
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

me with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Merciful God, 
together we confess our reluctance to receive 
our calling as God’s people, made by God and 
chosen by God to be His witnesses in the 
world. Remind us, God, that You have made 
us for Your service and recharge us with Your 
Word. Renew us, God. Grant us courage to 
live out Your Way of peace and grace. We ask 
it in Jesus’ Name; Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 
 

 

 
Family Time: 
Do you belong to any groups of kids who all 
like to do the same kinds of things? Maybe 
you are part of a baseball team, a dance 
squad, a chess club, or a choir! Everyone who 
is there with you is there because they like 
doing the same kind of ac vity. You might 
think of church the same way—church is a 
group of people who all have one thing in 
common: they believe in Jesus and they be-
lieve that God is working to make the world a 
be er place by doing the kinds of things Jesus 
taught us to do, and by not doing the kinds of 
things Jesus taught us not to do. Some mes, 
both doing things and not doing things that 
Jesus teaches might make us seem different 
from everybody else—but God says that’s 
OK! When we get together as people who 
follow Jesus, we can support each other and 
remember that we are not alone in our belief, 
even if it some mes feels that way. 

MONDAY 5.16.22                             Genesis 12:1‐3 
So far this year, in our examina on of “Chris an Basics,” we have 
looked at our understanding of God (theology,) humanity 
(anthropology,) Jesus Christ (Christology,) and the Holy Spirit 
(pneumatology,) culmina ng last week in our study of the Trinity. 
Now, we begin a two-week series in which we will look at the 
ques on “What is the Church?” This branch of Chris an basics is 
known as ecclesiology, from the Greek word for “church,” 
“ekklesia,” which, in its most basic meaning, would be translated, 
“a gathering of people called out from among the masses.” We 
begin this week’s study, then, with the story from Genesis of 
God’s call to Abraham, one man called out from among the mass-
es, through whom God promised that all peoples on earth would 
ul mately be blessed. “Father Abraham,” as he is known in both 
Judaism and Chris anity, was called to be the first human being 
through whom God would begin to gather a holy community, 
separate from, or called-out from, the world, and yet s ll living 
within it, part of it. The story of Abraham also makes clear that 
this “calling out” is not to be understood as some kind of 
“favored status” - this community will be set apart toward a pur-
pose: the blessing of all humanity. 
 What does it mean to you to be “called out," or set apart? 

TUESDAY 5.17.22                           Numbers 2:1‐34 
While at first glance, this passage from Numbers may feel like no 
more than a logis cal plan for how the ancient Israelites traveled 
and camped, there is much more going on here. Abraham’s 
grandson, Jacob, had become the father of twelve sons who be-
came the ancestral heads of the “tribes of Israel,” along with two 
grandsons (the sons of Jacob’s son Joseph,) such that every Israel-
ite was a member of one of thirteen tribes. These thirteen tribes, 
who had been saved out of slavery in Egypt, all traced their an-
cestry to Abraham, and their self-iden ty was bound up in this 
rela onship and God’s original call to Abraham to father a “set-
apart” people. The rela onship was graphically portrayed even in 
the way they were to set up their camp, as we see here in Num-
bers. At the very center of the community was the “Tent of 
Mee ng,” the Tabernacle that housed the Ark of the Covenant 
and was understood as God’s tent in the midst of their tents. 
There, in the center, was where the Levites, the tribe set apart to 
care for God’s house, would camp, and then, surrounding them, 
three tribes encamped on each side—north, south, east, and 
west. In a very literal sense, God was at the center of their com-
munity, making them unique among all the people of the world. 

 How does living with God at the center set people apart? 

WEDNESDAY 5.18.22                Ma hew 16:13‐20 
The story of the Old Testament is the story of Israel’s successes—
but mostly failures—to really live with God at the center. By the 

me of the New Testament, almost 1500 years later, the tribes of 
Israel had been almost en rely assimilated into the surrounding 
na ons that had conquered them, with only one tribe, the tribe 
of Judah, surviving in what had become the Roman provinces of 
Judea and Galilee. God, however, s ll intended to live at the cen-
ter of His people, and, in the language of John’s Gospel, became 
incarnate and “tabernacled” among us in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus proceeded to call twelve disciples out from among 
the masses, a number inten onally parallel to the twelve tribes of 
Israel. From these twelve, Jesus would begin to form a new com-
munity, called out from the world to live out God’s ideal of a life 
lived with God at the center. When Simon Peter, one of those 
twelve, became the first to recognize, and to proclaim, who Jesus 
really was, Jesus said, “You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build 
my church.” Peter did, indeed, become a cornerstone of the earli-
est Chris an community, the ekklesia called out from the world 
to proclaim the Good News that Jesus is the Messiah, through 
whom God’s promise to bless humanity is being fulfilled. 
 Are you living with God in Christ at the center of your life? 

