
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

me with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Spirit of the 

Living Lord, Tell us of God's mercy and faith-
fulness; Witness to us God's hope and jus ce. 
Where we have not followed Christ, direct 
our paths. Where we have not commanded 
Your praise, rebuke our hearts. Come to us in 
this me of brokenness and defeat. Minister 
to us in this me of famine and chaos. Forgive 
us, O God, and remind us of Your enduring 
love. Breathe Your Spirit upon our lives and 
make us holy and one.  In the Name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 
Family Time: 
What kinds of things are you really good at? 
What kinds of things do you really enjoy do-
ing? Are they the same things? Do the things 
you are good at and the things you enjoy 
doing help the world become a be er place in 
any way? One of the promises God makes in 
the Bible is that whenever someone believes 
in Jesus, God gives that person special talents 
and abili es that can be used to help make 
the world the kind of a world that God wants 
it to be. These “spiritual gi s” are different 
from person to person, but when everyone 
uses them together, amazing things can hap-
pen! This week, look for ways God might have 
given you to make a difference in our world. 
And then, find someone with a different tal-
ent or ability who you can work together with 
to do something good for someone else, to-
gether! 

MONDAY 5.2.22                                   John 16:5‐15 
Last week, we looked primarily at how the Holy Spirit was present 
with Israel in Old Testament mes, but culmina ng with Jesus’ 
promise, at the Last Supper, to send the Holy Spirit to His disci-
ples, as the first sign of the fulfillment of the prophet Joel’s prom-
ise of a future day when the Holy Spirit would be poured out on 
all people. This week, we will look at the New Testament’s por-
trayal of how the presence of the Holy Spirit in the early church 
empowered them to con nue the ministry of Jesus. But to begin, 
today’s reading con nues Jesus’ teaching about His sending of 
the Holy Spirit to the disciples, and the purpose of that sending. 
In most English transla ons, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit here as 
“the Counselor,” which, in Greek is parakletos, “paraclete,” which 
literally means “one called alongside.” In the Greek of Jesus’ day, 
the word had a largely legal sense—referring to someone called 
alongside as an advocate in a court of law. One role of the Holy 
Spirit, the paraclete, then, is to convict the world of sin, in a legal 
sense—but also to advocate for and to guide Jesus’ disciples into 
all truth. Jesus’ words about this work of the Holy Spirit substan -
ate the early church’s belief in the inspira on of, and therefore 
the truth of, the New Testament Scriptures by the apostles. 
 What gives the New Testament wri ngs authority to you? 

TUESDAY 5.3.22                                      Acts 1:1‐11 
In Jesus’ final appearance to His disciples, a er His Resurrec on 
but before His Ascension, He told His disciples to stay in Jerusa-
lem, and await the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that He had 
promised them at the Last Supper, and that John the Bap st had 
spoken of at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Even more specifi-
cally, Jesus tells the disciples, “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
The Scripture lesson from Sunday, from Acts 2, told the story of 
the fulfillment of Jesus’ Words on the day of Pentecost, and in 
Acts 2:14-21, Peter goes on to claim that these events are the 
direct fulfillment of Joel’s Old Testament prophecy as well. The 
point of all these words is clear: the last days promised by the Old 
Testament prophets are upon us—days in which the Holy Spirit is 
available to all people. In fact, in many circles the book of Acts is 
referred to as “the Gospel of the Holy Spirit,” as it portrays, again 
and again, how the Holy Spirit empowered the earliest Chris an 
believers to do the very things Jesus did in His earthly ministry, 
with stories that are direct parallels to stories in the Gospels. 

 How is the Holy Spirit empowering you to be Jesus’ witness 
in the world today?  

WEDNESDAY 5.4.22                             Acts 10:1‐48 
Today’s reading from Acts is long, but it is a vital part of under-
standing the work of the Holy Spirit. The Jews in Jesus’ day—even 
Jesus’ own disciples—believed that the Jews were God’s chosen 
people. What that also implied was that if God were going to be 
at work in the world through the presence of the Holy Spirit, it 
would happen through the Jews, just as Jesus was a Jew and God 
had saved the world through Him. But through a vision, Peter was 
the first to come to realize that this was not the way God was 
working. Note that Peter’s change of heart is partly brought 
about by his belief that Jesus was “Lord of all” - Jew and Gen le—
as we studied three weeks ago. But it is when Peter preaches the 
Gospel of Jesus to these Gen les, and he witnesses the Holy Spirit 
being poured out upon them just as it had been poured out on 
him and the other disciples at Pentecost, that Peter fully under-
stands. When Joel had prophesied the Holy Spirit being poured 
out on all people, he did not mean all Jewish people. He meant all 
people. The events in today’s reading with Peter at Cornelius’ 
house set the stage for the Gospel of Jesus to be taken to the 
Gen les, and for the Holy Spirit’s empowerment of the world. 
 Do you believe the Holy Spirit is available to all people? Who 

might you be tempted to limit the Spirit’s power to? Why? 

