
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Lord of all 

times, we come into Your presence asking 
Your forgiveness. We have failed to live as 
people of the present. We have wasted our 
moments, wanting the future now, seeing 
our dreams as the answer to today’s prob-
lems. Rather than seeing Your blessing in 
each day, we have looked backward to glory 
days that seem glorious only in their passing. 
Open our eyes to our mission at hand. Open 
our ears to Your message to us today, that 
we might share in bringing the good news of 
Your salvation to the world. In the Name of 
Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

Family Time: 
Do you know the Christmas carol, “O Come, 

All Ye Faithful”? At church this week, we are 

thinking about what all the words in that 

carol mean. Maybe you could sing it with 

your family to remind you of the words! 

When you sing the song, imagine yourself 

with the shepherds in the fields when Jesus 

was born, and being invited to come to Beth-

lehem to see the baby Jesus along with them! 

What would you do when you got to the 

manger where Jesus was laying? Maybe you 

would want to bring gifts like the wise men 

did, but in this song, the invitation is to just 

come and be present with Jesus, to stay by 

the manger and “adore” Him! Have you ever 

tried to do that? Maybe you have a nativity 

scene at your house where you could pretend 

you were there, and just sit quietly for a little 

while looking at Jesus, silently telling Him 

how much you love Him in your heart. You 

might be surprised how calm it makes you! 

MONDAY 11.28.22                              Luke 2:15-20 
Throughout this 2022 season of Advent, our sermon themes will 
be drawn from Living Word’s favorite Christmas carols, as deter-
mined by our “Christmas Bracketology” contest earlier this fall! 
For our daily Scripture readings, we will be looking at where some 
of the lyrics to these carols are drawn from in the Bible. This 
week, we will look at the hymn, “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” begin-
ning with the invitation in the first stanza to “Come ye, O come ye 
to Bethlehem.” The author of this hymn (originally written in 
Latin as “Adeste Fideles”) drew the invitation to come to Bethle-
hem from the story in today’s Scripture reading from Luke, in 
which the shepherds in the field, having been informed of the 
birth of Jesus, make the journey to Bethlehem to praise the Christ 
child. Having done so, the Scripture tells us they then left praising 
God for all they had beheld (“seen and heard” in modern transla-
tions). The opening invitation of the beloved carol, then, is for all 
of us to join the shepherds on their journey to Bethlehem. And 
our journey begins by doing what the shepherds did—by simply 
beholding what God has done: by beholding the Christ child.  

• How often do you take a step back to simply behold the 
baby lying in the manger? What emotions do you think the 
shepherds felt at the sight? What emotions do you have? 

TUESDAY 11.29.22                         Hebrews 1:1-14 

The final line of the first stanza of “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” and 
the entire second stanza, are concerned with the identity of the 
baby lying in the manger. Today, we read a passage from the 
book of Hebrews that elaborates on the carol’s claim that the 
baby born in Bethlehem is “born the King of angels.” In Scripture, 
angels are primarily messengers through whom God’s guidance, 
protection, and justice are brought to earth, but in the time the 
book of Hebrews was written, many Jews and Christians alike 
were facing the temptation to honor and even worship angels as 
divine beings. Their logic went something like this: If an angel 
announced the birth of Jesus to Mary (as Gabriel did), if angels 
proclaimed His birth to the shepherds in the field (as Luke tells us 
they did), perhaps angels are actually superior to the human Je-
sus, whose life seems to have followed the path announced 
ahead of time by angels. But the author of Hebrews insists, 
throughout the beginning of his letter, that this is not the case. 
Seven different Old Testament Scriptures are quoted to demon-
strate that as the exact representation of God’s being, who sits at 
the right hand of God, Jesus is superior to the angels in every 
way. So much so, in fact, that He is rightly called “King of angels”! 

• What (or who) are you tempted to worship above Jesus? 

WEDNESDAY 11.30.22              Colossians 1:15-20 
The second verse of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” keeps the focus on 
the identity of the baby beheld in Bethlehem, beginning with the 
claim that He is “True God of true God.” In fact, the divinity of 
Jesus is emphasized throughout this stanza: the phrases “Light 
from Light Eternal” and “Son of the Father, begotten not created” 
also make the claim that this baby born in Bethlehem shares the 
divine nature with God Almighty. The apostle Paul emphasizes 
the same point in today’s reading—the very first paragraph of the 
body of his letter to the Colossians, coming immediately after his 
customary prayer of thanksgiving. Paul claims that Jesus is “the 
image of the invisible God,” “by Him all things were created,” “in 
Him all things hold together,” and that “God was pleased to have 
all His fullness dwell in Him.” Those who are tempted to view 
Jesus as simply a great human being who taught the way of love 
ignore a core teaching of the New Testament—Jesus is, as the 
carol proclaims, “True God of true God.” The baby whose birth 
we celebrate is of the same divine nature as God the Father. 
When Jesus said, “I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me” (John 14:10), He made the claim for Himself. 

