
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Prayer of Confession: Lord of yester-

day, today, and tomorrow, we gather here this 
first Sunday of the New Year, in a mixture of 
hope, anticipation, fear, excitement, and expec-
tation. We do not know what the year holds for 
us. There are things we are afraid of: worries 
about health and family, job security and financ-
es. There is much to look forward to – weddings 
or anniversaries or baptisms, holidays to enjoy, 
friends to laugh with. Lord God, the coming year 
is full of uncertainty and hope. Whatever the 
year holds for us, though, we trust You, and we 
place every day of this year in Your care knowing 
that, as in the past, You are with us, caring for us 
with constant love. And so, Lord, we place our-
selves into Your keeping and dedicate our lives 
to Your service through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Savior. Amen.   

My Prayers this Week: 

 
 

Family Time: 
What kinds of things do you get excited about 

telling other people about? Did you ever see a 

movie you couldn’t wait to tell someone about? 

What about a TV show, a game, new clothes, or 

even a new pet? Something inside us really 

makes us want to go out and tell other people 

about something when that thing makes us feel 

really good or happy! There’s a great Christmas 

carol called “Go Tell It on the Mountain” that 

says that this is exactly how we should be with 

the story of Jesus! We are supposed to get so 

excited about the fact that God sent Jesus to us 

on Christmas morning that we can’t wait to tell 

everyone we meet about it! Christians have a 

special word for doing that: “evangelism.” It just 

means telling other people the Good News 

about Jesus, and it’s something everybody who 

follows Jesus is supposed to do. As you begin 

the New Year of 2023, think about who you 

could tell! 

MONDAY 1.2.23                        Matthew 28:19-20 

As we close out our sermon series on Living Word’s favorite car-
ols with “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” we begin our week’s Bible 
study with the verses from Matthew’s Gospel known as the 
“Great Commission.” With these few words, the risen Jesus gave 
His disciples explicit actions to follow in the aftermath of His As-
cension. There are five verbs—action words—within the single 
command in verse 19: go; make disciples; baptize; teach; and 
obey. Jesus’ final words to His disciples are a lesson in evange-
lism—the disciples are to “go” out into the world, just as “Go Tell 
It On the Mountain” instructs us to. When they go, they are to 
duplicate what Jesus has done with them—they are to “make 
disciples” - in other words make other people who will call Jesus 
their Lord. They are to “baptize” these people in the Triune 
name, both as an initiatory ritual and a means of imparting God’s 
grace upon them. They are to “teach” what Jesus taught, explain-
ing the meaning and purpose of His life. Part of that instruction is 
“obedience.” To be a disciple of Jesus is to submit to His words 
and way, obeying Him, rather than following our own desires, or 
the way of the world. 

• What is your response to Jesus’ parting command? Where 
are you going with the Good News of Jesus Christ? 

TUESDAY 1.3.23                                      Isaiah 2:2-4 

Yesterday, we saw that teaching people to follow Jesus, and mak-
ing disciples of them, were fundamental aspects of Jesus’ Great 
Commission to “go.” Today, we read one of Isaiah’s many proph-
ecies regarding the “last days,” which were understood by early 
Christians to have begun with the coming of Jesus. Here, Isaiah 
prophesies that at that time, many people will come to “the 
mountain of the LORD, the house of the God of Jacob,” where 
God will “teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.” 
For early Christians, the “house of the God of Jacob” was the 
church, and Isaiah’s prophecy that “many peoples” would come 
to God’s house would find its fulfillment through the work of the 
church in response to Jesus’ Great Commission to “go and make 
disciples of all nations.” Jesus had taught that rather than a spe-
cific mountain being the correct place to worship, in the last days, 
people would worship “in spirit and in truth” (see John 4:21-24). 
The “mountain of the LORD” in Isaiah’s prophecy, then, referred 
to the spirit and truth of Jesus’ teaching, demonstrated most 
clearly, not coincidentally, in the Sermon on the Mount(ain) in 
Matthew chapters 5-7. As disciples, we have a commission to 
proclaim from the mountaintops, Jesus’ mountaintop lessons. 

• Where are you being taught the ways of God? 

WEDNESDAY 1.4.23                 Jeremiah 31:10-14 
Like Isaiah, the prophet Jeremiah also prophesied about “at that 
time” (see 31:1), as a way of speaking about the world transfor-
mation that would take place at the coming of the LORD. “Go Tell 
It on the Mountain” makes use of imagery from today’s passage, 
where Jeremiah says that when the LORD comes, “they will shout 
for joy on the heights of Zion.” By asking the hearer of the carol 
to “go tell it on the mountain,” the carol makes the claim that the 
day of the LORD that Jeremiah foresaw has arrived! As a result of 
Jesus’ birth God will begin the work of gathering all those who 
have been scattered astray, redeeming them and watching over 
them as a Shepherd. Of course, in His teaching, Jesus specifically 
identified Himself as this long-expected Shepherd—”I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). Jesus also referenced His fulfillment of Jere-
miah’s promise of the “new wine” that would flow “in that day” 
in verse 12 of today’s passage when He changed water into wine 
at a wedding in Cana (see John 2:1-11). What the carol asks us to 
participate in is the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s promise—to go tell it 
on the mountain, that the baby born in Bethlehem has inaugurat-
ed the “last days.” In Jesus, God is healing the world! 

