
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Lord, we read 

Your Word but don’t live it.  We study Your 
Word but don’t adhere to it.  We allow Your 
Word to inform our minds, but we fail to 
allow it to transform our hearts.  Forgive us 
when we have been consumers of Your 
Word, hearers but not doers.  Reform our 
ways and transform our lives by Your Living 
Word, Jesus Christ. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
If someone asked you to name everyone in 

your life who has been part of your learning 

what it means to follow Jesus, who all would 

you name? Maybe you would include your 

parents, your grandparents, your brothers, 

and sisters, your LW Kids teachers, your pas-

tors, or your friends. The writer of a book in 

the New Testament called “Hebrews” wants 

us to remember that all the stories we have 

in the Bible about people who put their faith 

in God are also supposed to help us to learn 

how to follow Jesus! Stories of people like 

Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and even Je-

sus Himself help us to see how real people 

put their faith in God, so that we can be en-

couraged in our faith, too. Now that you’ve 

thought of people in your own life who have 

taught you about God, see how many Bible 

characters you can think of who have also 

taught you what faith in God looks like! 

MONDAY 11.7.22                           Hebrews 11:1-7 
For this week following All Saints’ Sunday, we are going to read 
through the “Roll Call of Faith” from the eleventh chapter of He-
brews, and consider the “great cloud of witnesses” the author 
talks about in Hebrews 12:1. All Saints’ Day provides us with an 
opportunity to remember our own loved ones who have preced-
ed us in death, and how they have influenced our own faith jour-
neys. This is precisely what the author of Hebrews is doing in 
chapter 11 of his letter—reminding us of our own “family mem-
bers” in the Judeo-Christian tradition whose biblical stories are 
also meant to positively influence our faith lives. And so he begins 
at the beginning: THE beginning, and the persevering faith of 
God’s people that our God is the Creator God. The author also 
mentions the faith of Abel, the first human to fully trust in God’s 
providence by sharing the very best results of his livelihood with 
God, Enoch, whose righteous life of faith was rewarded by God 
by being taken up into heaven without experiencing death, and 
Noah, whose actions proved his willingness to believe the Word 
of God. These examples teach us to trust God with the product of 
our work, that God rewards all who seek to live in relationship 
with Him, and that we can be saved by believing in God’s Word. 

• Who in your own life has demonstrated these truths? 

TUESDAY 11.8.22                         Hebrews 11:8-19 

It should not be a surprise to those familiar with the Old Testa-
ment that Abraham, the first patriarch of Judaism, occupies 
twelve of the verses in the “Roll Call of Faith.” Unlike other major 
Old Testament figures in this chapter, several examples of Abra-
ham’s faith are lifted up as role models for us. Abraham picked up 
and left when God said “Go”; he settled in a foreign land among 
people who did not worship his God; he believed God’s promise 
that in spite of his and his wife’s age they would have innumera-
ble descendants; and yet, he was willing to sacrifice his future, his 
promised son Isaac, when God tested him by asking him to. These 
specific examples from the life of Abraham should force us to 
consider: where is God calling me to go that I have never been 
before? Am I willing to do life among people not like me so that 
they can see the true God in the way I live my life? What has God 
promised me that I am not sure I can believe—and do I believe it 
anyway? Might God be asking me to sacrifice something dear to 
me, so that I can demonstrate my unwavering allegiance to Him 
and Him alone? Over a lifetime, opportunities to demonstrate our 
faith in God in these ways are sure to arise. The Roll Call of Faith 
teaches us to expect them, and to grow in faith as a result. 

• What examples occurred to you as you read this section? 

WEDNESDAY 11.9.22                Hebrews 11:20-28 
Abraham’s descendants come next in our “faith family history” - 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. For each of these, the example of faith 
that is lifted up comes from the end of their lives. Faced with 
their own mortality, each one offered prayers and blessings over 
their children, passing the faith on to the next generation of Isra-
elites—Isaac to Jacob, and Jacob to Joseph and Joseph’s sons. 
Joseph then, on his deathbed, reminded his family that even 
though they were living in Egypt, they must trust in God’s prom-
ise to his great-grandfather Abraham, that the land of Canaan 
would one day be restored to the family. The Roll Call of Faith 
then moves on to the one who through whose faith God would 
accomplish that restoration—Moses’ parents, and  Moses him-
self. Moses’ parents’ faith led them to defy the king of Egypt and 
hide their baby boy, while the faith of Moses himself enabled him 
to forego the lavish riches of Egyptian royalty, live in disgrace in 
the wilderness instead, and ultimately to believe God when He 
promised that the blood of a lamb would save the Hebrew babies 
from death. The stories teach us: those with Godly faith pass it to 
the next generation, do what’s right even when pressured to do 
wrong, forego riches, and always trust in the blood of the lamb. 