• What difference does Jesus’ divinity make to you? Do you 
believe what you say when you sing the carol? 

THURSDAY 12.1.22                Philippians 3:17-4:1 
The third stanza of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” invites the hearer of 
the carol to join the angels in heaven in singing praises to God for 
the blessing of Jesus’ birth: “Sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
above.” While we may be tempted to think that the phrase 
“citizens of heaven” is just another way to refer to the angels 
who are first commanded to sing (“Sing, choirs of angels, sing in 
exultation”), this is in fact a reference to all those who follow 
Christ on earth! In today’s reading from his letter to the Philippi-
ans, Paul reminds us that as Christians, “our citizenship is in heav-
en.” Paul’s reminder is meant to encourage us to keep our minds 
on the things of God, and not the things of earth. If Jesus has 
been raised to the right hand of God in heaven, and if we have 
been made one with Christ, then we must now find our primary 
“national” identity in heaven, and not in any kingdom or nation 
on earth. As “citizens of heaven,” our loyalty is first and foremost 
to the ways of God, not the ways of earthly governments. Follow-
ing the example of the angels, the carol invites us, as citizens of 
heaven, to never stop praising God for the gift of Jesus: sing, 
citizens, “Glory to God, all glory in the highest!” 

• Where do you place your highest loyalty? Is it in heaven or 
on earth? Whose glory do you sing of in daily life? 



FRIDAY 12.2.22                                      John 1:1-2; 1:14 
While there are at least two additional verses in the carol, we 
usually jump to the final stanza (verse 6) when we sing “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful.” The verse repeats earlier themes in the carol, 
using the name “Lord” for Jesus (“Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born 
this happy morning”), claiming that Jesus is worthy of being given 
glory (“Jesus, to thee be all glory given”), because of Jesus’ divine 
nature (“Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing”). The image 
of Jesus as the “Word of the Father,” the image of God’s glory, 
comes primarily from the Prologue of John’s Gospel that we read 
today. “the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” and 
“the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” The 
use of the term “Word” to refer to Jesus was a stroke of genius 
on John’s part, because the term had a special meaning to both 
Jews and Greeks in his day. To Greeks, the word “logos” meant 
the reason and order that governed the universe, while to Jews, 
the word “dabar” meant the creative power of God that spoke 
the creation into existence (see Genesis 1). Jesus, then, is the 
incarnation of God’s creative, ordering, and reasoning power, 
fully revealing God to humanity. In Jesus, the Word of the Father 
did, in truth, appear in the flesh, just as the carol proclaims! 

• How, and how often, do you give glory to Jesus?  

SATURDAY 12.3.22                                   Luke 10:38-42 
The refrain of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” consists of one phrase, 
repeated three times: “O Come, let us adore Him,” followed by a 
final proclamation of Jesus’ identity, “Christ the Lord”! The invita-
tion to come and adore Jesus is at the forefront of the story of 
the sisters Mary and Martha that we read in today’s Scripture 
lesson. We can be sure that a visit from Jesus to the house of 
these sisters was cause for great joy. A visit from any respected 
rabbi or leader of any kind would be cause for extensive prepara-
tions, and Martha is fully committed to honoring Jesus in order to 
fulfill all cultural expectations. Mary, on the other hand, prefers 
to sit at Jesus’ feet, giving her full attention to His teaching, and 
simply basking in His presence—we might say, “adoring” Him! 
While Martha’s heart was absolutely in the right place, she was 
missing the core of Jesus’ culture-shaking message. Meeting the 
cultural expectations of hospitality and service were not nearly as 
important as taking hold of the opportunity to simply bask in the 
presence of Jesus, soaking in both His teaching and His presence. 
While Mary was busy adoring Jesus, Martha was busy doing what 
she had been taught she was supposed to do. In truth, the invita-
tion to come and adore Jesus should be our highest priority. 

• Do you take time to bask in Jesus’ presence, adoring Him? 

Daily Study Guide                               November 27-December 3, 2022 

Sermon Series: Carols 

Week One: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, November 27: Romans 13:11-14(CEB) 

“As you do all this, you know what time it is. The hour has already come for 

you to wake up from your sleep. Now our salvation is nearer than when we 

first had faith. The night is almost over, and the day in near. So let’s get rid 

of the actions that belong to the darkness and put on the weapons of light. 

Let’s behave appropriately as people who live in the day, not in partying 

and getting drunk, not in sleeping around, and obscene behavior, not in 

fighting and obsession. Instead, dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and don’t plan to indulge your selfish desires.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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