• How do you experience Jesus as a Good Shepherd? 

THURSDAY 1.5.23                                  Acts 1:1-11 
Eventually, Jesus’ disciples recognized that He was, indeed, the 
long-awaited Messiah—see Peter’s declaration, “You are the 
Christ” in Luke 9:20. But the disciples were keenly aware of the 
prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, and of all that was expected 
to occur “in that day,” and that those things had not yet been 
fully realized. Hence their question in today’s reading, “Lord, are 
You at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus’ 
reply may have surprised them—”It is not for You to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by His own authority”! Rather, 
Jesus says, the role/responsibility of those who follow Jesus is to 
go throughout the world teaching the way of Jesus, proclaiming 
His arrival, and living in anticipation of the day when He comes 
back and the ancient prophecies are fulfilled in their entirety: 
“you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” Until Jesus returns, as the angels 
promised He would, followers of Jesus are to live as citizens of 
the Kingdom of God, following its values, teaching its truths, and 
demonstrating God’s purpose in the coming of Jesus. On the date 
“the Father has set,” the Kingdom of God will arrive in all its full-
ness. Until then, we live in a Kingdom that is “now, but not yet.” 

• Where are you serving as a witness to Jesus? 



FRIDAY 1.6.23                                     Acts 8:4-5;8:26-35 
One of the premier examples of the early church doing exactly 
what the carol “Go Tell It on the Mountain” tells us to do can be 
found in today’s readings. Philip, one of the earliest followers of 
Jesus, first “went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the 
Christ there.” Later, on the desert road from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
he met an Ethiopian eunuch, where he moved on from being a 
witness to Jesus in Samaria, to beginning the process of the 
church being a witness to Jesus to the ends of the earth! The 
eunuch was reading one of the many Messianic passages from 
the prophet Isaiah, not really understanding what he read, until 
Philip used that passage to “tell him the Good News about Jesus.” 
When the eunuch asked, “why shouldn’t I be baptized,” he was 
really asking if there were any barriers, as a foreigner, to being 
incorporated into the community of Christ-followers through 
baptism. Remembering Jesus’ final words about being His witness 
throughout the world, as we read in Acts 1 yesterday, Philip im-
mediately baptized the Ethiopian eunuch. The story demon-
strates the fulfillment of the purpose of proclaiming the story of 
Jesus: someone from a distant nation is made a disciple, baptized, 
and taught to be obedient to all Jesus taught. 

• Where could you make an immediate impact like Philip’s? 

SATURDAY 1.7.23                                      Acts 28:17-30 
Just as yesterday we saw Philip beginning the task of proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth, today we read 
about the apostle Paul continuing this effort on a much broader 
scale. In the ancient world of Paul’s day, Rome truly was the cen-
ter of the non-Jewish world. The book of Acts ends rather abrupt-
ly by modern standards, but by concluding with the statement 
that “boldly and without hindrance Paul preached the kingdom of 
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ,” the book’s funda-
mental purpose has been achieved. With Paul’s work in a Roman 
prison, telling everyone who visited him the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we see the fulfillment of Jesus’ command to take the Gos-
pel to the ends of the earth. From Rome, the news would travel 
to every corner of the globe. As modern day Christians, we can-
not ignore the basic truth that evangelism is an essential part of 
practicing the Christian faith. Just as this week’s carol tells us, 
each one of us has a responsibility to “Go Tell It on the Mountain, 
that Jesus Christ is born.” But our declaration cannot stop at the 
birth—as the final words of the carol say, we are also to share the 
truth that “God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.”  

• Are you comfortable with the evangelism aspect of Christi-
anity? How can you grow in your ability to share the Gospel? 

Daily Study Guide                                                           January 1-7, 2023 

Sermon Series: Carols 

Week Six: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, January 1: Isaiah 40:9-11 (CEB) 

“Go up on a high mountain, messenger Zion! Raise your voice and shout, 

messenger Jerusalem! Raise it; don’t be afraid; say to the cities of Judah, 

‘Here is your God!’ Here is the LORD God, coming with strength, with a 

triumphant arm, bringing His reward with Him and His payment before 

Him. Like a shepherd, God will tend the flock; He will gather lambs in His 

arms and lift them onto His lap. He will gently guide the nursing ewes.” 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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The Graber and Polles families on 
the passing of Glenn Graber 

 
 

The Roberson and Young families 
on the passing of Betty Roberson 
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