
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Dear Heavenly 

Father, we lower our heads before You and 

we confess that we have too often forgotten 

that we are Yours. Sometimes we carry on 

our lives as if there was no God and we fall 

short of being a credible witness to You. For 

these things we ask Your forgiveness and we 

also ask for Your strength. Give us clear minds 

and open hearts so we may witness to You in 

our world. Remind us to be who You would 

have us to be, regardless of what we are do-

ing or who we are with. Hold us to You and 

build our relationship with You and with 

those You have given us on earth. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

Family Time: 
What kinds of things do you hope for? Do you 

hope for good grades? Do you hope to be-

come a really good musician or dancer or 

athlete? Maybe, during the school year, you 

hope for summer to get here soon! We all 

have many things we hope for, but part of 

being a Christian means having a different 

kind of hope. Christians hold on to a strong 

hope that when we die, we all get to meet 

Jesus, who ascended into heaven after His 

Resurrection. We hope that one day, Jesus 

will return from heaven where He ascended, 

and restore all of creation to the kind of per-

fect place it was when God first created it. 

Christians hold on to the hope that even 

though the world contains both evil and 

good, some day, it will be completely good. 

Jesus called that world “the Kingdom of 

God”! 

MONDAY 7.4.22                              Genesis 1:1-2:4 
Having spent four weeks looking at the question, “How Do  
Christians Live?,” we are now moving into the final weeks of our 
study of the Christian basics where we focus on the question, 
“How Do Christians Die?” In the four weeks of this series, we will 
look at beliefs related to the Christian understanding of the issues 
related to “last things” - including Christian hope, the final judg-
ment, the resurrection of the body, and eternal life. This week we 
examine the idea of Christian hope - which is founded in the basic 
Christian affirmation that at the end of history, we meet God! 
Drilling deeper, this Christian hope finds expression in three dis-
tinct ways: the hope of life after death, the hope of the return of 
Jesus Christ at the end of time, and hope in the ultimate fulfill-
ment of the Kingdom of God that Jesus said He came to inaugu-
rate. We begin today with the Genesis story of creation, because 
the full biblical narrative is the story of God’s plan and work to 
ultimately restore creation to what God originally intended, as 
described in today’s reading. Christians believe that the world 
must end as it began … and in the beginning, God declared that 
the Creation was “good.” The present work of God in the world, 
through the activity of the Holy Spirit, is to restore that “good.” 

• What purpose do you think God had in mind as He created? 

TUESDAY 7.5.22                                 Isaiah 11:1-16 
Today’s passage from Isaiah is a great example of the way the Old 
Testament writers spoke of hope. Often in the Old Testament, 
images of hope and despair are presented in an uneasy tension. 
But at times, the vision of the perfected creation referred to in 
yesterday’s study burst through and take center stage. As today’s 
reading shows, this hope often involves the coming of a perfect 
ruler, a descendant of King David—”a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse”—who would rule over the people as a perfect representa-
tive of God’s will. The Old Testament hope was that this ruler 
would be characterized by justice, righteousness, and faithful-
ness. Not only that, but the coming of this king would yield not 
only perfected human justice, but a perfected creation as well. 
No longer will there be predators and prey, no longer will lambs 
fear wolves, goats fear leopards, or calves fear lions. Even a baby 
will be able to play fearlessly near a viper’s nest … in fact, “a little 
child will lead them” all. The Old Testament insists that when 
humans returned to God’s will, nature itself would be restored as 
well. These words of the Old Testament provide the foundation 
for the Christian hope, and belief, that Jesus represents the ad-
vent of the fulfillment of the prophetic promises. 

• Do you share this hope for a perfected creation? 

WEDNESDAY 7.6.22                    Matthew 24:1-44 
By the time Jesus lived, the Old Testament hope whose founda-
tion was laid by Isaiah and other prophets had resulted in a full-
blown hope for a Messiah who would set up a perfect Kingdom of 
God on earth. Language referring to “the end of the age” became 
prominent, as a way to speak of this hope for the literal end of an 
age defined by injustice, cruelty, and sin, to be replaced by an age 
characterized by justice and Godly righteousness. In today’s read-
ing, Jesus’ disciples read Jesus’ language about the coming de-
struction of the Temple as a reference to this anticipated “end of 
the age.” The lengthy teaching that follows in chapters 24 and 25 
is important—coming, as it does, just days before Jesus’ crucifix-
ion. While Christians still hope for the coming age, Jesus insists its 
timing is unknowable, as sudden as Noah’s flood, happening in 
the midst of the everyday life of work and marriage, rather than 
signaled by human conflict or natural disaster. Jesus’ ultimate 
lesson for His disciples is basic: “Keep watch, and be ready.” 
While Christians live in the hope of the culmination of this age 
and the coming of the next, in the meantime, their lives in this 
age are to be characterized by the carrying out of God’s work. 

