
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  

God loves justice and despises wrongdoing, 
yet God is faithful and has made an ever-
lasting covenant with those who turn from 
sinful ways and strive earnestly for righteous-
ness. May the words of our hearts be pleasing 
to God. We bow our heads in holy reverence. 
Holy God, we long to be free of burdens that 
hold us captive. We long to see, and to no 
longer be blind. We long to be bearers of 
Good News to the oppressed. We long to 
return to Your favor. Forgive us our transgres-
sions and loosen the chains of doubt that 
bind us. We pray in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
the Anointed One. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We are called to care for one another in a 

number of ways. One way is by visiting with 

people. Sometimes those visits do not always 

turn out to be what we expect. That especial-

ly can happen with kids and youth. When 

words and emotions can be hard to express, 

things can get twisted and we can have a 

difficult time communicating with each other. 

Talk through as a family about how you can 

each improve communication with friends 

and in visits you have on the calendar this 

week. Maybe some are difficult or some you 

are excited about. But it is important for us to 

give grace to everyone and care for each oth-

er.  

MONDAY 10.18.21                              Acts 12:1-11 
In Matthew 25:36c, Jesus says “I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.” Week six of our “iCare” sermon series is, therefore, 
“iVisit.” In our American cultural context, in which religious free-
dom is one of our founding principles, it is hard for us to even 
imagine the reality of what is portrayed in verse one of today’s 
reading—”King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church 
intending to persecute them.” These people, including the disci-
ple Peter, had done nothing except proclaim in faith that God had 
raised Jesus from the dead, and that Jesus was therefore Lord of 
all. Such religious persecution is the foundation for Jesus’ insist-
ence that a Christian way of life includes visiting those who have 
been imprisoned. While we are used to a world in which the state 
provides care for the prisoner, including food and medical ser-
vices, this was not the case in the ancient world. Friends and 
relatives of those in prison would need to provide such care, or 
the prisoner would go without. Jesus calls upon His followers not 
to ignore these needs, but to visit those in prison and provide for 
their care. In Peter’s case, the church began by praying for Peter, 
and an angel—a messenger of God—enabled his escape. 

• How do you view “prisoners”? Are they worthy of your care? 

TUESDAY 10.19.21                             Acts 28:16-31 

The book of Acts ends with Paul, like Peter before him, impris-
oned for his proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul is in 
Rome, living under house arrest, guarded by a Roman soldier. 
From the beginning of his arrest, Jewish leaders came to visit him 
to learn about the gospel he was proclaiming. As was typical, 
some believed, and some did not. The book ends by telling us 
that Paul spent two years in this condition, and that throughout 
that time many people came to visit him—and Paul preached the 
gospel to all of them. Paul had much earlier recognized that Je-
sus’ call to “visit the prisoner” had implications beyond simply 
those who were physically in jail. While Paul was the one impris-
oned, he recognized that those who came to visit him were them-
selves prisoners of their sins. Throughout his lifetime, Paul had 
evangelized throughout the Mediterranean world, visiting people 
to bring them the good news of freedom from the guilt and pow-
er of sin through faith in Jesus Christ. Now, even though the ta-
bles were turned and people were visiting Paul rather than Paul 
going to visit them, Paul continued to “visit the prisoner” by 
“preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Je-
sus Christ” to the spiritual captives who came to see him. 

• Are their “spiritual captives” in your life who you could visit? 

WEDNESDAY 10.20.21               Romans 15:23-29 
Today’s reading is from the time period just prior to the events 
we read about yesterday. At this time, Paul was planning to visit 
the believers in Rome as a free man, on his way to Spain, and so 
he wrote the letter of Romans to both introduce himself to them 
and to lay out his understanding of the meaning of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. First, though, he would be visiting Jeru-
salem to deliver contributions for the poor that had been collect-
ed throughout his earlier travels. It was there that he was arrest-
ed and imprisoned, before appealing to the emperor in Rome for 
his release. Paul had already traveled throughout modern-day 
Turkey and Greece, proclaiming the message of “freedom for the 
prisoners, recovery of sight for the blind, and to release the op-
pressed” - in other words, the message of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Now, Paul was hoping to visit both Rome and Spain to 
spread the good news even further. The Holy Spirit had pro-
claimed that Jesus’ disciples would take this message to “the 
ends of the earth” (see Acts 1:8), and Paul’s greatest desire was 
to participate in that mission. In his day, Spain truly was “the 
ends of the earth.” 

