
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Almighty and most merciful Father, we are 

thankful that Your mercy is higher than the 

heavens, wider than our wanderings, and 

deeper than all our sin. Forgive our frivolous 

attitude toward life, our callousness toward 

suffering, our envy of those who have more 

than we have, our obsession with creating a 

life of constant pleasure, our indifference to 

the treasures of heaven, and our neglect of 

Your wise and gracious law. Help us to change 

our ways of life so that we may desire what is 

good, love what You love, and do what You 

command. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

Family Time: 
Have you ever seen someone get away with 

something you knew was wrong, without 

getting in any trouble at all? How did that 

make you feel? How would it make you feel if 

you knew, for absolute certain, that some 

day, the truth would come out, and they 

would have to face the consequences of what 

they had done? The Bible says that some day, 

when Jesus comes back to earth, everyone 

will have to face Jesus, who knows the abso-

lute truth about every one of us, and face the 

consequences of our actions. The good news 

is that if we have put our faith in Jesus, and 

changed our lives to do good instead of evil 

like He asks us to, we don’t have to fear this 

judgment. But if we ignore Him and just keep 

doing the things He tells us not to, then we 

will have to bear the consequences of our 

actions. 

MONDAY 7.11.22                            Genesis 3:1-24 
We begin this week’s readings about judgment at the beginning—
the story of the fall of humanity. Prior to this story, in the last 
verse of chapter two, we read about the perfect, idyllic life of 
Adam and Eve—”the man and his wife were both naked, and 
they felt no shame.” The disobedience of God’s command not to 
eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil led first 
to fear and shame—emotions previously unknown. When God 
called out to them, “Where are you?,” Adam answered, “I was 
afraid, so I hid.” These first words of God after the fall, are the 
same words God has asked every human being after—”Where 
are you? I am looking for you.” God seeks us even in the midst of 
our sin, seeking us back into relationship. But the story makes 
clear that there were ramifications of Adam and Eve’s sin—that 
their sin was judged. While most people focus on the introduc-
tion of death as a result of their sin, in fact, a close reading of the 
words shows that the real punishment was an unfulfilling life, not 
merely death. Distorted male/female relationships, the joy of 
childbirth being tainted by pain, the produce of the ground that 
sustains us coming only with toil and sweat. Perhaps, it is God’s 
mercy that we are not sentenced to this unfulfilling life eternally. 

• Where do you see judgment and mercy in the story? 

TUESDAY 7.12.22                                       Psalm 96 
We might be surprised by the end of this psalm to realize that the 
motivation for its call to praise and worship God is the reality of 
God’s coming judgment! Many Christians today avoid the subject 
of God’s judgment because it seems to portray God as vindictive, 
taking out His wrath upon those who cannot meet His standard. 
But note that this is not the image of God that is portrayed in this 
psalm of judgment! For the ancient Israelites, a prime motivation 
for the praise of God was that “He will judge the peoples with 
equity … He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples 
in His truth.” In biblical theology, it is the oppressors who should 
fear God’s coming judgment, while the oppressed—the category 
the people of God usually found themselves in—delight in the 
assurance of a coming judgment. Throughout history, whenever 
the people of God have suffered at the hands of the Godless, they 
have held on to a confidence that there will one day be a reckon-
ing, and this has been a reason for praise. What has happened 
that we no longer sing praises to God for His coming judgment? 
Could it be that we are afraid we will be counted among the op-
pressors, and not among the oppressed? 

• How does the reality of Judgment Day affect you? Do you 
avoid thinking about it, or praise God because of it? 

WEDNESDAY 7.13.22                        Amos 5:18-27 
Today’s reading is almost a direct counter to yesterday’s reading, 
and a warning we should pay attention to! Yes, the psalmist in 
yesterday’s reading rejoiced in the coming Day of Judgment, as 
did many people years later, in Amos’ day. In his time, “the day of 
the LORD” - language referring to God’s coming day of judg-
ment—was strongly anticipated as the time that Israel would 
finally be delivered from the hands of her foreign oppressors. But 
at the same time, the people lived in denial that the kinds of 
problems Amos spoke about in today’s passage were real, in-
sisting that everything was alright and that when God defeated 
their enemies on Judgment Day, things would be even better. 
Amos told the people that the judgment they so joyfully antici-
pated would not take the form they thought it would—that it was 
the people of God themselves who would be judged. What they 
thought would be a day of reckoning for their enemies would in 
fact be a day of reckoning for them! Amos insisted that God des-
pises religion that goes through the motions while not impacting 
our way of life. Ignoring God’s demand for justice in society is the 
behavior God will come to judge—and it will be a dark day for 
those found guilty. 

