
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

me with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Lord God, full of 
mercy and compassion, give us courage today 
to see ourselves in the mirror of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ.  We confess that we fall so short 
of all You have made us to be.  Give us grace, 
O gracious Lord, or we will be overcome by 
the truth of our shortcomings.  Give us under-
standing, O Lord of truth, that we might re-
ceive and grow in the redemp on so freely 
offered in Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 
Family Time: 
If you’ve ever been part of any kind of a 
team, you know that the team works best 
when everyone knows exactly what they’re 
supposed to do, and makes sure they do their 
part really well. On a baseball team, the 
pitcher, catcher, infielders, and ou ielders all 
have very specific things they are responsible 
for to help the team to win. The Bible says 
that church is like that, but it uses the picture 
of a human body to talk about how every-
body has a part to play. Just like ears, eyes, 
arms, legs, hearts, and lungs all do their part 
to make the body work, churches work best 
when pastors, teachers, musicians, caregiv-
ers, businesspeople, kids, youth, grownups, 
and seniors all use the abili es God has given 
them to help turn the world into the kind of 
place God wants it to be. The Bible calls us 
“the Body of Christ” because when we work 
together, we can do things like Jesus did! 

MONDAY 5.23.22                      Ma hew 18:15‐35 
Last week, we focused on the Chris an understanding of the 
church as those “called” out of the world to be the people of 
God, following Jesus Christ as Lord. Both individually, and collec-

vely as a local church, we are called by God. This week, though, 
we will look at another, perhaps more shocking claim of Chris -
anity—that the church is “the Body of Christ.” More than simply a 
metaphor, this belief claims that the church, like Christ Himself, is 
both a human ins tu on, but somehow also divine in its nature. 
While many people view the church as simply a human ins tu on 
they join, much like a Rotary Club or the country club, Chris anity 
holds that the church’s origins are divine, ins tuted by God. In 
today’s reading, we see Jesus Himself se ng high standards for 
membership in this human/divine organiza on. Jesus’ words 
demonstrate that the Godly integrity of the church community is 
important, but must be set within the context of the expansive-
ness of grace. Stubborn and unrepentant sinners are to be treat-
ed like pagans or tax collectors (that is, treated as outsiders who 
need to be loved back into the fellowship.) But the parable of the 
unmerciful servant makes it clear that even so, severe punish-
ment awaits the insider who refuses to forgive! 
 Do you view the church as both human and divine? 

TUESDAY 5.24.22                                      Acts 6:1‐7 
It didn’t take long for the earliest Chris ans to recognize that 
some sort of division of responsibili es was going to be required 
for the church to fully meet its mission to the world. The disciples 
who had followed Jesus when He was on earth, and who were 
the core leaders of the early church, saw evangelism and spread-
ing the Word about the resurrected Christ as their first and fore-
most calling. And yet, they also realized that part of their calling 
was to uphold the laws of God—especially those laws that Jesus 
had specifically cri cized the Jewish leadership for failing to up-
hold. In par cular, the care of widows, which had been neglected 
by the teachers of the law (see Mark 12:38-40,) was of primary 
concern to these Chris ans. Wisely, the leaders made the deci-
sion to assign the care of widows to newly appointed leaders who 
could dedicate themselves to this work while the apostolic lead-
ers con nued to preach and pray. Furthermore, the ones chosen 
to lead this relief effort came from among the ethnic group that 
was feeling slighted (the names in verse 5 are all Greek, not He-
brew, names.) In this way, the church began to organize itself as a 
“body” with diverse parts contribu ng to a unified purpose. 

 Why do you think everyone wasn’t expected to do every-
thing? What is the value of appointed task leaders? 

WEDNESDAY 5.25.22                Ephesians 2:11‐22 
While the symbolism of the “Body of Christ” is Paul’s most com-
mon way of describing the unity in diversity of the church, in 
today’s reading, Paul uses the metaphor of a building—in fact, of 
a temple. In Christ, differences in ethnicity—Jew versus Gen le—
have been wiped away, such that Chris ans are not to consider 
themselves with those kinds of categories. Instead, all persons, 
regardless of former associa ons, are to consider themselves 
equal ci zens of the Kingdom of God. Each Chris an is a neces-
sary building block in the construc on of a temple in which the 
Holy Spirit will reside, and every block is equal—except for the 
cornerstone of the temple, Jesus Christ Himself. This concept was 
unheard of in the ancient world, in which every religion’s god was 
worshipped in, and believed to reside in, a physical temple. Chris-

anity, uniquely, would have no temple other than the very peo-
ple who professed faith in Jesus. The people are the temple, in 
which God resides through the Holy Spirit. Just as the Holy Spirit 
filled Jesus, enabling Jesus’ ministry in His earthly Body, the Holy 
Spirit fills the people of the church, enabling “the Body of Christ” 
to carry out its ministry. The church, and each individual that is 
part of it, is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
 How do you experience God residing in this “temple”? 

