
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer : Loving God, help us remember the 

birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song 
of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, 
and worship of the Wise Men. Close the door 
of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. Let kindness come with every gift and 
good desires with every greeting. Deliver us 
from evil by the blessing which Christ brings 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to 
be Your children, and Christmas evening bring 
us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiv-
ing and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 
 

Family Time: 
What is your very favorite part of Christmas? 

Is it the excitement of opening presents? Is it 

the surprise of seeing what you got, or play-

ing with something you got, after you have 

opened a present? Some people even like the 

anticipation, the waiting and wondering part 

of Christmas, even better than the actual gifts 

they get! Maybe your favorite part of Christ-

mas is the Christmas lights on all the houses, 

a special food you only get at Christmastime, 

seeing family that you don’t see very often, or 

maybe it’s just being off of school for a while! 

All of these things we love about Christmas 

are the ways people have come up with to 

celebrate the most amazing thing that has 

ever happened in the history of the world. On 

the very first Christmas, God gave all of us a 

wonderful gift, being born as a human being 

named Jesus, so that we could be with Him 

forever. Maybe, singing carols about Him is 

your favorite part of Christmas! 

MONDAY 12.26.22                                Luke 2:8-14 

For this week after Christmas, our theme carol is “Hark! The Her-
ald Angels Sing.” The opening words of the song, as well as the 
refrain, are based upon the familiar story in today’s reading—the 
appearance of angels in the fields who proclaim the birth of Jesus 
to the shepherds who are tending their flocks. Many eagle-eyed 
readers, of course, have noted that whereas the song insists that 
the angels sang their praises to God, the text itself states that “a 
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying” … not singing! What we know, though, 
is that the words the angels proclaim are poetic in form, and rem-
iniscent of the praise poems to God that we find in the Psalms—
and that the Psalms were, in fact, often sung! So, if the text does 
not say explicitly that the angels sang, it’s okay to imagine them 
singing their praises! Our carol reimagines the content of the 
angels message “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to those on whom His favor rests” into the familiar lyrics “Glory 
to the newborn King; peace on earth, and mercy mild.” The sub-
tle change makes clear that the newborn King in the manger in 
Bethlehem is, in fact, “God in the highest”! And it is indeed an 
expression of mercy whenever God’s favor rests upon us! 

• How do you receive the message of the angels? 

TUESDAY 12.27.22                           Romans 5:1-11 

The amazing claim of the angels singing their praises in “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing” is that through the birth of the baby born 
in Bethlehem, “God and sinners are reconciled.” This is precisely 
the point that Paul makes in today’s reading from his letter to the 
Romans. In fact, our carol portrays the angels doing exactly what 
today’s final verse says we should all do: “rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received rec-
onciliation.” The book of Romans can be a difficult read—Paul 
draws out a protracted exposition of the meaning of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection that must be read closely, nearly in its 
entirety, to fully grasp. But a major theme of the letter is, indeed, 
the reconciliation between God and a fallen, sinful humanity that 
Jesus has accomplished for us. Just as all of humanity descended 
into a state of separation from God as the result of Adam’s one 
sin in the Garden of Eden, so, through Jesus’ one act of righteous-
ness and obedience—the cross—all of humanity can be reunited 
with God! This reconciliation is accomplished through faith that 
Jesus has in fact done this for us, and is, above all else, cause for 
us to give Him glory and praise, as we do when we sing our be-
loved carols. 

• What is your experience of reconciliation with God? 

WEDNESDAY 12.28.22               Revelation 22:1-5 
While verse one of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” proclaims the 
reconciliation of God and sinners, it is in verse three that we 
begin to hear the full impact of the reconciliation Jesus has ac-
complished: “Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in 
His wings.” The lyrics call to mind the vision of the New Jerusa-
lem, the re-created world prophesied at the culmination of time 
by John in his Revelation, as we read today. From the throne of 
Jesus the Lamb of God, the river of the water of life flows freely, 
and on its banks stand the tree of life, whose leaves “are for the 
healing of the nations.” The reconciliation Paul wrote of in Ro-
mans is fully realized, as “no longer will there be any curse.” In 
this vision, there is no night or darkness for those who live in this 
re-created world, because “the Lord God will give them light.” 
While the angels sing of the birth of Jesus in a field outside Beth-
lehem, God has initiated the re-creation of the world that has not 
yet seen its fulfillment, but that we live in confident hope will one 
day come to pass. As both Revelation and the carol say, Jesus 
brings light, life, and healing to a broken world. And that gives us 
good reason to “hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace, hail the 
Sun of Righteousness”! 

• How are you participating in Christ’s light, life, and healing? 