THURSDAY 5.19.22                              Acts 2:38‐47 
Today’s reading from Acts takes place immediately a er the Day 
of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came strongly upon Peter, 
enabling him to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the masses 
in Jerusalem. Acts says that about three thousand people re-
sponded to this earliest Chris an proclama on, and goes on to 
describe what their newly set-apart lives looked like. At the cen-
ter of their lives was the teaching of the apostles that Jesus was 
Christ and Lord, as proven by His Resurrec on from the dead. 
They ate together, they prayed together, they took care of each 
others’ needs, and they just “did life” together. Every day they 
assembled in the courtyards of the Temple, and their example of 
living a life centered on God in Christ gained them the commen-
da on of all the people in Jerusalem. So great was their impact 
on their community that every day more and more people 
sought to join them. Ever since those days, the kind of communi-
ty portrayed in Acts 2:42-47 has been held as an ideal for what 
“church” should be. Many of the New Testament le ers, though, 
make it clear just how difficult living this kind of life set apart for 
Christ really is, as both tempta on, and persecu on for being 
“different” began to increase. 
 How does Acts 2 compare to your experience of church? 



FRIDAY 5.20.22                                          Romans 1:1‐6 
No ce how o en, in his introduc on to his le er to the Romans, 
the apostle Paul uses the language of “calling” or “set-apartness.” 
Paul himself has been “set apart for the gospel of God.” His pur-
pose is to “call people from among the Gen les to the obedience 
that comes from faith.” Those he writes to are “called to belong 
to Jesus Christ,” and “called to be saints.” The church, the ekkle-
sia, that God was building through Paul’s evangelism, was com-
prised of everyday people called out from their normal, everyday 
lives to lives that found their basis in faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 
At some point, over the past two thousand years, the language of 
“calling” began, in everyday usage to be reserved for those per-
sons who “felt a call” to professional church leadership, like being 
a priest, a nun, or a pastor. But the clear biblical witness is that 
every single Chris an has “a calling”—specifically, a calling to be 
set apart from the rest of the world for obedience to Christ. 
While that obedience does, for some, imply professional ministry, 
for others it implies an en rely different kind of work. The duality 
that pervades the church, sugges ng that “calling,” or “working 
for the church” is reserved for a chosen few, prevents the church 
from being all that God is calling it to be! 
 How do you experience the reality of being called by God? 

SATURDAY 5.21.22                        1 Corinthians 5:1‐13 
If there is one thing Paul’s first le er to the church in Corinth 
teaches us, it is that “being church” isn’t easy. If you have me, 
read all of the chapters one through eight. There, you will find 
descrip ons of in-figh ng, rumor-mongering, divisiveness, sexual 
immorality, civil lawsuits, marital strife, and antagonis c behav-
iors within the Corinthian church. We might be shocked by Paul’s 
solu on, in today’s reading, to the problem of a man sleeping 
with his father’s current wife (not to be understood as the man’s 
mother.) While the Corinthian church is tolera ng such behavior, 
Paul is insistent on pu ng the man out of the church to shock 
him back into a desire to live a Godly life as part of the Chris an 
fellowship, so that “his spirit may be saved on the day of the 
Lord.” The point Paul makes throughout this le er is that the 
church is to live as those called out of the ways of the world and 
called into a life that is different from the world. And yet, at the 
same me, Chris ans must live in the world if they are to be an 
influence for Christ! Paul does not ask us to “leave this world” of 
immorality, greed, swindling, and idolatry, but to mark a clear 
boundary between what is acceptable in this world versus what is 
acceptable in the world of believers in Christ.  
 What are the dangers of living “in not of” the world? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           May 15-21, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics—What is the Church? 

Week One: “A ‘Called‐Out’ People” ‐ Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, May 15: 1 Peter 2:9-10 (CEB) 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy na on, a people who 
are God’s own possession. You have become this people so that you may 
speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out of darkness into 
His amazing light. Once you weren’t a people, but now you are God’s peo-
ple. Once you hadn’t received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Please li  up the people of 
Ukraine during this devas-

ta ng me in their country. 
May God protect them and 

provide wisdom for their lead-
ers. May the Holy Spirit help 

us find ways to support them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 


