
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, we confess that we do not always 

rejoice in Your love the way that we should. 

We are amazed that You love us so much that 

You would come to us as a baby in a manger, 

but even so, we often fail to live out the joy 

You offer to us. We ask You to help us to re-

spond to Your love with a spirit of rejoicing. 

And through the presence of Your Holy Spirit, 

help us to share the blessing of Christmas 

with others, so that they too can rejoice in 

Your gift of love. We pray in the Name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
This time of year we can get distracted by all 

the hustle and bustle. We forget to celebrate 

the joy that comes with the Christmas season.  

Christ promises us joy in Him and that we 

should have an abundance of life. However, 

this time of year that can be overlooked or 

even forgotten. Take time as a family this 

week to remember the excitement that 

comes with the holidays.  How will you make 

sure that you stop and remember the joy of 

Christ’s birth this year?  How will you spend 

time this holiday season seeking joy?  

MONDAY 12.13.21                              Isaiah 25:1-9 
During the first two weeks of Advent, we have studied God’s 
ancient promise to Israel of a Messiah in the line of David who 
would reign over Israel, and how Israel came to expect that an-
other messenger like Elijah would come to prepare the people for 
this Messiah. This week, we will read several passages that point 
to the hope Israel held that the anticipated Messiah would usher 
in a day of rejoicing the likes of which had never been known 
before. In the days of Israel’s prophets, the people suffered abus-
es both internally, from their own leaders, but also externally, 
from the armies of its enemies. Yet, as today’s reading from Isai-
ah demonstrates, the people held on to the faith that God would 
deliver them. The city may lay in ruins at the hands of tyrants, but 
the poor and those in distress still find refuge, today, in God. But 
Isaiah’s imagery grows beyond God’s mere defeat of Israel’s ene-
mies, to a vision of the defeat of even humanity’s final enemy, 
death. In the midst of devastation, the people rejoice as if that 
final day were already here, because “This is the LORD, for whom 
we have waited; let’s be glad and rejoice in His salvation!” 

• Are you able to rejoice in anticipation of the good things God 
promises … even if, today, things lie in rubble? 

TUESDAY 12.14.21                             Isaiah 35:1-10 

In Isaiah’s vision of the coming day of God’s salvation, even the 
arid desert rejoices, bursting into bloom like a spring crocus! 
Those who are prone to anxiety and panic are calmed with words 
of assurance that despite how things look, God is coming to save 
you! Everything that seems wrong in the world will be set right, 
as the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame leap, and the mute sing. 
What is dry and lifeless teems with new life, and even where 
there was already life, there is a newfound abundance. Captives 
are set free, and predators are non-existent. But perhaps most 
amazingly, a road, a “Holy Way” will be there, along which God’s 
redeemed people will walk, fearlessly. The picture of redemption 
is the image of God going to whatever lengths are necessary to 
restore a lost family member to His house. No wonder the people 
respond with overwhelming happiness and joy that never ends! 
Through Isaiah, God communicates to the people of Israel that 
His goal is to restore them to a place of abundant life. The earliest 
Christians recognized that through faith in Jesus, and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, they were walking that “Holy Way,” empowered 
to live fearlessly, and to rejoice in the promises of God. 

• How are you, in Christ, experiencing Isaiah’s metaphors of 
an abundance of life? Are you overwhelmed by joy? 

WEDNESDAY 12.15.21                      Isaiah 55:1-13 
By the end of Isaiah’s prophecy, God’s promises of abundant life 
become even larger. The promise now extends to “the richest of 
feasts,” with wine, milk, and food even for those with no money! 
In fact, Isaiah says, God’s plans for humanity are so incredible that 
words are inadequate to describe them—as far away from hu-
manity’s grasp as heaven is from earth! With the assurance that 
God’s Word cannot fail, Isaiah again pictures nature itself bursting 
into song. Within the historical context of Isaiah, the Jewish peo-
ple saw His words as the promise of a return to the Promised Land 
from their captivity in Babylon … but as the Advent song “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel” demonstrates, 
Christians came to see God’s promise of the restoration of Israel 
from Babylonian captivity as a metaphor for the promise of God’s 
deliverance from the sin that holds us captive—a promise that 
found its fulfillment in Jesus. God still invites everyone who is 
thirsty for the freedom Jesus brings to receive it, without cost. As 
Isaiah says, even nations that were unknown to Israel are invited 
to rejoice and celebrate at God’s feast. 

• What does the promise that the “word that comes from 
God’s mouth does not return empty” mean to you? 

