
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Living God, Love Incarnate, we confess that 
we are not perfect. You who are everything, 
we acknowledge that we are lacking. Child of 
the manger, we admit that we prefer to be 
sentimental rather than sacrificial. Hear us 
now as we confess our faults and admit our 
frailties. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend 
to us we pray. Cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 
 

 

Family Time: 
Can you think of the most amazing, wonder-

ful thing that has ever happened to you in 

your whole life? How did that make you feel? 

Did you want to jump up and down and sing 

and shout for joy? Well, that is exactly how 

the people a long time ago felt when they 

came to realize that Jesus was the one who 

God had promised would come to make the 

world into a place of peace, love, and com-

passion, just like God had always wanted it to 

be! The Christmas carol, “Joy to the World,” 

was written to try to give us a way to joyfully 

sing out our feelings of happiness over what 

God is doing in the world through the birth of 

Jesus. It is an invitation to jump up and down 

and sing and shout for joy because Jesus 

makes it possible for us to live in a partner-

ship with God, helping God to turn the world 

into a better place than it sometimes is. 

MONDAY 12.19.22                              Isaiah 64:1-5 
As we enter into this fourth week of Advent, our focal carol will 
be the jubilant hymn, “Joy to the World.’ The opening line of this 
familiar carol proclaims, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” 
Today’s reading from Isaiah 64 is just one of many passages from 
the Old Testament prophets calling upon God to come down 
from heaven, and reign over the earth as King. Throughout its 
history, whenever Israel was threatened by enemies outside their 
covenant with God, they would cry out for God to make Himself 
powerfully known by coming to their aid, defeating their ene-
mies. In the time of today’s prophecy from Isaiah, the nation had 
been completely overrun by the Babylonian forces, its temple 
destroyed, and the land laid waste. Isaiah speaks for the people, 
crying out to God, “Oh, that You would rend the heavens and 
come down … come down to make Your name known to Your 
enemies … how then can we be saved?” In the wake of their trag-
ic defeat, Israel came to understand that they could do nothing to 
save themselves from the depth of their despair. If they were to 
be saved, and restored to their former glory, God Himself would 
have to come down from heaven. For years, the Israelites called 
upon Him to do so, soon. 

• Are you trying to save yourself? Or trusting God to do it? 

TUESDAY 12.20.22                              Luke 1:68-75 

Having read yesterday just one of the prophetic passages calling 
upon God to come down from heaven to save them, just try to 
imagine the jubilation of Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, 
when the Holy Spirit filled him with an awareness of the full im-
plications of his son’s birth! Zechariah cried out, “Praise be to the 
Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and has redeemed 
His people!” Unlike the prophets of old, who cried out again and 
again for God to come to save them, Zechariah was given the 
amazing, prophetic, message, that with John’s birth, the wheels 
had been set in motion for the fulfillment of all the ancient hope. 
Using what is known as the “prophetic present tense,” Zechariah 
speaks of the redemption and salvation that will be accomplished 
through Jesus as an already completed event. His son John will 
“go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him,” and with the 
birth of Jesus, the people of Israel will gain salvation, experience 
mercy, and be empowered to serve God in holiness and right-
eousness. This week’s carol simply paraphrases Zechariah’s pro-
phetic proclamation: “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” When 
we sing the carol we join Zechariah in celebrating that God has 
indeed come down, to save us. 

• Does Jesus’ birth fill you with Zechariah’s kind of joy? 

WEDNESDAY 12.21.22                 2 Samuel 7:1-16 
As we have already seen this week, the ancient hope of Israel was 
that God would come down to save them … but also, to reign as 
King over them. Thus, the second stanza of “Joy to the World” 
puts forth the invitation, “Let earth receive her King.” Part of the 
prophetic expectation was that when God came down to save 
them, God would also anoint a new King to reign over Israel—not 
a king who would turn away from God, and lead to their destruc-
tion, as had happened in Isaiah’s day, but a king like King David, 
who had originally unified the Kingdom of Israel hundreds of 
years before. Our reading today reminds us of where that hope 
originated from—through the prophet Nathan, God had prom-
ised David that “your house and your kingdom will endure forev-
er before me; your throne will be established forever.” With the 
Davidic dynasty seemingly destroyed by the Babylonians along 
with the temple and the city of Jerusalem, the Israelites clung to 
this promise of God. Some day, they would again have a great 
king from the line of David, who would reign over them with 
compassion and righteousness. With the birth of Jesus, that King 
had come. Although the Magi recognized Him immediately, oth-
ers would come to recognize Him only gradually. 

• What does it meant to you to receive Jesus as King? 

