
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

me with God each day. 
 

Prayer of Confession: Lord Jesus 
Christ, when our words and ac ons reflect a 
reluctance to confess You publicly as Lord of 
our lives, forgive us. When we have betrayed 
Your love for us through our lack of love for 
You, for others, and for ourselves, forgive us. 
When we find ourselves glossing over the 
events of Your passion and death because we 
look forward to Easter as a me to enjoy holi-
days and have fun, forgive us. Lord Jesus 
Christ, remake us in Your likeness. Empower 
us with the Holy Spirit so that our lives con n-
ually glorify You and our tongues forever 
confess Jesus as Lord. This we pray in Jesus' 
Holy Name. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

Family Time: 
You probably have a lot of people in your life 
whose direc ons you are supposed to follow. 
In your home, you need to do what your par-
ents tell you to do. At school, you need to do 
what your teachers tell you to do. As ci zens 
of a city, a state, and a country, we’re sup-
posed to do what our mayors and governors 
and presidents tell us to do. But the Bible 
teaches us that even more than any of them, 
we are supposed to do whatever Jesus tells 
us to do. Jesus is above all of them when it 
comes to deciding who we should obey. The 
Bible uses a really old word, “Lord,” as a 
name for Jesus, because in olden days, 
“lords” were people who got to be in charge. 
When we say “Jesus is Lord,” it means that 
we believe Jesus is the One whose direc ons 
we should follow before anyone else’s! 

MONDAY 4.11.22                          Genesis 32:3‐32 
As we celebrate Holy Week, we will be digging into what it means 
to claim that “Jesus is Lord.” Lordship is not as familiar a concept 
in our world today as it once was, but the issue comes down to 
who, or what, gets to “call the shots” in one’s life. Scripture and 
church tradi on, are very clear that the earliest creed of the 
Chris an faith made the empha c affirma on, “Jesus is Lord!” 
But the difficulty we humans have with acknowledging God’s 
sovereignty over our lives is vividly drawn in today’s intriguing 
story from Genesis. Jacob is an cipa ng a reunion with his es-
tranged brother, Esau, but before that happens, a stranger shows 
up who wrestles with Jacob all night without ring. Eventually, 
the stranger wrenches Jacob’s hip with a mere touch. However it 
actually happened, Jacob understood this bizarre middle-of-the-
night wrestling match as a struggle with God—as did God! We 
may not realize it, but in his culture, when Jacob shared His 
Name, it was a sign of his submission. In the climac c scene, the 
stranger then renames Jacob “Israel,” which translated from the 
Hebrew means “struggles with God.” Jacob would be forever 
reminded of his own submission, God’s power, and the blessing 
God gave him.  
 How would you describe your own struggle with God? 

TUESDAY 4.12.22                                 Luke 6:46‐49 
The Name of God that God revealed to Moses at the burning 
bush was YHWH, “Yahweh,” which is usually translated into Eng-
lish as “I Am Who I Am” or “I Will Be Who I Will Be.” But the an-
cient Hebrews never pronounced this name, as it was considered 
an affront to God, and too holy a name to be spoken aloud by 
humans. Thus, they subs tuted a different Hebrew word when 
they spoke of God or encountered His Name in wri ng: “Adon,” 
which means “master” or “lord,” or “Adonai,” which means “my 
master” or “my lord.” In this way, they confessed that YHWH was 
the lord of their lives every me they spoke His Name. By the 

me of Jesus, when Greek had become the predominant lan-
guage, the Greek word for “lord” - “kyrios” - was widely used in 
reference to God, but also as a term of respect for any “master” 
that a student studied under and tried to emulate. A student who 
studied under a par cular rabbi would call his rabbi, “adon,” or 
“kyrios” - “lord.” Jesus’ followers adopted the tle for Him as 
well, but as today’s reading demonstrates, not everyone who 
called Jesus “Lord” did what He asked! In poin ng this out, Jesus 
iden fies our human difficulty with allowing another to truly be 
our “lord.” But if Jesus is to truly be our Lord, it means we must 
do what He says. 

 Do your behaviors demonstrate that Jesus is your Lord? 

WEDNESDAY 4.13.22                       John 20:19‐29 
Thomas forever goes down in history as the disciple who doubted 
the claims of the other disciples that Jesus had been resurrected 
from the dead. Famously, he insists upon touching Jesus’ marks 
of crucifixion before he will believe. But when Jesus condescends 
to Thomas’ demands, showing Thomas His hands and side, Thom-
as makes one of the earliest, most profound confessions of faith 
of all the disciples: “My Lord and my God!”  In his exclama on, 
Thomas placed himself in submission to Jesus not only as a stu-
dent under a rabbi, but as a human being under God. By acknowl-
edging the divinity of Jesus (a truth that is emphasized through-
out this Gospel of John,) Thomas adds a layer of meaning to the 
confession “Jesus is Lord.” Yes, Jesus is Lord because He is a mas-
ter rabbi whose teachings should be followed to the le er. But 
Jesus is Lord also because He is, in truth, YHWH, Adonai, the one 
who had been called “my Lord and my God” since the days of 
Moses. Thomas’ confession provides the substan a on for the 
church’s correla on between acknowledging Jesus’ divinity and 
ascribing to His Lordship. Only Jesus is worthy of the tle “Lord,” 
because only Jesus is God incarnate. 
 Why do YOU call Jesus Lord? Does His divinity enter into it? 