• How can we “visit the ends of the earth” with the gospel? 

THURSDAY 10.21.21         2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4 
Sometimes, our visits in the name of Jesus might not go as well 
as we had hoped. The apostle Paul experienced this with the 
church in Corinth. Apparently, he had communicated to the 
church in Corinth that he would visit them again, before heading 
back to Jerusalem with the collection for the poor. But because 
an earlier visit had been “painful” for both Paul and the members 
of the Corinthian church, Paul decided to forego that visit, “in 
order to spare you.” After that difficult visit, Paul had written a 
letter “out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many 
tears,” hoping to rectify the bad situation. Some scholars believe 
this “painful letter” is what we have in 2 Corinthians chapters 10 
through 13, because it concludes with the promise of a third visit 
from Paul (see 13:1), and there is a thematic break between the 
end of chapter 9 and the beginning of chapter 10. If so, then 
these chapters come chronologically first, it is this third visit that 
never happened, and it is this decision not to visit again after all 
that Paul is addressing in today’s reading. Whatever the case, it is 
clear that even Paul experienced conflict and heartbreak during 
some of his visits.  

• Have you ever visited someone out of good intentions and 
had it go poorly? How did you try to correct it afterward? 



FRIDAY 10.22.21                       1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
When Paul visited the city of Thessalonica, he had been forced to 
leave earlier than he wanted to by riots and opposition (see Acts 
17:1-9). Even so, Paul insists his visit was not a failure. They had 
encountered similar opposition in Philippi, but the gospel had 
taken root there anyway, just as it had now taken root in Thessa-
lonica. The words we read in Paul’s letter today give us much 
guidance for how to interact with those we visit with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. No flattery, no greed, no praise-seeking. Gentle-
ness, hard work, being holy, righteous, and blameless. Encourag-
ing and comforting, and never being a burden. Especially take 
note of all the relational language—Paul’s relationship to them 
was as “a mother caring for her little children,” dealing with them 
“as a father deals with his own children.” Several times, Paul ad-
dresses the Thessalonians as “brothers.” But all Paul’s interac-
tions with the Thessalonians were motivated by the fact that “We 
loved you so much.” In fact, love is the motivating factor for all of 
the caring ministries we have been studying throughout this ser-
mon series. Paul took the time to visit people who were prisoners 
of their sin because Jesus had told His disciples to “love others as 
I have loved you.” And sharing the gospel is an act of love. 

• What words would characterize your attitude in visiting? 

SATURDAY 10.23.21                                  2 John 1:1-13 

Love was again the motivation behind the personal letter written 
by the apostle John that we know as the letter of Second John. 
John writes to this church to encourage them to watch out for 
deceivers, and to continue to live lives characterized by love. But 
notice how John ends his short letter—”I have much to write to 
you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to 
visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be 
complete.” Letters, and today, emails and text messages, are a 
great way to communicate. But John acknowledges the greater 
value of a face-to-face visit. Coming full circle to our Sunday 
Scripture, Jesus did not say “I was in prison and you sent me a 
letter.” That is not a bad thing—in fact, pen pal ministries with 
prisoners have had positive impact on the faith of both sender 
and recipient. But Jesus specifically calls upon us to actually visit 
others who need our physical presence. Over the past eighteen 
months, the church has been hampered in its ability to carry out 
this fundamental mission of the church by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. But as visiting restrictions loosen, we need to re-embrace Je-
sus’ call to visit the prisoner—whether they are physically, emo-
tionally, or spiritually imprisoned. 

• Who needs a visit from you, this week? 

Daily Study Guide                                                   October 17-23, 2021 

Sermon Series: iCare 

Week Six: “iVisit” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, October 17: Luke 4:14-21 

“Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about Him 

spread throughout the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues 

and was praised by everyone. Jesus went to Nazareth, where He had been 

raised. On the Sabbath He went to the synagogue as He normally did and 

stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave Him the scroll from the 

prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 

written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 

me. He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to 

the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, 

and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ He rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue 

was fixed on Him. He began to explain to them, ‘Today this scripture has 

been fulfilled just as you heard it.’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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 The Akers & Franke families 

on the loss of Lea Akers 

 

 The Novatny family on the 

loss of Gary Novatny 

 

 The Crothers & Trevino  

families on the loss of  

Linda Crothers mother,  

Dora Trevino 
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