
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin your 

me with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Give us cour-
age, Lord, that we might search the deepest 
and darkest corners of our being for anything 
that offends Your Holy Name.  Give us mercy 
that we might stand in the brilliance of Your 
Light.  For Your own sake, give us grace that 
we might go from this congrega on cleansed 
from our sin and refreshed for Your service.   
My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Is there something in your life that you get 
really, really, excited about? What is it about 
it that makes you so excited? Have you ever 
thought about whether or not the thing that 
gets you really excited is really important? 
Some mes in life, things that don’t ma er all 
that much can s ll get us all excited, like a TV 
show, a movie, a video game, or even a cer-
tain kind of shoes! And that’s OK—because 
God wants us to enjoy life, and those things 
can make life really fun! But God also wants 
us to get excited about things that really are 
important. God sent Jesus to us so that we 
could know what God is like. Jesus said that 
believing that God had sent Him was the key 
to a fulfilling life. So we should never stop 
being excited that God loved us so much that 
He sent Jesus. Because believing in Jesus is 
the most important thing we can do! 

MONDAY 8.1.22                               Genesis 15:1‐6 
A er seven full months of studying the Chris an Basics, we are 
approaching the end. This week, we want to ask what difference 
it all makes? Why does what we believe about God the Father, 
Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit really ma er? Our daily read-
ings this week will a empt to answer that ques on by looking at 
Scripture passages that speak to this idea of “belief,” beginning 
with this week’s reading from Genesis. The statement, “Abram 
believed the LORD, and He credited it to him as righteousness” in 
Genesis 15:6 is a profoundly important biblical claim. Paul refer-
ences this statement in Gala ans 3:6 to underpin his en re argu-
ment that our salva on is rooted in faith, or belief, in what Christ 
has accomplished on the cross, and not in our own efforts to 
uphold the law of Moses. Yet yesterday, in the Sunday Scripture 
from James, James writes that Abraham’s belief also led to deci-
sive ac on—even a willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac at God’s 
request. Belief, faith, and trust are nearly synonymous in biblical 
wri ng. What we believe ma ers, because our ac ons are driven 
by what we believe. Because Abraham believed God, had faith in 
God, and trusted in God, he was willing to do what God asked of 
him, even if he didn’t fully understand it. 
 How in your life has belief about Jesus led to ac on? 

TUESDAY 8.2.22  1 Cor. 14:22; 1 Thess. 1:7; 1 Tim. 4:12 
Today, we read three verses from the apostle Paul, across his life 
of ministry. 1 Thessalonians is one of Paul’s earliest le ers, if not 
the earliest, while 1 Corinthians comes from later in his ministry, 
and 1 Timothy from very late, near the end of Paul’s life. What 
we see in each of these verses is that throughout the early 
church, the word “believer” was shorthand for “Chris an.” Paul 
consistently used the word “believer” to refer to those who had 
accepted salva on in Christ, poin ng to the theological under-
standing that Chris an belief is core to personal iden ty. Those 
earliest Chris ans no longer found their primary self-
understanding as tentmakers or blacksmiths, Thessalonians or 
Corinthians, upper class or lower class, former Jew or former 
pagan, or even male or female, as Paul writes in Gala ans 3:28. 
Their iden ty as “believer in Christ” superseded all others, and 
made all other social dis nc ons irrelevant. To be a believer in 
Christ created a unity and a bond that nothing else was supposed 
to be able to break through. The power of “belief” in Christ was 
unsurpassed in the en re social structure of the ancient Roman 
world, and offended many s ll guided by other dis nc ons. 

 Does “belief” s ll hold this kind of power today? Where do 
you see that to be true? Where has it failed? Why is that? 

WEDNESDAY 8.3.22                           Mark 9:14‐24 
Perhaps the power of belief among the earliest Chris ans found 
its basis in the words of Jesus Himself. In His conversa on with 
the father of a young man with life-threatening seizures, Jesus 
makes the astonishing statement, “Everything is possible for him 
who believes.” The statement was made, of course, in response 
to the father’s words that revealed to Jesus a certain amount of 
doubt on the father’s part as to whether or not Jesus really could 
help his son. The father’s response, then—”I do believe, help my 
unbelief” - speaks for many Chris ans who live within the tension 
between belief and unbelief. We should be heartened by the fact 
that Jesus healed the young man on the basis of the father’s faith 
that guided him to Jesus in the first place. The father’s conduct in 
bringing his son to Jesus demonstrates that he did believe that 
Jesus could bring healing. It was perhaps only the failure of Jesus’ 
disciples—the ones we would expect to have the strongest be-
lief—to heal his son that led the father to his doubts as to wheth-
er Jesus Himself would even be able to. The world around us is 
full of tempta ons away from belief. But if we hold firm to our 
belief, and what we have been taught, we will find our conduct 
and decisions being more and more transformed by that belief. 
 What is leading you to doubt? What leads you to believe? 

