
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  Gracious God, 

our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to 
hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our 
lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no 
longer bear, and what has become for us a 
consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from 
a past that we cannot change; open to us a 
future in which we can be changed; and grant 
us grace to grow more and more in Your like-
ness and image, through Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World. Amen. 
My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
One of the best promises in all the Bible is the 

promise God makes that someday, when 

Jesus returns, the entire universe will be re-

created into a place where there is no more 

death, no more pain, no more suffering, no 

more violence, and no more hurting. Every-

one who believes in Jesus will get to live in 

this new world, forever and ever! This is what 

the Bible calls “eternal life,” and it is going to 

be better than anything we can possibly imag-

ine! However you might imagine going to 

heaven, the Bible says that what it is really 

going to be like is way, way, better than that! 

Until that day comes, we are supposed to live 

like it is already here, not being the cause of 

anyone else’s pain, suffering, or hurting. Can 

you imagine how amazing that day will be? 

MONDAY 7.25.22                            Isaiah 65:17-25 
Having considered Christian beliefs about hope, judgment, and 
the resurrection of the body in our study of “How Do Christians 
Die?”, we now turn to the final belief that we will address in our 
seven-month study of Christian basics—eternal life. We will 
spend most of this week in the New Testament, but most of the 
New Testament understanding of eternal life finds its basis in the 
Old Testament assurance that God’s desire is for the entire crea-
tion to be brought back into order from the disorder that human 
sin sent it into. Eternal life is not merely about each person in 
Christ receiving a “reward” … it is about the redemption of all of 
creation, of which each individual person is a part. Thus, the 
prophet Isaiah speaks God’s promise that this redeemed, new, 
heaven, and earth will be different. If eternal life is really eternal, 
it cannot be like life as we know it. Otherwise, eternal life would 
be intolerable. Rather, things like pain, tears, and death, will be 
no more. In this eternal existence, all creation will be in harmony, 
as God intended from the beginning. As Isaiah says, “the wolf and 
the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the 
ox.” 

• What is your image of eternal life? What experiences in your 
life have led you to this picture? 

TUESDAY 7.26.22                      Matthew 19:16-30 

The story of the rich young man questioning Jesus about how to 
gain eternal life is well known. The story does not tell us exactly 
what this young man’s expectations of eternal life were, but we 
can see that he did not equate it to earthly wealth, because he 
already had that. He did not equate it to the keeping of the Old 
Testament law, because he had done that his whole life. Yet the 
man was still seeking “eternal life.” He recognized that some-
thing, some quality of life, now or in the future, was missing from 
his life, something beyond wealth or even religious piety—a qual-
ity that he desperately wanted and hoped Jesus could provide the 
answer to. Of course, the young man wasn’t thrilled with Jesus’ 
answer. But Jesus went on to assure His disciples that everyone 
who made personal sacrifices for His sake would receive eternal 
life. Jesus’ words demonstrate clearly that there is a deep con-
nection between gaining eternal life and committing one’s life to 
Jesus. In fact, from a truly Christian perspective, “eternal life” 
begins not at death, but at the very moment in which Jesus Christ 
becomes Lord of one’s life. The promise then, is that this eternal 
life we live now continues into eternity. It is both a quality of life 
here and now, and a promise that it will never end. 

• How are you experiencing eternal life today? 

WEDNESDAY 7.27.22                          John 11:1-44 
The association between faith in Jesus and eternal life that was 
implicit in yesterday’s reading is made explicit in today’s. In the 
story of the raising of Lazarus, Jesus says, “Whoever believes in 
me will live, even though they die, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.”  The claim is astounding at every 
level. A future beyond God’s judgment in Eden after the sin of 
Adam and Eve (“He must not be allowed to reach out his hand 
and take also from the tree of life and eat and live forever” - Gen-
esis 3:22) is made possible through the authority God has invest-
ed in Jesus. The resurrection of Lazarus is far more than an act of 
compassion for Jesus’ close friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. It 
is a powerful demonstration of the authority God has given to 
Jesus over even the final enemy of humanity, death. In the course 
of her conversation with Jesus, Mary affirms her belief in the 
coming resurrection of the dead (see last week’s readings,) but 
now, Jesus directly connects the verdict each individual receives 
on Judgment Day to belief, or faith, in Him. Because Mary affirms 
this faith strongly (“I believe that You are the Christ”,) Jesus pro-
vides a vivid demonstration of the validity of His claim. Lazarus 
lives, even though he died! 

