
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your me with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, even though Your voice calls to us 
in many ways and in many places, we confess 
to You today that there are mes when we 
choose to ignore Your voice. We choose in-
stead to listen to our own needs and desires, 
and even to those voices from within the 
world that challenge our faith. Forgive us for 
those mes, merciful God, and empower us 
to recognize You when You speak. Help us to 
recognize that in Your forgiveness, You offer 
once again an invita on to know Your love, 
and to know You. We pray in the Name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 
 
Family Time: 
Think about the person in your life who you 
think you know best of all. It might be a fami-
ly member or a friend. Why do you know that 
person so well? If you think about it, it’s be-
cause they have made the decision to share 
with you things about themselves that they 
might not share with just anyone. What kinds 
of things about yourself do you decide to 
share with other people? It is always our own 
decision how well we let other people really 
know us. The same thing is true for God. We 
can only know God as well as God wants us to 
know Him. But the good news is that God 
wants us to know Him really well! God wants 
us to know Him so much that He sent Jesus so 
that we could look at a human being and say, 
“That’s what God is like!” Do you want to 
take God up on His offer to get to know Him? 

MONDAY 1.17.22                         Exodus 33:12‐23 
This week, we will be reading Scriptures from the Bible that 
demonstrate the Chris an belief that God actually reveals God’s 
self to humanity. This is called a belief in “revela on.” When 
many Chris ans hear the word “revela on,” they think immedi-
ately of the last book of the Bible, full of mysterious images and 
symbols. But “revela on” simply means that the only way we can 
know anything about God is because of God’s decision to reveal 
it. But in today’s reading, Moses learns something very important 
about God’s revela on to us—as much as we may want to know 
everything there is to know about God, God insists, “you cannot 
see my face, for no one may see me and live.” While God does 
desire for us to know Him, and the Bible assures us that God can 
be found when we search for Him, we cannot see Him in His full-
ness. Our recep on of God’s self-revela on will be limited by our 
limita ons—we are finite, while God is infinite. We are simply not 
equipped to comprehend the fullness of God. S ll, in God’s grace, 
God wants us to know Him to the fullest extent we are capable 
of. But all that we can know of God is by God’s doing, not our 
own. God’s self-revela on is the only way we can know God. 
 What does God’s desire to be known tell you about God? 

TUESDAY 1.18.22                                 Psalm 19:1‐6 
Once we accept the idea of God’s revealing of Himself to us, we 
might ask, but how does God do this? As today’s reading from 
Psalm 19 indicates, God reveals Himself to us, at least in a very 
broad sense, through the created order. The psalm begins “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
His hands.” This is called God’s natural, or general revela on, and 
it is probably humanity’s oldest, and most recognized, form of 
revela on. We know that primi ve peoples even worshipped 
objects in the created order in response to their awe at the won-
ders of nature. In the Judeo-Chris an tradi on, however, crea on 
is never mistaken for a god itself, but recognized as a revela on 
of the God who created it. A belief in nature as God is known as 
pantheism … Chris anity, on the other hand, holds that through 
the beauty of crea on, something of God’s majesty is revealed. 
Through natural phenomena like storms, earthquakes, and volca-
noes, something of God’s power is revealed. God’s natural revela-

on is accessible to everyone—and, therefore, o en takes on 
many interpreta ons. In fact, the picture of God we might have 
based on natural revela on alone could be quite distorted.  

 What kind of God does nature reveal to you? What is miss-
ing from an understanding of God based on nature alone? 

WEDNESDAY 1.19.22                            Job 38:1‐18 
If natural revela on were the only way for us to know God, we 
could come to many mistaken conclusions about the nature of 
God. So Jews and Chris ans believe not only in natural revela on, 
but in the concept of special revela on. This is the belief that God 
chooses to reveal Himself more fully to very specific people, in 
very specific mes and places. In today’s reading, God reveals 
more about Himself, and His crea ve power, in a specific mes-
sage to Job. But we see stories of this special revela on of God 
throughout Scripture—to Abraham, to Moses, to David, to the 
prophets, and to Paul on the road to Damascus, to name just a 
few. We have to acknowledge that we should be cau ous in our 
approach to special revela on. Because it is o en private, and 
personal, it is open to abuse and misunderstanding. Some mes, 
dreams and visions that are not revela ons of God are interpret-
ed as such. But Scripture insists God does some mes use these 
means of revela on, and asks us to be vigilant in their interpreta-

on, to ensure they are consistent with the revela on of God 
found in Chris an Scripture and tradi on. 
 What biblical examples of special revela on can you think 

of? What difficul es are there with this concept, today? 