THURSDAY 8.4.22                                     Acts 1:1‐8 
For the earliest Chris ans, their belief in the world-shaking sig-
nificance of Jesus’ life, death, resurrec on, and ascension drove 
their mission to spread this news throughout the world. What 
they believed about Jesus gave their lives a new and different 
purpose. To be a Chris an believer was to be in mission, even if 
that mission involved taking risks with rela onships, possessions, 
and even with their very lives. Prior to His ascension, Jesus told 
His disciples, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all  
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Commissioned 
by Jesus, these believers understood that part of the power of 
belief was an impulse to share that belief with the rest of the 
world. The book of Acts portrays the efforts of the earliest Chris-

ans to fulfill this mission, and by less than halfway through the 
book, the story shi s to emphasize the story of Paul, who would 
be the first to really embrace the world-reaching implica ons of 
belief in Christ. Suffering bea ngs, imprisonment, and many oth-
er humilia ons, Paul persevered in his mission to take the mes-
sage of Christ to the ends of the earth—because of his belief. 
 Have your Chris an beliefs filled you with a sense of mis-

sion? When has your belief meant humilia on or pain? 



FRIDAY 8.5.22                                        Romans 8:28‐39 
As we saw in yesterday’s reading, the apostle Paul o en suffered 
physically and emo onally in defense of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. By the me Paul wrote his le er to the Romans, such re-
sponses to the gospel were more common and widespread. Yet 
Paul was insistent that believers were “more than conquerors” 
over the evils of the world. Paul was teaching the Roman Chris-

ans that while believers cannot control the fact that the gospel 
of Christ might produce trouble, hardship, persecu on, famine, 
nakedness, danger, or even death by the sword, believers should 
not face these difficul es with an a tude of vic mhood. Rather, 
with a strong belief and confidence in their adop on as children 
of the Almighty Creator God through the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross, believers face these difficul es with the understanding 
that, like Jesus on the cross, they are not helpless vic ms. God 
did not abandon Jesus on the cross, and God will not abandon 
believers in their me of difficulty. Just as Jesus conquered death 
in His Resurrec on, believers are conquerors over anything this 
world can throw at them. This self-understanding changes every-
thing about how we respond to life’s ups and downs. 
 Do you have this kind of self-understanding? How does your 

belief impact your ability to face life’s difficul es? 

SATURDAY 8.6.22                                        John 17:1‐26 
Don’t miss the flow and build-up within Jesus’ powerful prayer 
just prior to his arrest in John’s gospel. The culmina on of this 
prayer is when Jesus says, in verse 20, that He prays for those 
who are already believers, but also for “those who will believe in 
me through their message.” The content of that belief is in verses 
25 and 26—”they know that you have sent me. I have made you 
known to them, and will con nue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them.” Above all else, Chris an belief is the firm con-
vic on that this crucified i nerant Jewish preacher was sent by 
God with the purpose of making God known to humanity. What 
looked to the casual observer like this Jewish man’s ul mate 
defeat—His crucifixion—was in fact the ul mate revela on of 
who God really is. God’s character is made known through acts of 
self-sacrificial love. By dying on the cross, by sacrificing Himself so 
that we could live, Jesus demonstrated God’s self-giving nature. 
Belief is knowing Jesus. Knowing Jesus is knowing God. And 
knowing God as revealed in Jesus Christ is the source of abun-
dant, eternal life. What we believe has eternal consequences. 
 How has Jesus made God known to you? How is Jesus con-

nuing to make God know to you? 

Daily Study Guide                                                 July 31-August 6, 2022 

Sermon Series: Chris an Basics 

Week One: “The Walk of Faith” ‐ Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, July 31: James 2:20‐24 (CEB) 

“Are you so slow? Do you need to be shown that faith without ac ons has 
no value at all? What about Abraham, our father? Wasn’t he shown to be 
righteous through his ac ons when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 
See, his faith was at work along with his ac ons. In fact, his faith was made 
complete by his faithful ac ons. So the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
‘Abraham believed God, and God regarded him as righteous.’ What is more, 
Abraham was called God’s friend. So you see that a person is shown to be 
righteous through faithful ac ons and not through faith alone.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________
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The Brooks family on the  
passing of Don Brooks 

 
The Dickson family on the 
passing of Georgia Dickson 

 
The Mueller and Lindemann 

family on the passing of  
Renee Mueller 

 
The Primm family on the  
passing of Jerry Primm 
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