THURSDAY 12.22.22                        Luke 19:28-40 
It might seem strange to read the story of Palm Sunday today, 
three days before Christmas, but take note of two verses in par-
ticular in today’s reading. First, the cry of the crowds who greet-
ed Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey: “Blessed is the 
king who comes in the Name of the Lord!” Don’t miss the fact 
that at this point in Jesus’ life, after three years of ministry, but 
less than a week before His crucifixion, the crowds were welcom-
ing Jesus as the long-awaited son of David, the new King of Israel. 
But second, look at how Jesus responded to the Pharisees who 
wanted Jesus to rebuke the crowds who were singing hosannas 
to their king: “If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” One of 
the themes we see repeated throughout the Old Testament Mes-
sianic passages is the expectation that when the Messiah arrived, 
not just Israel, not just human beings, but the entire creation 
would sing out in praise. When Jesus makes this statement, it is 
tantamount to a claim to being the long-awaited Messiah. No 
wonder “Joy to the World,” in its second verse, calls upon “fields 
and floods, rocks, hills, and plains” to “repeat the sounding joy”! 
At the coming of the Messiah, nature itself rejoices over the re-
demption and salvation He brings. 

• What does nature’s response to Jesus’ arrival imply to you? 



FRIDAY 12.23.22                                    Genesis 3:16-19 
For today’s reading, we go back to the beginning—to the garden 
of Eden, and God’s response to the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, against God’s 
explicit command not to. The punishment for Adam and Eve’s sin 
is not merely the introduction of death, but a difficult and unful-
filling life. For Eve, the work of childbearing will be painful. For 
Adam, the work of cultivating the land will be painful. In fact, the 
ground itself is cursed because of Adam’s sin, difficult to farm, 
requiring “the sweat of your brow” to be cultivated, because of 
the thorns and thistles it produces. But God’s plan of salvation 
through Jesus includes overcoming both the guilt and the power 
of sin in our lives! With the arrival of Jesus, verse three of “Joy to 
the World” proclaims, God will “no more let sins and sorrows 
grow, nor thorns infest the ground! He comes to make His bless-
ings flow far as the curse is found!” The curse this verse refers to 
is the curse of Genesis 3—the damaging effects of sin in our lives 
in the absence of a Savior who can free us from the curse’s pow-
er. To those who put their faith in Jesus, God’s blessings flow 
freely, defeating the power of sin and sorrow to grow like thorns 
that are out to destroy our lives. In Jesus, sin is defeated! 

• How have you experienced the overturning of the curse? 

SATURDAY 12.24.22                           Colossians 3:1-17 
Today, on Christmas Eve, let us remember, in the words of the 
final verse of “Joy to the World,” that “He rules the world with 
truth and grace.’ As Paul writes at the beginning of today’s read-
ing from Colossians, the baby whose birth we will celebrate to-
morrow has been raised and “is seated at the right hand of God” 
where He reigns over all creation. But Paul also writes that those 
who have put their faith in Jesus have already been raised with 
Him, because He has taken away the guilt of our sin! Because this 
is so, because we have already been saved from the punishment 
for sin, freed from its curse, Paul insists we must strive to live 
lives that reflect Christ’s rule: “Put to death, therefore, whatever 
belongs to your earthly nature.’ Instead, Paul, tells us, we must 
“put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator.” The way of truth and grace by which Jesus 
reigns is characterized by “compassion, kindness, humility, gen-
tleness, and patience.’ We, then, are to be empowered and driv-
en by the peace of Christ ruling, and the Word of Christ dwelling, 
in our hearts. Forgive, and love, because you know firsthand what 
it is to be forgiven and to experience “the wonders of His love.” 

• Will you respond to the birth of Jesus by resolving to be even 
more diligent about putting on the new self, in His image? 

Daily Study Guide                                                  December 18-24, 2022 

Sermon Series: Carols 

Week Four: “Joy to the World” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, December 18: Psalm 98:4-9 (CEB) 

“Shout triumphantly to the LORD, all the earth! Be happy! Rejoice out loud! 

Sing your praises! Sing your praises to the LORD with the lyre—with the lyre 

and the sound of music. With trumpets and a horn blast, shout triumphant-

ly before the LORD, the king! Let the sea and everything in it roar; the world 

and all its inhabitants too. Let all the rivers clap their hands; let the moun-

tains rejoice out loud altogether before the LORD because He is coming to 

establish justice on the earth! He will establish justice in the world rightly; 

He will establish justice among all people fairly.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 
Pat Primm 

Sandra Lewis 
Karen Tanaka 
Mitch Mitchell 

Bill Reichter 
Art Schnatterly 
Nini Schneider 
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Aubrey O’Sullivan 
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Marty Schnatterly 
Baby Milo 

Victor Jinkerson 
  
  

The Sorenson family on the  
passing of Dave Sorenson 

  
The Poertner family on the passing 

of Helen Poertner 
 

The Canada family on the passing 
of Jim Canada 
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at livingwordumc.org 