THURSDAY 12.29.22                    Philippians 2:5-8 
Continuing our look at verse three of “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing” from yesterday, the carol continues with the lyrics “mild He 
lays His glory by.” With these words, the song affirms the Chris-
tian belief that in the incarnation, the second person of the Trini-
ty, the Son of God, set aside the glories of His divine nature and 
took on human flesh. To paraphrase the great hymn by the apos-
tle Paul in the second chapter of Philippians that we read today, 
Jesus, who really and truly was of the same nature as God, will-
ingly chose not to lay claim to any of the divine rights associated 
with that nature, but to set them aside, and to take on the na-
ture of humanity in its place. Even this analogy pales in compari-
son to what Jesus did, but imagine that you loved earthworms so 
much, that you would willingly set aside your own human nature 
to take on the nature of an earthworm, because it was the only 
way those earthworms you love could be saved. “Mild He lay His 
glory by” indeed! No wonder the central theme of this entire 
section of Paul’s letter to the Philippians is humility. While we 
may not be able to imagine even the earthworm analogy, Paul is 
calling upon us to emulate the kind of humility it would take to 
do so in our everyday encounters with other humans. 

• How are you striving to embody the humility of Christ? 



FRIDAY 12.30.22                                        John 11:17-27 
As we continue with verse three of “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing,” we sing not only that “mild He lay His glory by,” as we 
looked at yesterday, but also that He was “born that we no more 
may die.” Jesus Himself describes His victory over death in the 
touching scene in today’s reading from John’s Gospel, in which 
Jesus consoles His friend Martha, who is grieving the death of her 
brother Lazarus: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who be-
lieves in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.” To demonstrate the truth of His 
claim and His power over death, Jesus went on to raise Lazarus 
from the grave, as told in the verses immediately following to-
day’s reading. The power demonstrated in the raising of Lazarus 
only served to increase the fear among the religious leadership, 
causing their plot to kill Jesus to gain momentum. But even that 
would lead to the greatest miracle of all, Jesus’ own resurrection 
from the dead. The baby lying in the manger on Christmas morn-
ing was born to suffer a death that would save us all from eternal 
death. Jesus was born so that we no more may die, because Jesus 
truly is the resurrection, and the life. 

• What comfort do you think Martha received from Jesus’ 
words? What comfort do you find in them? 

SATURDAY 12.31.22               John 3:1-8; 1 Peter 1:3-5 
All of Charles Wesley’s hymns are full of deep theological mean-
ing, brilliantly condensed into easily memorized songs. The final 
words of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” are no different—”born 
to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.” With 
these words, the carol comes to a glorious conclusion with the 
promise of the Gospel of Jesus Christ—the new birth of which 
Jesus speaks to Nicodemus in our reading from John, and about 
which Peter writes at the beginning of his first letter. Through 
Jesus, we are raised to new life here and now—what Jesus called 
life in the Kingdom of God, what Peter called a living hope, and 
what theologians often refer to as “regeneration.” We are raised 
to a new life now, but we also live those new lives with the hope 
and expectation that when Christ returns, whether we are dead 
or alive, we will be raised to experience life in new, resurrection 
bodies just like Christ—what Peter refers to as “a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time.” As we read yesterday, Jesus was 
“born that we no more may die,” but He was also born that we 
might experience a second birth here and now, into a living hope 
that Jesus’ resurrection ensures our own future resurrection. No 
wonder we sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

• Have you received the gift of “second birth” Jesus speaks of? 

Daily Study Guide                                                  December 25-31, 2022 

Sermon Series: Carols 

Week Five: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, December 25: Titus 2:11-14 (CEB) 

“The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. It edu-

cates us so that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now by 

rejecting ungodly lives and the desires of this world. At the same time we 

wait for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God 

and savior Jesus Christ. He gave Himself for us in order to rescue us from 

every kind of lawless behavior, and cleanse a special people for Himself 

who are eager to do good actions. Talk about these things. Encourage and 

correct with complete authority. Don’t let anyone disrespect you.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 
Pat Primm 

Sandra Lewis 
Karen Tanaka 
Mitch Mitchell 

Bill Reichter 
Art Schnatterly 
Nini Schneider 

Jim Kionka 
Kathy Westholt 
Naomi Seacoy 

Aubrey O’Sullivan 
Traci Bergmeier 
Norton Family  
Fowler Family  
Celeste Kocot  

Coleman Family 
Young Family 
Craig Miller 

Marty Schnatterly 
Baby Milo 

Victor Jinkerson 
 Terry Reed 

  
The Poertner family on the passing 

of Helen Poertner 
 

The Canada family on the passing 
of Jim Canada 
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