• Who are you passing your faith on to?  

THURSDAY 11.10.22                 Hebrews 11:29-31 
While the first example of faith in today’s reading is the pivotal 
moment in the book of Exodus—the faith required for the people 
of Israel to pass through the walls of the Red Sea on dry land with 
a pursuing army behind them—the other two examples come 
from the book of Joshua. Interestingly, the Roll Call of Faith in 
Hebrews 11 is one of very few New Testament texts to mention 
Old Testament people from outside of the Torah (Genesis 
through Deuteronomy) or quoting from the prophets! But the 
story of the falling down of the walls of Jericho, in which God 
gave Israel a victory over their enemies, is a premier Old Testa-
ment example of faithful obedience. At Jericho, the people did 
no more and no less than God demanded when seeking to defeat 
their enemy. And even though Jericho was utterly routed, one 
family of inhabitants, that of the prostitute Rahab, was saved 
because they were the only ones in the entire city to proclaim 
faith in the God of Israel prior to the city’s destruction. Each of 
these three examples of faith demonstrate the power of faith in 
God in the midst of our enemies’ strongest challenges. A power-
ful pharaoh and a powerfully fortified city are no match for our 
God. Through faith, we can survive even the deepest threats. 

• When has your faith helped you overcome adversity? 



FRIDAY 11.11.22                                Hebrews 11:32-38 
The Roll Call of Faith comes to a rousing conclusion with a recita-
tion of many military heroes and martyred prophets from a wide 
range of Old Testament sources. Gideon, Barak, Samson, and 
Jephthah were military leaders in the book of Judges who placed 
their faith in God to defend their people, even as they demon-
strated questionable moral judgment. The same could be said of 
King David, whose faith in God’s power to forgive his sin earned 
him the title “a man after God’s own heart.” Samuel and the 
prophets, on the other hand, are often held up as paragons of Old 
Testament righteousness because of their faith. Those mentioned 
in these verses faced increasingly difficult challenges, from lions, 
to fire, to torture, to flogging, to prison sentences, to absolute 
poverty … all culminating in several descriptions of grisly martyr-
dom. The author’s recitation of Old Testament faith history 
throughout this chapter has led us through many examples of 
acting by faith in God, certain of what we may not be able to 
clearly see in the moment—like trusting in God’s promise to for-
give when we sin. None, though, is more challenging than the call 
to stand firm in faith in the face of the threat of death. As the 
writer declares, the world is not worthy of those with such faith. 

• To what limits do you think your faith would stand firm? 

SATURDAY 11.12.22                      Hebrews 11:39-12:3 
After all the encouragement we are meant to receive from this 
Roll Call of Faith, we might be surprised that the writer declares 
that “none of them received what had been promised!” And yet, 
each of them acted on faith in the ultimate promise of God that 
was not fulfilled even in the years following their deaths—the 
promise of a complete, perfect, and permanent reconciliation 
with the Creator God with whom relationship had been de-
stroyed in the Garden of Eden. All of these examples of faith have 
been lifted up to us so that we see that now, Jesus Christ has 
brought about the fulfillment of their faith. They, along with us, 
have now been made perfect in Christ—that is, Jesus has 
achieved our reconciliation with God. Jesus demonstrated a faith 
that surpassed even that of the prophetic martyrs, enduring the 
cross, not allowing the shame such a death implied to impede His 
obedience, and was rightly rewarded with the right hand of the 
throne of God. This “great cloud of witnesses” of faith, from Abel 
right up to Jesus, are meant to encourage us to persevere in faith 
no matter what. Coupled with the faith modeled for us by the 
saints we have known and loved, we are empowered to perse-
vere even if the worst temptation imaginable is headed our way.  

• What is the hardest faith challenge you have come through? 

Daily Study Guide                                                   November 6-12, 2022 

Sermon Series: Because They Count 

Week One: “They Counted Then, They Still Count Now” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, November 6: Hebrews 12:1-2 (CEB) 

“So then let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have 

such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra 

baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up, and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s 

pioneer and perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for the 

sake of the joy that was laid out in front of Him, and sat down at the right 

side of God’s throne.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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