THURSDAY 5.26.22                  Colossians 1:15‐23 
In yesterday’s reading from Ephesians, Paul wrote that Jesus 
Christ is the “cornerstone” of the temple in which God will reside 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit. Today, Paul returns to 
the language of the church as the “Body of Christ” - making clear 
that Jesus Christ is the “head” of that “body.” But more than 
that, Jesus is supreme over all things, sustaining them, and lead-
ing them to holiness. In fact, holiness is intended to be one of the 
iden fying marks of the church—in Ephesians 5:25, Paul writes 
that Christ “loved the church and gave Himself up for her to 
make her holy … a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless.” We might be tempted to 
look around and ques on how this can be true—but if we reflect 
on Scripture’s iden fica on of the church as “the Body of Christ,” 
we should ask instead, “how can it be otherwise?” Just as Christ’s 
sacrifice purifies the individual believer, it also purifies the 
church. St. Augus ne described the church as both visible and 
invisible. Most of the me, we only consider the visible church—
the earthly ins tu on that is some mes an embarrassment to its 
Lord. But the invisible church of genuine believers—known only 
to God—is a holy ins tu on, the very Body of Christ. 
 What makes it hard for you to believe the church is holy? 



FRIDAY 5.27.22                                     1 Timothy 3:1‐16 
Paul was especially concerned that those individuals in leadership 
of the church would understand their role as representa ves of 
Jesus Christ. In today’s reading, Paul is passing the expecta on of 
Godliness in church leadership on to his protégé Timothy—so 
that, “you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in 
God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and founda on of the truth.” Paul’s expecta ons regarding the 
character of Chris an leaders are based in this belief that God’s 
dwelling place is the church, and that as such, the world will look 
to the church’s leaders as portrayals of true Godliness. Paul’s 
words here have also set the precedent for the historic church 
prac ce of examining candidates for ordina on and church lead-
ership prior to their service in the church. In the historic Roman 
Catholic tradi on, there was a firm belief in an unbroken line of 
succession in the ordina on of priests, such that a strict examina-

on of candidates ensured the con nuity of the Spirit’s presence 
in the church. A er the Protestant Reforma on, the view took 
hold that personal revela on and calling of God on the individual 
took precedence over this hierarchical approach. But the Scrip-
tural mandate for Godly church leadership s ll stood. 
 What kind of leader are you looking for in a church? 

SATURDAY 5.28.22                             Revela on 1:9‐20 
The imagery and symbolism of the book of Revela on can be 
overwhelming, and even confusing, leading many people to avoid 
reading it. But in the introduc on to John’s vision here in chapter 
1, the imagery is somewhat more approachable—someone “like 
a Son of Man,” who was dead but is now alive, stands among 
seven lampstands which are iden fied as seven churches. 
Lampstands, of course, serve the purpose of bringing light into a 
dark space—so iden fying churches as “lampstands” clearly 
points to the purpose of the church: to bring light to a dark world.  
The one among the lampstands is clearly Jesus, who iden fied 
Himself as the Son of Man, and who is the only one able to make 
the claim “I was dead and behold I am alive forever and ever.” 
But the symbolism of Jesus’ a re may be less familiar to us—He 
is dressed as a Jewish priest, part of whose role was to keep the 
lampstand in the Temple burning day and night. So John’s vision 
is communica ng to us that Jesus Christ is present and ac ve 
within the “temple” that is the church, working to keep its 
“lamps” burning, convic ng churches of error, and providing en-
couragement. The image should provide us with confidence that 
Jesus is present among us, caring for the church that is His Body. 
 What images of church do you best relate to? Why? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           May 22-28, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics—What is the Church? 

Week Two: “The Body of Christ” ‐ Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, May 22: 1 Corinthians 12:12-20; 27 (CEB) 

“Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unity and has many parts; 
and all the parts of the body are one body, even though there are many. 
We were all bap zed by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or 
slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Certainly the body 
isn’t one part but many. If the foot says, ‘I’m not part of the body because 
I’m not a hand,’ does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the ear says, 
‘I’m not part of the body because I’m not an eye,’ does that mean it’s not 
part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, what would happen to the 
hearing? And if the whole body were an ear, what would happen to the 
sense of smell? But as it is, God has placed each one of the parts in the 
body just like He wanted. If all were one and the same body part, what 
would happen to the body? But as it is, there are many parts but one body. 
… You are the Body of Christ and parts of each other.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Geri Baum 
Mark Grossenheider 

Natalie Grossenheider 
Julie Hill  

Sandra Lewis 
Mitch Mitchell 

Jerry Primm 
Bill Reichter 

Art Schna erly 
Nini Schneider 
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Coleman  Family 
Fowler Family 

Thibault Family 
 

The Fe ers, Portscheller, and 
Dollen families on the passing 
of  Billie Fe ers, the mother of 

Nancy Portscheller 
 

The Goodwin and Kaddouri 
families on the passing Duke 

Goodwin, the father of  
Tracy Kaddouri 

 
Please li  up the people of 
Ukraine during this devas-

ta ng me in their country. 
May God protect them and 

provide wisdom for their lead-
ers. May the Holy Spirit help 

us find ways to support them. 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 