THURSDAY 4.14.22                  Ma hew 26:17‐30 
Today is Maundy Thursday—the day the church remembers Je-
sus’ Last Supper with His disciples. In Ma hew’s Gospel, a core 
component of the story is Jesus’ predic on of betrayal. But no-

ce, in verse 22, that each of the disciples addresses Jesus with 
the ques on, “Surely not I, Lord?” Each of the disciples, in turn, 
uses the term of submission, “Lord,” in addressing Jesus … except 
for Judas. When Judas finally speaks to Jesus himself, he does not 
ask, “Surely not I, Lord?” but rather, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” Seem-
ingly, in the a ermath of his agreement to betray Jesus to the 
Jewish authori es, Judas was unable to call Jesus His Lord. Was 
this a new development for Judas, who had been following Jesus 
along with the other disciples for years? Or could his inability to 
submit to Jesus as His Lord have been a long-term issue, culmi-
na ng in his decision to betray Jesus? The ques ons are not 
drawn out in the telling of the story, but Ma hew’s repor ng of 
Judas’ different language at the Last Supper seems to be his way 
of emphasizing that Judas’ failure included an inability to recog-
nize Jesus as His Lord. That, in itself, was a betrayal of the rela-

onship Jesus had tried to foster with him for years. 
 Are you trying to follow Jesus without fully submi ng to 

Him as Lord? Why is that an insufficient approach? 



FRIDAY 4.15.22                                             Acts 2:22‐36 
The crucifixion and resurrec on of Jesus were the core message 
of the earliest Chris an evangelists. In today’s reading, from the 
day of Pentecost a er Jesus’ resurrec on, Peter gives his account 
of what had happened only 40 days prior. Jesus was betrayed, 
crucified, died, and was resurrected. For Peter, the resurrec on is 
the defini ve evidence for Jesus’ iden ty. Peter wraps up his 
speech with the words, “Let all Israel be assured of this: God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” The 
early church insisted that Jesus was Lord of ALL—Lord of the 
Church, Lord of the Universe, Lord of every individual Chris an’s 
life. The basic Chris an understanding of the Lordship of Christ 
includes the belief that this Lordship of Jesus is an objec ve reali-
ty regardless of whether an individual person has acknowledged, 
or submi ed to His Lordship. Jesus is the Lord of all, even though 
there are many, many people who do not believe this or accept 
Him as their Lord. God, the Creator of all that is, has placed Jesus 
over His Crea on as its Lord. As we will see in tomorrow’s con-
cluding reading, the decision whether or not to submit to Jesus’ 
Lordship is the cri cal element in our ul mate des nies. 
 Are there parts of your life over which you have not yet sub-

mi ed to Jesus as Lord? 

SATURDAY 4.16.22                              Romans 10:5‐13 
Today’s reading from Romans provides Paul’s most concise state-
ment of the basic requirement for salva on: “If you confess with 
your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Confession of the 
Lordship of Jesus, which, as we saw in yesterday’s reading from 
Acts, was confirmed by Jesus’ resurrec on, is the fundamental 
prerequisite for salva on. Of course, more is meant by this state-
ment than the simple verbal pronouncement of the words, “Jesus 
is Lord.” When Paul connects confession that Jesus is Lord with 
individual salva on, he assumes that one’s words are aligned 
with the reality of one’s heart and life. To “confess” - whether it is 
confessing sin or confessing the truth of who is your Lord—is an 
ac on that lays bare the reality of our inward selves. We take 
ownership and responsibility for our “confession,” acknowledging 
before God and before the world what we know is true about 
ourselves. In this sense, acknowledging and proclaiming that 
“Jesus is Lord” is an act of faith. We verbally acknowledge what 
we believe, by faith, to be true, and we strive to live into Jesus 
being our Lord, every day—confident of our salva on. 
 How are you confessing Jesus? Is the confession of your 

mouth truly aligned with the belief of your heart? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           April 10-16, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics—Who is Jesus? 

Week Four: “Jesus is Lord” ‐ Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, April 10: Ma hew 21:1‐11 (CEB) 

“When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus gave two disciples a task. He said to them, ‘Go into the vil-
lage over there. As soon as you enter, you will find a donkey ed up and a 
colt with it. Un e them and bring them to me. If anybody says anything to 
you, say that the Lord needs it.’ He sent them off right away. Now this hap-
pened to fulfill what the prophet said, Say to Daughter Zion, ‘Look, your 
King is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey, and on a colt the 
donkey’s offspring.’ The disciples went and did just as Jesus had ordered 
them. They brought the donkey and the colt and laid their clothes on them. 
Then He sat on them. Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. 
Others cut palm branches off the trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds in front of Him and behind Him shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessings on the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in 
the highest!’ And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was s rred 
up. ‘Who is this?’ they asked. The crowds answered, ‘It’s the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee’.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Mark Grossenheider 
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David Mitchell 
Mitch Mitchell 
Mary O’Neill 
Rae O’Neil 

Jerry Primm 
Bill Reichter 

Art Schna erly 
Nini Schneider 
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Rebecca Ware-Mitchell 
Coleman Family 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

Please pray for the Malcom 
and Wenger Families on the 

passing of Linda Malcom,  
Kevin Wenger’s mother 

 

Please pray for the Miles 
 Family on the passing of  

Bonnie Jo Miles,  
Mike Miles’ mother 

 
 

Those affected by the fires in 
southern Texas 

 

Please li  up the people of 
Ukraine during this devas-

ta ng me in their country. 
May God wrap them in protec-

on and provide wisdom for 
their leaders. May the Holy 

Spirit help us, and the world, 
find ways to support our 

brothers and sisters that are 
suffering, misplaced, fearful, 

and grieving 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 


