
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
God in this season suspended between 

hope and fulfillment, let us never forget 

what You have done. May we be over-

whelmed by Your mercy, which flows in 

wave after wave.  May we be honest 

about the darkness within us, and per-

ceptive of the light around us.  May we 

make straight the path for the Lord, that 

together we may see God’s glory re-

vealed.  In Christ’s love, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Last week we talked about preparing our-

selves for the excitement of Advent. As a 

family we encouraged you to make a plan for 

Advent and how you could celebrate that 

together throughout the season. Advent also 

becomes a time where everyone is busy and 

we overlook the true reason of Advent. We 

have to proclaim who God is and how He 

impacts our daily lives. Take time this week to  

talk about God’s love and how He reconciles 

turmoil in your life. How can you as a family 

work through difficult moments when you 

call upon God to lead you through them? The 

hope is each week for you to see the gifts of 

the Advent season that God gives us.   

MONDAY 12.6.21                              Isaiah 40:1-11 
While the season of Advent is all about awaiting the arrival of the 
Messiah—Jesus— we sometimes forget that according to Scrip-
ture, John the Baptist also played a vital role in preparing the 
people for His arrival. This week, we will look at several passages 
from the Old Testament that led to the expectation that before 
the Messiah’s arrival, someone else would arrive whose role 
would be that of God’s messenger. According to Isaiah, before 
God arrives to save His people, a prophet will come to announce 
“Here is your God!” This prophet would “clear the way,” ensuring 
that obstacles to God’s reception were cleared ahead of time. 
Note in verses 10 and 11 how Isaiah joins together images of a 
triumphant warrior and a compassionate shepherd to describe 
this God who is coming. Not only will the Messiah defeat the 
enemies of God’s people, but He will also care for God’s people, 
and lead them in the paths God lays before them. In his Gospel, 
Luke refers to the ministry of John the Baptist as fulfillment of the 
prophecy in today’s reading (Luke 3:4-6). Indeed, John called the 
people to repent of sin—the one obstacle that stood between 
them and God—preparing them to meet God in Jesus. 

• How does today’s message bring “comfort” to you (verse 1)? 

TUESDAY 12.7.21                                Malachi 3:1-6 

Malachi prophesied as many as 300 years after the prophecies of 
Isaiah. Yet he, too, proclaims that God is “sending my messenger 
who will clear the path before me.” After that day, Malachi says, 
God Himself will “come to His temple.” The day of His coming will 
be a day of refining and purifying, and a day of judgment and 
reckoning, as those who reject God’s will by oppressing the labor-
ers, the widows, the orphans, and the foreigners will find God 
Himself testifying against them. The imagery used here by Mala-
chi was adopted by both John the Baptist and Jesus to describe 
how God was acting, in Jesus, to finally restore people to a right 
relationship with God.  In spite of Israel’s continual rebellion, God 
had persevered in His grace toward them, and because “I, the 
LORD, do not change,” it was this same grace that would charac-
terize God’s coming. Imagine the impact on those familiar with 
Malachi’s prophecy when John the Baptist identified Jesus as 
“God’s Son” (John 1:33), and when Jesus then entered the Tem-
ple to cleanse it (John 2:13-17). The Messiah’s coming was a day 
of joy for those aligned with God, and of judgment against those 
who were not. 

• Why would the proclamation of God’s coming cause some to 
rejoice and others to be afraid? How would you respond? 

WEDNESDAY 12.8.21                        Malachi 4:1-6 
In concluding his prophetic writing, Malachi again affirmed that 
the day of God’s coming was imminent. He reiterates that it will 
be a day of judgment, on which the wicked would be crushed 
under the soles of God’s feet. But now, Malachi is explicit about 
the identity of the messenger who will come ahead of that day. It 
is none other than Elijah, the great prophet from the 9th century 
BC (Malachi was writing in the 5th century BC)! Because Elijah 
had been taken up into heaven by chariots, with no mention of 
his death, it was believed he could—and would—return in bodily 
form. In the years following Malachi’s prophecy, known as the 
“intertestamental period” (the time between the Old and New 
Testaments), it became a firmly held belief in Judaism that before 
God arrived on the Day of Judgment, Elijah would return as the 
forerunner of God’s Messianic King. Elijah—the “messenger” of 
Isaiah 40:1-11 and Malachi 3:1—would play the vital role of 
“turning the hearts of the parents to their children and the hearts 
of the children to their parents.” This is Old Testament language 
of healing and peace, and a call to reconciliation with not only our 
relatives, but with God as well. 

• Why was a call to reconciliation necessary before God came? 