• What do you think it means to “believe in Jesus”? 

THURSDAY 7.28.22                          Romans 6:1-23 
Paul’s letter to the Romans can be a difficult read. Paul uses a lot 
of rhetorical argument, sometimes even stating the opposite of 
what his point really is, so that he can refute it in the words that 
follow. Don’t miss the impact of his opening statements in to-
day’s reading—”we were buried with Jesus through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life” (italics added for emphasis.) In other words, every Christian 
baptism signifies the termination of this mortal life and the be-
ginning of a new, eternal life, in Christ. The words that follow are 
an elaboration on the characteristics of this new life, as slaves to 
righteousness rather than as slaves to sin. This new life culmi-
nates in holiness (remember our week on sanctification,) and, 
Paul says, “the result is eternal life.” Reaffirming Jesus’ path be-
yond the judgment of Eden discussed yesterday, Paul explains, 
“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Jesus our Lord.” Humanity has two paths before it. One leads to 
death, as God’s judgment in Eden proclaims. The other leads to 
eternal life, as Christ’s proclamation at Lazarus’ tomb offers. The 
turning point is a life of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

• Have you accepted eternal life as a gift God wants to give? 



FRIDAY 7.29.22                                           Revelation 21 
Did you catch the echoes of Monday’s reading from Isaiah 65 at 
the beginning of today’s reading? John, the author of Revelation, 
is telling us that in his vision, God showed him the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s promises. Look at all the imagery of this re-created heav-
en and earth that John describes. There is “no longer any sea” - in 
Old Testament theology, the sea represented chaos and danger. 
The new Jerusalem is a bride, shining like a jewel—the city, itself, 
shares the glory of God! Its foundation is the apostles—implying 
that this New Israel is founded on the teaching of the apostles. Its 
gates are the twelve tribes of Israel—implying that all people who 
share this foundation have access to the city. These gates are 
never closed, even at night, because there is no need to keep the 
city safe from outside threats. Most importantly, “now the dwell-
ing of God is with men, and He will live with them.” In this new 
reality, there is no need of a temple, because the people live 
eternally in God’s presence. Thus, ”there will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain.” This is what those who live in 
Christ can look forward to. This is the beginning of the Bible’s 
picture of eternal life. We will read the rest tomorrow. 

• Is Revelation’s picture of eternal life how you imagine it? 
What is similar, and what is different? 

SATURDAY 7.30.22                                    Revelation 22 
John’s vision of eternal life continues in today’s reading – the final 
chapter of the entire Bible. Flowing from the throne of God is a 
life-giving river, with the tree of life—the very tree that Adam and 
Eve were barred from in Genesis—on either bank! The tree of life 
provides healing and lifts the curse of Adam. Those who have 
served God on earth continue to serve God in eternity, while also 
reigning forever and ever! Note well the requirements for life in 
the New Jerusalem in verse 14—”those who wash their robes” 
are the ones who may enter the city. Revelation 7:14 gives more 
context—these robes are washed “in the Lamb’s blood.” It is only 
those who have accepted and have faith in Jesus Christ’s sacrifi-
cial death on the cross who have access to eternal life in the New 
Jerusalem. Those who remain eternally outside its gates are the 
wicked (“dogs”,) practitioners of witchcraft, the sexually immoral, 
murderers, idolaters, and purveyors of falsehood. Only that 
which promotes abundant life is permitted in the eternal life of 
the New Jerusalem, and the biblical witness is that these activities 
are life-destroying rather than life-promoting. The Bible’s final 
word is a prayer for this eternal life we hope for to come soon, 
via the return of Jesus Christ. 

• Have you done what is required for the gift of eternal life? 

Daily Study Guide                                                            July 24-30, 2022 

Sermon Series: Christian Basics—How Do Christians Die? 

Week Four: “What Is Eternal  Life?” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, July 24: John 3:16 (CEB) 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in Him won’t perish but will have eternal life.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Coleman Family 

Fowler Family 
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The Primm family on the  

passing of Jerry Primm 
 

The Dickson family on the 

passing of Georgia Dickson 
 

The Mueller and Lindemann 

family on the passing of  

Renee Mueller 
 

The Brooks family  

on the passing of Don Brooks 
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