
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession: Give us cour-

age, Lord, that we might search the deepest 
and darkest corners of our being for anything 
that offends Your Holy Name.  Give us mercy 
that we might stand in the brilliance of Your 
Light.  For Your own sake, give us grace that 
we might go from this congregation cleansed 
from our sin and refreshed for Your service.   

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

Family Time: 
Have you ever met with a counselor at your 

school? Have you ever needed a friend or a 

family member to be with you as you told 

your parents about something that you were 

afraid they might not believe, so they could 

know you weren’t making it up? Have you 

ever just felt like you wanted someone to be 

with you when you were doing something 

really hard, so you could feel like you weren’t 

in it alone? How did having those people 

help? Sometimes, it can feel like God is far 

away, up in heaven. Sometimes, it can feel 

like Jesus is far away, because He lived 2,000 

years ago. But God promised He would send 

someone the Bible calls the Holy Spirit to be 

right here with us, all the time—a counselor 

for us when we need advice, an advocate for 

us when we need someone to be on our side, 

and a companion for us when we feel alone. 

It’s God’s way of being with us right here and 

now, and not far away in heaven! 

MONDAY 10.3.22                               John 1:29-34 
Three weeks ago, we began our study of Jesus’ promise that if we 
have faith, we will do even “Greater Things” than Him (John 
14:12). This promise was part of Jesus’ teaching at the Last Sup-
per, and this week, we are going to read most of what Jesus 
taught the disciples immediately after sharing that promise with 
them. But because that promise is closely tied to the promise of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, we begin this week by reminding 
ourselves that at the very beginning of John’s Gospel, in today’s 
reading from chapter 1, John the Baptist claimed that Jesus was 
someone who would baptize other people not in water, like John 
was doing, but with the Holy Spirit. As we will see, it is this im-
mersion in the Holy Spirit that becomes the source of power Je-
sus is alluding to when He says that those who have faith in Him 
will do even greater things. By calling people to repentance and 
baptizing them in water, John the Baptist was preparing people 
to become bearers of God’s Holy Spirit into the world. In John 
7:37-39, prior to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, the author says that 
this would happen soon for those who believed in Jesus … but 
not before Jesus’ final glorification in the Resurrection and Ascen-
sion. 

• What do you think it means to be baptized with the Spirit? 

TUESDAY 10.4.22                             John 14:12-21 

Today’s reading comes from near the beginning of Jesus’ lengthy 
teaching discourse during the Last Supper in John’s Gospel. Jesus 
has just made the promise of “Greater Things” the disciples will 
do, and even made the astounding promise that “When you ask 
me for anything in my name, I will do it” (14:14), while also in-
sisting that “if you love me, you will keep my command-
ments” (14:15). Knowing the great difficulty the disciples are 
having in comprehending how these things are possible, Jesus 
now reveals the source of power that will enable these things to 
happen: “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Coun-
selor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth” (14:16-17). The 
word translated here “Counselor” (NIV) is sometimes translated 
“Companion” (CEB) or “Helper” (NASB) or “Advocate” (NRSV) 
because it is a difficult word to translate from Greek into English 
and maintain all the nuance of meaning. The English form of the 
Greek word is “Paraclete,” and its range of meaning includes 
“Comforter” as well. It is a word that most typically referred to a 
counselor for the defense in ancient Greek trials, but Jesus uses it 
as a name for the Holy Spirit of Truth, who will replace Jesus as 
the presence of Truth, still living with them after Jesus’ ascension. 

• Why does Jesus say the world can’t see this Spirit of Truth? 

WEDNESDAY 10.5.22                       John 14:22-27 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus had taught the disciples many 
things about how to live Godly lives in a world that refuses to 
acknowledge God. As the source of truth that Jesus had earlier 
alluded to, Jesus insists that the words He has taught have not 
been His own, but the words of God the Father, the source of all 
truth, who sent Jesus to earth to speak in His name. But what 
would happen after Jesus’ death and resurrection, when the dis-
ciples would no longer be blessed with Jesus’ physical presence 
on earth? The answer, of course, is the Paraclete—the Counselor, 
Helper, Companion, Advocate, and Comforter— “the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my name, teaching you everything 
and reminding you of everything I told you” (14:26). One of the 
primary roles of the Holy Spirit among us is to teach and re-teach 
those things that Jesus taught when He was physically present. 
Among Jesus’ first disciples, this presence of the Holy Spirit 
helped them to remember and record the teachings of Jesus 
written down in the Gospels. For us, who read those words two 
thousand years later, the Holy Spirit continues to guide our read-
ing, interpretation, and application of Jesus’ teachings in our daily 
lives today. 