• Do you tend to look for signs that “the end of the age is up-
on us,” or simply go about the work of God in the world? 

THURSDAY 7.7.22                                  Acts 1:1-11 
Often Christians focus on the life, death, and resurrection of Je-
sus, while giving little or no attention to the reality of Christ’s 
ascension into heaven, as described in today’s reading from Acts. 
In the immediate aftermath of Christ’s ascension into heaven, in 
His resurrected bodily form, two “men dressed in white” ap-
peared to the disciples to pronounce to them the promise of 
Christ’s return. Christians have lived in the daily hope and expec-
tation of the fulfillment of this promise for 2,000 years. We affirm 
this hope regularly in our Communion liturgy: “Christ has died, 
Christ has risen, Christ will come again.” We need to emphasize 
that Christians do not believe that Jesus exists in heaven as a 
spiritual being. Christians believe that Jesus reigns and rules with 
God the Father in His glorified, resurrected, bodily form—the 
form that ascended into heaven—and that in this same bodily 
form, Christ will return to earth. Jesus promised His disciples that 
after He returned to the Father, He would send the Holy Spirit, 
which He did, on the day of Pentecost. From the perspective of 
the Gospel, the next Christ-event whose fulfillment we await is 
the return of Jesus. We live in the in-between, Kingdom-creating 
time between the Ascension, and Christ’s return. 

• How do you picture Jesus in heaven? How does the Bible? 



FRIDAY 7.8.22                          1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Both Matthew, in 24:37 from Wednesday’s reading, and Paul, in 
today’s reading from 1 Thessalonians, use a unique Greek word 
to refer to the promised “coming” of Jesus Christ. This is not the 
most common Greek word for “coming” (erchomai) but the word 
parousia, which is almost always used in reference to a kingly or 
imperial visit. Similarly, the word translated “to meet the Lord” in 
1 Thessalonians 4:17, apantesin, is an imperial term, referring to 
the greeting party that would be sent out ahead of a king’s arrival 
to escort the king into the city. Paul’s description here of what is 
commonly referred to as “the Rapture” cannot be properly un-
derstood apart from Daniel 7:13-14, where the “Son of Man” is 
given, by God, all authority and power. Paul applies common, 
every day, imperial language to the picture of Christ the King 
returning in bodily form from His heavenly throne, with an escort 
party of His living followers joining Him to welcome Him back! 
But first, all of the dead in Christ will rise to share in His Resurrec-
tion—but more on that in a couple weeks! Note in verse 18 that 
these words are meant to be an encouragement to the disciples 
of Christ in Thessalonica who were living in the anticipation of 
Christ’s immediate return—as they still are for us today. 

• How have you imagined the Rapture? Do you expect it? 

SATURDAY 7.9.22                      Revelation 19:11-20:6 
The study of the end times in Revelation captivates many people. 
Others avoid the book at all cost, finding its imagery and symbol-
ism overwhelming, if not incomprehensible. And it is true that 
Revelation should be the last book any Christian studies, as it 
presupposes a firm grasp of all the theology of both the Old and 
New Testaments. But today’s reading is important for all Chris-
tians, because it provides a picture—in symbols—of what we 
should hope for at Christ’s return. With all the cultural imagery 
associated with “Armageddon,” many Christians are surprised at 
the one-sidedness of the Bible’s portrayal of this ultimate battle 
between good and evil. “Their armies gathered together … but 
the beast was captured.” Furthermore, this “beast” is destroyed 
by “the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the 
horse,” which is a clear biblical reference to the proclaimed Word 
of God (see Isaiah 49:2), and not a reference to physical warfare. 
Revelation goes on to provide assurance that martyred Christians 
will rise to share in Christ’s reign, during a period known as “the 
Millenium,” as a reward for their faithful service, prior to the 
general resurrection to come. In the end, the Christian hope for 
the victory of God’s good over Satan’s evil will prove true. 

• Do you live in the hope of God’s final victory over evil? 

Daily Study Guide                                                               July 3—9, 2022 

Sermon Series: Christian Basics—How Do Christians Die? 

Week One: “What Is Christian Hope?” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, July 3: 1 John 3:1-3 (CEB) 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us in that we should be 

called God’s children, and that is what we are! Because the world didn’t 

recognize Him, it doesn’t recognize us. Dear friends, we are now God’s 

children, and it hasn’t yet appeared what we will be. We know that when 

He appears we will be like Him because we’ll see Him as He is. And every-

one who has this hope in Him purifies Himself even as He is pure.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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The Burns family on the pass-
ing of Norma Burns 
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