but in the future, anyone who is willing to “bind themselves 
to YHWH,” the God of Israel, will be accepted by God. The proph-
ecy looks forward to the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, and the 
church that welcomes everyone. The church is the “house of 
prayer for all nations,” the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. As 
members of Christ’s church, all of us are bound in covenant with 
God to welcome the stranger, the alien, and the foreigner, and to 
invite them to God’s “holy mountain” to worship the Messiah, 
and to “love the Name of the LORD.” 

• How does God go about “gathering others to those already 
gathered”? How do you welcome those gathered in? 



FRIDAY 10.1.21                                   Ephesians 2:11-22 
The apostle Paul recognized that the fulfillment of Isaiah’s proph-
ecy of a day when all nations would worship God together had 
occurred through Jesus Christ. This was his motivation for evan-
gelizing the Greeks (Gentiles) throughout modern-day Turkey and 
Greece. In his letter to the church in Ephesus, he emphasizes 
God’s work of making one people out of multiple people. Jesus 
has “made the two one,” has “reconciled both of them to God 
through the cross,” and has even “put to death their hostility” 
toward one another. When we are together in Christ, we are no 
longer to view “foreigners” as “foreigners,” but as fellow citizens 
of a different, spiritual kingdom that surpasses political bounda-
ries. This is a huge step beyond what we read on Monday, in Le-
viticus, about God’s law requiring foreigners to be treated fairly. 
Now, the entire category of “foreigner” has been eliminated in 
Christ. Note that Paul not only calls us “fellow citizens,” but also 
“members of God’s household.” The family language calls us to 
recognize and welcome other Christians as brothers and sisters, 
regardless of apparent barriers of ethnicity or nationality. 

• What barriers prevent you from welcoming others as you 
would welcome a sibling? Race? Nationality? How can you 
embody Paul’s—and Christ’s—vision for the church? 

SATURDAY 10.2.21                               Philemon 1:8-21 

We end our week of Scriptures about welcoming the stranger 
with Paul’s encouragement to a man named Philemon to put this 
Christian worldview into practice in a real-world situation. The 
letter of Philemon is a private letter from Paul to a man who is 
leading an early house church. This man’s slave, Onesimus, has 
run away into Paul’s care. Now, Paul is sending Onesimus back to 
Philemon with clear direction—welcome him back into your 
household as if you were welcoming me. Captured runaway 
slaves in Paul’s day could be legally tortured to death, or have the 
letter “F,” for Fugitivus, branded into their foreheads. Philemon is 
operating a church of Jesus Christ out of his home. Paul now chal-
lenges him to live the gospel he is preaching by following not the 
legal and social custom regarding runaway slaves, but the law of 
Christ. Onesimus has become a fellow citizen of the Kingdom, 
and, according to Paul’s words in Galatians 3:28, there is, in 
Christ, “neither slave nor free.” Far from a purely philosophical 
idea, Christ’s command to “welcome the stranger” has intensely 
practical implications for daily life, as Philemon quickly learns 
through this letter. Will he live out what he has been teaching? 

• When have you been personally challenged to welcome the 
stranger? What made it challenging? 

Daily Study Guide                                 September 26-October 2, 2021 

Sermon Series: iCare 

Week Three: “iWelcome” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, September 26: Hebrews 13:2 

“Don’t neglect to open up your home to guests, because by doing this some 

have been hosts to angels without knowing it.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Prayer Requests 

Nancy Davis 
Thibault Family 
Coleman Family 

Dale Albers 
Nadine Mordt 
Bill Tumbrink 

Pat Smith 
Jerry Primm 
Ruck Family 

Fowler Family 
Young Family 

Alyssa Kellhofer 
Beverly McIntosh 

Mitch Mitchell 
Karen Patton  

Josh Luter  
Charlotte Ottley  
Delaney Digman  

Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent  
Sophia Miller  
Judy Hoffman  
Nini Schneider 
Larry & Kathy 

 
The Akers family and friends on 

the loss of Lea Akers  
 

The Sutcliffe family and  
friends on the loss of  

Grenville "Grenny" Sutcliffe II 
 

The Schleg and Bardon families  
on the loss of Darwin Schleg 

 
The Porter family and friends on 

the loss of Patty Porter 
 

The Malloy family and friends on 
the loss of Clella Malloy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