• How do you square today’s reading with yesterday’s? 

THURSDAY 7.14.22                   Matthew 11:20-24 
The testimony of each of the four Gospels is that Jesus spoke 
about the reality of God’s coming judgment frequently. In fact, as 
today’s reading demonstrates, Jesus understood that one of the 
purposes of His many miracles was to bring people to repentance 
of sin in order to be prepared for the coming Day of Judgment. 
Look at the Old Testament Scriptures in Isaiah 23 concerning Tyre 
and Sidon, and in Genesis 18-19 concerning Sodom for a better 
grasp of the intensity of Jesus’ denunciation of Korazin, Bethsai-
da, and Capernaum. Jesus insists that even places as bad as these 
would have repented had they witnessed the kinds of miracles 
Jesus performed in the cities of his time. The passage illustrates 
the Biblical truth that the greater the revelation, the greater the 
accountability. The cities in Galilee Jesus mentions were extraor-
dinarily privileged and blessed to have Jesus among them, and 
yet they did not acknowledge Him by repenting of their sin. Jesus 
insists this makes them more culpable for their sin than even 
very wicked places that did not have the benefit of the image of 
God in Christ among them. Failure to repent of sin, especially 
when confronted with the reality of Jesus, leads to judgment. 

• Have you been brought to repentance by an encounter with 
Jesus? Or are you refusing to repent in spite of it? 



FRIDAY 7.15.22                                        Romans 2:1-16 
Paul does not pull any punches in his words to the Roman Chris-
tians concerning the Day of Judgment. Note well the behaviors 
that lead to a negative judgment, and those that lead to a posi-
tive judgment! First and foremost in the list of offenses leading to 
a negative judgment is the hypocrisy of judging others when we 
are guilty of the same behaviors. Second, consistent with the 
message of Jesus we saw in Matthew yesterday, is a stubborn 
and unrepentant heart. Third is seeking self, rejecting truth, and 
following evil. The behavior that leads to a positive judgment, on 
the other hand, is repeatedly identified as persistence in doing 
good. For those who receive a negative judgment, Paul uses lan-
guage of wrath, anger, trouble, distress, and perishing, while he 
uses language of eternal life, glory, honor, and peace for those 
who receive a positive judgment. And all of this happens “on the 
day when God will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as 
my gospel declares.” Paul wants the Roman Christians to be clear 
on this fact: there will be a future judgment, and those who claim 
to have put their faith in Jesus Christ must be living lives that 
demonstrate obedience through doing good to be among those 
who receive a positive judgment on that day. 

• Which judgment would your life today merit? 

SATURDAY 7.16.22                            2 Peter 2:4—3:14 
We end this week’s study with a long passage from Peter, be-
cause the flow of his argument makes it difficult to get the full 
meaning from a shortened reading. While Peter reinforces much 
of what we read from Paul yesterday, he insists the darkest pun-
ishment awaits those who have “left the straight way and wan-
dered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the 
wages of wickedness,” and who go on to “entice people who are 
just escaping from those who live in error.” These Christians, who 
had at one time “escaped the corruption of the world,” and who 
“have known our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” have now com-
mitted a grave sin by “turning their backs on the sacred command 
that was passed on to them,” and will suffer severe punishment. 
Apparently, some of these people were even going so far as to 
deny Christ’s return and the Day of Judgment that would accom-
pany it. Peter says this is to be expected, but that the Day of 
Judgment is as sure as it can be. In the meantime, Christians must 
persevere in the faith, live holy and godly lives, and find hope in 
the promise that after Judgment Day, there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth where righteousness will be the norm. 

• Why do you think Peter has such harsh words for those who 
turn away from Christ? Do you look forward to “that day”? 

Daily Study Guide                                                            July 10-16, 2022 

Sermon Series: Christian Basics—How Do Christians Die? 

Week Two: “What Is Judgment?” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, July 10: Matthew 12:33-37 (CEB) 

“Either consider the tree good and its fruit good, or consider the tree rotten 

and its fruit rotten. A tree is known by its fruit. Children of snakes! How can 

you speak good things while you are evil? What fills the heart comes out of 

the mouth. Good people bring out good things from their good treasure. 

But evil people bring out evil things from their evil treasure. I tell you that 

people will have to answer on Judgment Day for every useless word they 

speak. By your words you will be judged innocent or condemned as guilty.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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passing of Norma Burns 
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