THURSDAY 12.9.21                                Luke 1:5-25 
Many who read the Gospel of Luke for the first time are surprised 
to find that Luke spends as much time on the foretelling and 
actual event of John the Baptist’s birth as on that of Jesus! But 
having read from Isaiah and Malachi earlier this week, perhaps it 
is not so surprising after all. The words of the angel Gabriel to 
John’s father Zechariah echo those of Malachi 4:1-6—John will 
be “equipped with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will turn the 
hearts of the fathers back to their children.” But they also echo 
the prophecy of Isaiah: “He will make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.” We should not be surprised, then, when the angel 
Gabriel’s next stop is the house of a young virgin in Nazareth 
named Mary, whose child will be “the Son of the Most High,” 
who will be given “the throne of David his father” (Luke 1:32). 
Luke spends as much time on the fulfillment of prophecy in John 
the Baptist as he does on the fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus 
because the Jewish people trusted the words of the prophets of 
God that before their Messiah came, a messenger with the spirit 
of Elijah would come to prepare the way. Luke wants us to know, 
at the outset, that this promise, too, is being fulfilled. 

• How is Zechariah’s fear central to the story? What are the 
consequences of an unwillingness to receive good news?  



FRIDAY 12.10.21                                          Luke 7:18-35 
The words of the angel Gabriel to Zechariah, that we read yester-
day, were, of course, part of a private conversation. Zechariah 
knew that his son would fulfill the ancient prophecies, but what 
about thirty years later, as Jesus was teaching his disciples, heal-
ing the sick, and performing miracles among them? John the Bap-
tist, himself, had followers who traveled with him as he pro-
claimed his message of repentance in preparation for “the one to 
come.” Again, it should come as no surprise that he would send 
two of his followers to ask Jesus directly if he was, in fact, that 
“one to come.” Jesus responds by pointing to his own fulfillment 
of Isaiah’s promises that the Messiah would bring sight to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, and help for the poor. After John’s 
disciples leave, he points to John’s fulfillment of Malachi’s prom-
ise of a messenger to prepare the way for the Messiah. The pas-
sage concludes with Jesus’ criticism of those who would condemn 
both John’s asceticism and Jesus’ feasting and celebration. Jesus 
asks, rhetorically, what do the people really want? The implica-
tion is that what they want is the status quo—and both John the 
Baptist and Jesus have come to turn it upside down. 

• How comfortable are you with the status quo? How is God 
calling you away from it through Jesus? 

SATURDAY 12.11.21                          Matthew 17:1-13 

Later in Jesus’ ministry, His disciples Peter, James, and John, ex-
perience a revelation of Jesus’ full divine glory in the event known 
as the Transfiguration. Along with the radiant Jesus, Moses and 
Elijah appear, demonstrating that Jesus’ ministry is in full con-
formity with the Jewish Law (represented by Moses) and the 
Jewish Prophets (represented by Elijah). Being fully aware of the 
expectation that Elijah must come before the Messiah, the disci-
ples are stymied by Jesus’ command that they not speak about 
the vision until after His resurrection. Wouldn’t this event serve 
as the fulfillment of that expectation, and shouldn’t people know 
about it? Jesus’ response affirms that this appearance of Elijah 
was not to be interpreted as the fulfilment of that expectation—
this appearance of Elijah has served a different purpose. In fact, 
the coming of Elijah has already been fulfilled in someone else: 
“Elijah has already come, and they didn’t know him.” From Jesus’ 
description of his suffering, the disciples realize He was speaking 
of John the Baptist. Jesus invites them to consider: if the world 
responded to the Messiah’s messenger by killing him, what will 
be its response to the Messiah Himself? 

• What preparation do you need to do to receive Jesus? Why 
is the need for this preparation seldom well-received? 

Daily Study Guide                                                   December 5-11, 2021 

Sermon Series: Come Home for Christmas 

Week Two: “The Fear of Home” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, December 5: Luke 3:1-6 

“In the fifteenth year of the rule of the emperor Tiberius—when Pontius 

Pilate was governor over Judea and Herod was ruler over Galilee, his broth-

er Philip was ruler over Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was ruler over 

Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas—God’s Word 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. John went throughout the 

region of the Jordan River, calling for people to be baptized to show that 

they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their 

sins.”  This is just as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the 

prophet,   

A voice crying out in the wilderness:   “Prepare the way for the Lord; make 

His paths straight. Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill 

will be leveled. The crooked will be made straight and the rough places 

made smooth. All humanity will see God’s salvation.” [CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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The Dickinson family on the 
loss of Steve Dickinson's wife,  

Mary Dickinson 
 

Victims and their families of 
the Waukesha Wisconsin 
Christmas parade tragedy 
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