
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Gracious God, I 

know that You are my Potter. You made me. 
You redeemed me. You recreated me in 
Christ to be Your masterpiece.  How I thank 
You, dear Lord, for not giving up on me when 
I’m less than You intend. Thank You for Your 
patience and mercy. Thank You for continuing 
to shape me even when I resist You and Your 
work.  Help me to live each moment of each 
day for You and Your purposes. May I 
acknowledge You as my Potter, not only 
through my words, but also through my 
works. By Your Spirit, help me to do the good 
things You have planned for me so long ago. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

Family Time: 
Has a parent, or a teacher, or a coach, or 

anyone else who takes care of you ever asked 

you to carry out a very special task? Maybe 

you were asked to be a speaker at an assem-

bly, or to sing a solo in a choir, or to be the 

starting pitcher in an important baseball 

game. Were you excited? Scared? Anxious? 

Did part of you want to say “no” while anoth-

er part of you was really proud to have been 

asked? Did the person who asked you tell you 

they would help prepare you so you would do 

a great job? The Bible teaches us that some-

times God asks us to do very special things for 

Him—things that God thinks no one except us 

could do as well as we could. Sometimes that 

might make us anxious! But God also promis-

es that anything He asks us to do, He’ll be 

there to help us, turning us into people who 

are really, really, good at doing whatever God 

asks us to! 

MONDAY 9.5.22                                Exodus 3:1-12 
This week, we are using Isaiah’s imagery of the “potter and the 
clay” from Sunday’s sermon as the launching point for thinking 
about biblical examples of God’s history of molding normal, eve-
ryday people into people capable of transforming the world in 
partnership with God. One of the earliest examples comes from 
today’s reading in Exodus. Here, Moses is minding his own busi-
ness, tending flocks in the middle of the desert when God calls 
out to him from a burning bush. Notice the language God uses 
with Moses in this encounter: “I have come down to rescue them 
… So now, go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people 
the Israelites out of Egypt.” God says that HE is coming down to 
rescue the enslaved Hebrews, but then says that MOSES is the 
one who is actually going to go do it! We shouldn’t be surprised 
then, that God’s response to Moses’ “Who ME?” question is “I 
will be with you.” Moses is being molded into the human vessel 
through whom God will act to accomplish a great salvation for 
God’s people. Along the way, Moses will have struggles, ques-
tions, and make mistakes, but God is aways there, leading the 
way. And Moses cooperates with God’s desire to use him in this 
way, even when he is afraid or lacks confidence. 

• When have you lacked the confidence to do what God asks? 

TUESDAY 9.6.22                          1 Samuel 16:1-13 

As surprised as Moses may have been by God’s appearance to 
him at the burning bush in yesterday’s reading, imagine how, in 
today’s reading, the young David, and his father Jesse, must have 
felt when God’s prophet Samuel told them that God had chosen 
David to receive a special anointing from God! While the reader 
knows that the purpose of the anointing is for David to succeed 
Saul as king of Israel, the story never mentions Samuel telling 
David or Jesse that. What they knew was that David had been 
chosen by God for some Godly purpose, and that the anointing 
he received would empower him for that purpose. The remainder 
of the book of 1 Samuel relates many stories of just how God 
molded the shepherd boy David—who already had the inward 
character to fulfill the role—into the mighty King David: as a harp-
ist in King Saul’s court, slaying the warrior Goliath, demonstrating 
leadership, and eventually defeating many of the enemies of 
Israel in battle. Finally, in 2 Samuel 5, when David is 30 years old, 
he becomes the acknowledged king of Israel. God’s work of mold-
ing us into who God wants us to be may take time, but can trans-
form the most unlikely of us into strong Christian leaders. 

• Do you consider yourself an unlikely candidate for God’s 
work? How might God mold you for His service anyway? 

WEDNESDAY 9.7.22                            Isaiah 6:1-13 
It was the prophet Isaiah who wrote that God is the potter and 
we are the clay, in chapter 64. Today’s reading, though, is from 
the very beginning of Isaiah’s ministry, many years earlier. Isaiah 
encountered God in a vision of heaven, where he received his 
commission to be God’s prophet, to speak for God to a communi-
ty unwilling to listen. Isaiah’s initial reaction was an overwhelm-
ing sense of unworthiness—”I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips.” In fact, the holy presence of God 
convinces Isaiah, keenly aware of his sin, that he is about to be 
annihilated simply by being in God’s presence! On one hand, 
Isaiah is correct in his response—sin is incompatible with God’s 
very nature, and cannot exist where God is. Feeling utterly sinful, 
Isaiah can’t comprehend his ability to stand in the presence of 
God. But on the other hand, Isaiah has not yet grasped God’s 
merciful nature. God has chosen Isaiah to be his mouthpiece, in 
spite of his sin, and begins the work of molding Isaiah toward 
fulfilling his purpose by cleansing him of his guilt and sin, symbol-
ized by God’s purifying his “unclean lips” with a live coal from the 
altar. Once cleansed, Isaiah responds, “Here I am. Send me.”  