THURSDAY 1.20.22                                 Psalm 105 
The Old and New Testaments of the Chris an Bible are the rec-
ord of God’s ac ons within human history. Thus, Chris ans also 
believe that God reveals Himself through the events of history. 
As a subset of special revela on, the Old Testament reveals 
God’s revela on to a par cular people—Israel—while the New 
Testament reveals God’s revela on in a par cular person—Jesus 
Christ. Psalm 105 celebrates the revela on of God through the 
story of God’s salva on of Israel in the Exodus. The authors of 
both testaments see God revealed in the unfolding of history, 
and these revela ons of God are o en remembered through 
annual observances such as the Passover, Purim, and Hanukkah 
for Jews, and Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost for Chris ans. 
Part of the reason the Bible is the primary source for Chris ans to 
understand God’s revela on (as we will study more fully next 
week) is that it is the defini ve record of God’s self-revealing 
encounters with humanity across thousands of years. Its writers 
had a clear sense of God’s revela on in the unfolding of human 
history, interpre ng that history through the lens of God’s ac ve 
par cipa on in the human experience. 
 Why were the Old Testament writers convinced their history 

was an expression of God’s ac vity? Is that s ll true today? 



FRIDAY 1.21.22                  John 1:1‐14, Hebrews 1:1‐2 
Of course, for Chris ans, the ul mate revela on of God to hu-
manity occurred in the incarna on of Jesus Christ. John insists 
from the opening of his Gospel to the very end that Jesus was the 
very Word of God made flesh, dwelling here among us. The writer 
of Hebrews also insists that whereas God spoke to us through the 
prophets in Old Testament mes, He speaks to us through Jesus 
now. This, in fact, is the primary considera on in Chris an faith. 
Of all the ways God has chosen to reveal Himself to us, God is 
most clearly revealed in Jesus Christ. As we have seen earlier this 
week, this is not to deny that God is revealed in other ways, plac-
es, and persons … but that God’s revela on in Jesus Christ is deci-
sive and defini ve, and that ul mately, all other revela on must 
be understood in light of Him. In Jesus, God is revealed to human-
ity to the fullest extent possible. By pu ng on flesh, God has 
shown us exactly what He is like, and what He will do to allow us, 
the creature, to be in rela onship with Him, the Creator. If we 
want to know who God is, we need look no farther than Jesus. 
But we do need to look at Jesus, and to look deeply. 
 Why is Jesus being God incarnate a requirement for Jesus to 

be the defini ve revela on of God? What would be the im-
plica on of Jesus being merely a very Godly human being? 

SATURDAY 1.22.22                                Romans 1:18‐23 
In wri ng to the church in Rome his theology of Jesus Christ, Paul 
insisted that God can be known to us through God’s self-
revela on—but the problem is that we choose to ignore it. In 
fact, Paul says, we are “without excuse” in our ignorance of God. 
The earliest Jewish and Chris an tradi ons insisted that revela-

on was the sole means for us to have whatever understanding 
of God we can have. By the eleventh century, though, some 
Chris an scholars, under the influence of Greek and Roman 
thought, began to believe human reason could play a part in com-
ing to know God. Humanity could reason its way into a belief in 
God from observa on of the world around it. But in the thir-
teenth century, a man named Thomas Aquinas provided a foun-
da on for all subsequent Chris an thought on the ma er. He 
argued that while we cannot come to know God purely through 
human reasoning—God must reveal Himself to us—human rea-
son is a gi  from God that we must employ to determine if a 
given revela on is, in fact, from God! Belief in God’s revela on is 
not an excuse to stop thinking. Human reason alone may not lead 
us to God, but nor is it in opposi on to Chris an faith. 
 How important is it to you for your beliefs to be reasonable 

and/or logical? Why does Paul insist we can know God? 

Daily Study Guide                                                      January 16-22, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics—How Do We Learn About God? 

Week Two: “Does God Really Reveal Himself to Us?” ‐ Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, January 16: Exodus 3:1‐6 (CEB) 

“Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian’s 
priest. He led his flock out to the edge of the desert, and he came to God’s 
mountain called Horeb. The LORD’s messenger appeared to him in a flame 
of fire in the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was in flames, but 
it didn’t burn up. The Moses said to himself, Let me check out this amazing 
sight and find out why the bush isn’t burning up. When the LORD saw that 
he was coming to look, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ 
Moses said, ‘I’m here.’ Then the LORD said, ‘Don’t come any closer! Take 
off your sandals, because you are standing on holy ground.’ He con nued, ‘I 
am the God of your father, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.’ 
Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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The Mulholland Family for the 

passing of  
Brad Mulholland’s parents, 

Paul Michael and Judith Gay 
Mulholland 

 
The Jones family for the pass-

ing of Cheryl’s  
mother, Sue Jones 

 
The Waterhouse family for the 

passing of Bret’s  
brother, Craig Waterhouse 

 
Everyone affected by rising 

numbers of covid cases 

 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 

 
 
 