THURSDAY 12.16.21                   Jeremiah 31:1-14 
Like Isaiah, Jeremiah also prophesied about a coming day , refer-
ring to it as “at that time,” when God would calm the fears and 
soothe the pain of a people in need of God’s grace and salvation. 
The theme of rejoicing in God’s salvation hits an even higher note 
in Jeremiah’s words than in what we have read in Isaiah—in re-
sponse to God’s urging to “Sing joyfully for the people of Ja-
cob” (31:7), the people come “shouting for joy on the hills of 
Zion,” (31:12) the young women “dance for joy,” and even the 
young and old men join in (31:13a)! Mourning is turned into 
laughter and sadness into joy (31:13b) as the people absorb the 
reality of God’s comfort. The images are of the unimaginable joy 
of an unexpected homecoming. No matter how bad things look, 
God loves us with an unfailing love, continually drawing us to 
Himself—drawing us home. For Israel, the simple faith that God 
would bring them home in time, that God had not forgotten 
them, was cause to rejoice and sing praise to God. How much 
more should the people of God rejoice knowing that God’s gift of 
Jesus Christ has already been given? The authors of the New 
Testament constantly allude to rejoicing even in suffering, be-
cause of what God has done in Christ. 

• How do you respond to God’s call to “sing joyfully”?  



FRIDAY 12.17.21                                   Zechariah 9:9-10 
Zechariah was one of the latest of Israel’s prophets. At the time 
he wrote his prophecy, the new Messianic king for Israel was 
expected to arrive at any moment. Zechariah promises, “Look, 
your king will come to you!” This king will bring long-awaited 
peace to Israel … indeed, He will bring peace to all nations, with a 
reign that covers the entire earth. And while victorious over His 
enemies, He is not proud, but humble—riding a colt, the offspring 
of a donkey, rather than a warhorse. His arrival will be a cause for 
rejoicing—and while the Gospel of Luke describes the rejoicing of 
a host of angels at the moment of Jesus’ birth, it is at Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, a week before His Resurrection, 
that Zechariah’s prophecy sees its greatest fulfillment. As Jesus 
rides into the city on a donkey, the crowds do indeed “rejoice 
greatly,” just as Zechariah foresaw, singing “Hosanna to the king.” 
Part of the calling of the Church is to work to extend the rule of 
the king “from sea to sea, and to the ends of the earth” - but 
doing so with His same spirit: righteous, yet humble. Those who 
have faith in what God is accomplishing through Jesus Christ re-
member His arrival with rejoicing, every Christmas season. 

• How does Jesus’ birth point to righteous humility? Why do 
you rejoice in His arrival each year? 

SATURDAY 12.18.21                                   Luke 1:26-38 

As we move into the final week of Advent, leading up to Christ-
mas day one week from today, we will read through the Gospel 
accounts of the births of both Jesus and John the Baptist. Last 
week, during our study of John the Baptist, we read Luke’s ac-
count of the foretelling of his birth. In today’s reading, we see 
that Luke connects John and Jesus from the outset of his Gospel. 
Six months after his visit to John’s mother Elizabeth, the angel 
Gabriel visits a young virgin girl named Mary, to share with her 
the amazing news that the Messiah—God’s Son—will be con-
ceived within her through the power of the Holy Spirit. In fulfill-
ment of the ancient promises to David, and the expectations of 
Israel, this boy will be “given the throne of David his father,” “will 
rule over Jacob’s house forever,” and “there will be no end to His 
Kingdom.” No wonder Gabriel’s first words to Mary are “Rejoice, 
favored one!” As we have seen this week, the promise of the 
coming of the Messiah has been a cause for rejoicing for hun-
dreds of years. Now, this young girl is told that the day is finally 
here, and she is His mother! On Monday, we will see that Mary 
does, in fact, rejoice in her role as the mother of her Savior!  

• Do you take time to truly rejoice in the coming of Jesus? 
What form does your rejoicing take? Does it bring you joy? 

Daily Study Guide                                                 December 12-18, 2021 

Sermon Series: Come Home for Christmas 

Week Three: “The Joy of Home” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, December 12: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

“Rejoice, Daughter Zion! Shout, Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

Daughter Jerusalem. The LORD has removed your judgment; He has turned 

away your enemy. The LORD, the king of Israel, is in your midst; you will no 

longer fear evil. On that day, it will be said to Jerusalem: Don’t fear, Zion. 

Don’t let your hands fall. The LORD your God is in your midst—a warrior 

bringing victory. He will create calm with His love; He will rejoice over you 

with singing. I will remove from you those worried about the appointed 

feasts. They have been a burden for her, a reproach. Watch what I am 

about to do to all your oppressors at that time. I will deliver the lame; I will 

gather the outcast. I will change their shame into praise and fame through-

out the earth. At that time, I will bring all of you back, at the time when I 

gather you. I will give you fame and praise among all the neighboring peo-

ples when I restore your possessions and you can see them—says the 

LORD.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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The Dickinson family on the  

loss of Steve Dickinson's wife, 
     Mary Dickinson 

 
Victims and their families of the 

school shooting in Michigan 
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