• Is sin preventing you from fulfilling God’s purpose? Have you 
received forgiveness and the cleansing of sin Christ offers? 

THURSDAY 9.8.22                          Jeremiah 1:1-19 
Like Isaiah, the prophet Jeremiah was at first reluctant to re-
spond to God’s call. But whereas it was Isaiah’s sin that Isaiah felt 
made him inadequate for God’s purpose, for Jeremiah it was his 
youth and lack of experience—”Ah, Sovereign Lord, I do not 
know how to speak; I am only a child.” Just as God reassured 
Moses of His presence, God reassures Jeremiah “Do not be 
afraid, for I am with you and will rescue you.” Rather than having 
his lips touched by a live coal like Isaiah, the hand of God Itself 
touches Jeremiah’s lips, empowering Jeremiah to speak God’s 
words. God’s Word is a Word of judgment against Jerusalem, and 
so God fortifies Jeremiah to be able to stand against those who 
will fight against him. Perhaps the most amazing revelation in 
this entire passage is that God says He appointed Jeremiah to this 
task before he was born, even before he was formed in the 
womb. We shouldn’t be surprised, then, that Jeremiah was so 
young and inexperienced when God called him. The mission was 
urgent, and Jeremiah was born to be the one to fulfill it. God 
brought Jeremiah into His plan from an early age, and walked 
through it with Jeremiah for its entire duration. 

• When has God’s molding of you prepared you for difficult 
circumstances? How were you aware of God’s presence? 



FRIDAY 9.9.22                                            John 12:20-36 
While it might seem unusual to include Jesus in our study of peo-
ple whom God molded to accomplish His will in the world, that is 
only because we tend to skew our perspective on Jesus toward 
the “fully divine” aspect of his being. And yet, Jesus was also 
“fully human,” and in today’s reading from John we see that he 
was a human being who was fully aware and in support of the 
work God would accomplish through him. Knowing what lay 
ahead—His crucifixion and death—Jesus was still able to tell His 
disciples, “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 
‘Father, save me from this hour?’ No, it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour.” The real human being, Jesus, had an absolute-
ly perfect self-understanding. He knew that He had a Godly pur-
pose to fulfill in the world, and He knew that that purpose would 
entail sacrificing His own life so that humanity could be saved. 
Because He was in perfect agreement with God’s plan for His life, 
He knew that asking God to save Him from this purpose would 
imply a decision to no longer align Himself with God. But Jesus 
would not stray from the reason He had come to this hour. The 
result of His commitment to God’s purpose is our very salvation. 

• How might you grow closer to a Christ-like acceptance of 
God’s plan for your life? How important might that be? 

SATURDAY 9.10.22                                         Acts 9:1-22 
The story of the conversion of the Christian-persecutor Saul into 
the Christian-evangelist Paul on the road to Damascus is one of 
the Bible’s greatest stories of God’s power to mold lives to His 
purpose. As chapter 9 of Acts begins, “Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples.” But by verse 16, 
God is telling Ananias, in reference to Saul, “I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my Name,” and by verse 22, Saul is 
“proving that Jesus is the Christ” to the Jews in Damascus. God 
chose Saul to be the one to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ into 
the Greek-speaking, non-Jewish, Roman world precisely as a 
demonstration of God’s power to transform lives, and of God’s 
mercy and grace toward even the greatest sinner. In fact, his own 
experience of life-transformation was what made Paul such a 
powerful witness to the reality of the early church’s testimony of 
Christ’s resurrection. He repeated the story often, in many 
settings, and convinced many who heard him that such a change 
was possible in their own lives as well. And throughout that time, 
God was molding him into the greatest Christian evangelist who-
ever lived—and the author of much of the New Testament! 

• Do you have a story of life-transformation—of how God has 
molded and shaped your life? Do you share it? 

Daily Study Guide                                                  September 4-10, 2022 

Sermon Series: Potter and Clay 

Week One: “Potter and Clay” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, September 4: Isaiah 64:8-9 (CEB) 

“But now, LORD, You are our father. We are the clay, and You are our 

potter. All of us are the work of Your hand. Don’t rage so fiercely, LORD; 

don’t hold our sins against us forever, but gaze now on Your people, all of 

us.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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