• What might the Holy Spirit be teaching you today? 

THURSDAY 10.6.22                       John 15:18-16:4 
Sometimes we are surprised when the non-Christian world reacts 
negatively toward Christians. While we might be tempted to 
blame this entirely on the non-Christ-like actions taken by people 
who claim to be followers of Christ (and this does happen), Jesus 
Himself claims that even when we follow Him in complete obedi-
ence, the likely outcome is that we will be hated and harassed by 
the non-Christian world. We can’t expect to not be hated when 
our Master was hated, because after all, “Servants aren’t greater 
than their Master.” But Jesus also says that even though it would 
be almost unbearably difficult to persevere in Christian faith in 
such a world, God has a solution to the problem. The Paraclete, 
the Holy Spirit who proceeds from God the Father, will empower 
us to hold firm to our faith! In fact, this is a primary reason God 
sends the Holy Spirit to us. Even when Christians are persecuted 
to the point of martyrdom, the Holy Spirit will enable disciples of 
Jesus to testify to the truth of Jesus Christ. When it seems like 
the world hates Christians more and more every day, remember 
Jesus’ words: “I have told you this, so that when the time comes 
you will remember that I warned you” (16:4) … and then, draw 
upon the power of the Holy Spirit to persevere. 

• When have you needed the Holy Spirit to keep the faith? 



FRIDAY 10.7.22                                            John 16:5-11 
Today’s reading contains the fourth of five “Paraclete Sayings” in 
John’s Gospel. Each of these sayings conveys additional infor-
mation about how God will continue to be present in the lives of 
Jesus’ disciples even after Jesus physically departs from the earth. 
Amazingly, Jesus teaches His disciples in today’s reading that 
somehow, “It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Paraclete will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
Him to you” (16:7). Somehow, according to Jesus, we as His fol-
lowers are in a better place today, with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit among us, than we would be if Jesus were still present 
among us! The reason for this is the extent of the work the Para-
clete will accomplish in Jesus’ Name. The work of the Holy Spirit, 
then, includes exposing the sin of unbelief, demonstrating that 
Christ alone is the image of earthly righteousness, and giving 
evidence that all earthly leadership that condemns Jesus will 
itself be judged, found guilty, and condemned. All of these things 
can only happen in the aftermath of the tragedy of Jesus’ death 
on the cross, after which the Holy Spirit will be instrumental in 
bringing the world to see how tragically misunderstood Jesus 
really was. 

• Where have you seen the Holy Spirit working in these ways? 

SATURDAY 10.8.22                                   John 16:12-16 
Once again, in this final Paraclete Saying, Jesus emphasizes the 
Holy Spirit’s role in guiding us into Truth. Just as Jesus spoke only 
what God gave Him to speak, the word of the Holy Spirit can be 
trusted as Truth because He too speaks only what He is given by 
the Father. The end result is the glorification of Jesus, the Son of 
God. We need to remember that earlier this week, we saw how 
the Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to remember the teach-
ings of Jesus and record them for us in the Gospels and in the 
other writings of the New Testament. While the Holy Spirit is still 
active in the world today among followers of Jesus Christ, we can 
know with certainty that any word someone claims to speak 
through the power of the Holy Spirit will never contradict or su-
persede the Word of God in Scripture. In fact, the promises we 
read earlier this week are our guarantee that it is through the 
Holy Spirit that we will be guided toward discernment of Truth. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are perfectly united in that Truth, and 
it is the specific work of the Holy Spirit to guard the Truth of Jesus 
Christ in the Church, and in the world. The Holy Spirit makes the 
perfect relationship of Father and Son, belonging to Jesus, known 
to the world: Jesus really is the Word of God incarnate. 

• How do Scripture and Spirit together help you discern truth? 

Daily Study Guide                                                          October 2-8, 2022 

Sermon Series: Greater Things 

Week Four: “Believe” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, October 2: John 12:44-47 (CEB) 

“Jesus shouted, ‘Whoever believes in me doesn’t believe in me but the one 

who sent me. Whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. I have come as 

a light into the world so that everyone who believes in me won’t live in 

darkness. If people hear my words and don’t keep them, I don’t judge 

them. I didn't come to judge the world but to save it.’” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Coleman Family 
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Debbie Thibault 

For all those affected by  

Hurricane Ian  

The Furgerson family on the 

passing of Rick Furgerson 

 

The Furgerson and Dahlin 

families on the passing of  

Bill Dahlin 
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