THURSDAY 5.5.22               1 Corinthians 12:1‐11 
Today’s reading provides one of the basic beliefs of Chris anity 
with regard to the Holy Spirit. In verse 7, the apostle Paul writes, 
“Now to each one the manifesta on of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.” In other words, it is the common privilege of 
those who believe in Christ that they receive within themselves 
“the manifesta on of the Spirit.” In common church-speak, these 
manifesta ons are referred to as “spiritual gi s.” Paul goes on in 
this passage to delineate several of these gi s: wisdom, 
knowledge, faith, healing, miracle-working, prophecy, spiritual 
discernment, tongue-speaking, and interpreta on of tongue-
speaking; but many other gi s are iden fied in other parts of the 
New Testament, and the belief of the church is that the Holy 
Spirit is not constrained to act in individual people in only these 
ways. Perhaps the most important part of Paul’s teaching on 
spiritual gi s is their purpose: they are given “for the common 
good.” In the remainder of chapter 12 (read it if you have me,) 
Paul compares the way the Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gi s to 
believers to the way the human body is made up of many parts, 
each with its own contribu on to make to the whole. Like a body, 
the church func ons best when every component does its part. 
 Do you believe you have spiritual gi s? Are you using them? 



FRIDAY 5.6.22                                       Ephesians 4:1‐16 
Paul elaborates further on the purpose of spiritual gi s in today’s 
reading from his le er to the Ephesians. Not only does Paul iden-

fy addi onal gi s from those men oned in yesterday’s reading 
from 1 Corinthians (apostles, evangelists, pastors, and teachers,) 
but Paul also emphasizes the goal toward which these gi s are 
meant to bring us: “unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God, fully mature, a aining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.” Remember that on Monday this week, we read 
about how Jesus had promised that part of the work of the Holy 
Spirit would be to “guide us into all truth.” Here, in Ephesians, 
Paul teaches us that when each of us allows the Holy Spirit to 
work in us, each of us grows toward a unity in the faith that is 
meant to protect us from “the cunning and cra iness of men in 
their decei ul scheming.” As each part does its work, the church, 
the Body of Christ, grows to actually resemble Christ in all His 
fullness. We don’t have to look far to recognize that this work of 
the Holy Spirit is not yet finished, but Chris ans hold on to the 
belief that the Holy Spirit is s ll present, and working, to build up 
the church toward the perfect image of Christ, and unity in faith. 
 What do you think a “mature” Chris an is like? How is the 

Holy Spirit helping you grow into maturity? 

SATURDAY 5.7.22                                       1 John 4:7‐16 
In John’s Gospel, the disciple John emphasized that at the Last 
Supper, where Jesus first taught His disciples about the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus also gave His disciples what He called a 
“new command” - to love one another as He had loved us (see 
John 13:34.) Now, in the first New Testament le er that is 
a ributed to the disciple John, John teaches that part of the work 
of the Holy Spirit is to empower us to fulfill Jesus’ command—to 
really and truly love each other. In fact, we can only love in this 
way when the Holy Spirit resides in us, because God is love, and it 
is the presence of God the Holy Spirit in us that enables this kind 
of love. But the Good News that John wants us to know is that 
when we acknowledge who Jesus is—the Son of God—, and what 
Jesus has done for us—dying as an atoning sacrifice for our sins—
then God will live in us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
This creates a unity between us and God that we can live in abso-
lute assurance of, driving out any fear of eternal punishment for 
our sins. This is, perhaps, the greatest work of the Holy Spirit of 
all—that we can truly be empowered to love as Jesus loved, even 
to the extent of being made perfect in love! 
 Do you truly an cipate being made perfect in love? What do 

you think are the obstacles to the Holy Spirit’s work? 

Daily Study Guide                                                                 May 1-7, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics—Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Week Two: “Holy Spirit Power” ‐ Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, May 1: Acts 2:1‐12 (CEB) 

“When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Sudden-
ly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the en re 
house where they were si ng. They saw what seemed to be individual 
flames of fire aligh ng on each one of them. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled 
them to speak. There were pious Jews from every na on under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They 
were mys fied because everyone heard them speaking in their na ve lan-
guages. They were surprised and amazed, saying, ‘Look, aren’t all the peo-
ple who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? How then can each of 
us hear them speaking in our na ve language? Parthians, Medes, and Elam-
ites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering 
Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cre-
tans, and Arabs—we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our 
own languages!’ They were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each 
other, ‘What does this mean?’” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 
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Mark Grossenheider 

Natalie Grossenheider 
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Art Schna erly 
Nini Schneider 

Coleman Family 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

Please li  up the people of 
Ukraine during this  

devasta ng me in their  
country. May God protect 

them and provide wisdom for 
their leaders. May the Holy 
Spirit help us find ways to 

support them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 


