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Ghana trip number six had a beginning,
but I can’t imagine an end.
God calls me to share the love of Jesus
to a forgotten land.
Without your prayers and support
the time would never be at hand.
Again and again I see His handy work take place.
These people welcome me with open arms
regardless of where I’m from or the color of my face.
My journey will continue of this I know is true.
Not only because God calls me,
He calls you too.
Thanks be to God,
Sue DiPiano

It was my first time to Ghana, and I absolutely loved it. I can’t wait to go back (I
already promised the school children that I would). There’s not one moment I can
go back to and say it’s my favorite, it was all just so wonderfully perfect. I lost my
faith years ago, but while I was there I found my faith again. When the congregation
danced and welcomed us, this is when I saw Jesus. I saw Jesus in all the wonderful
people. I loved Ghana, and I’m going to go back again. - Beth Montgomery

I pride myself on being an excellent traveler who adapts quickly and finds joy in the journey. The
problem for me was that for the first time in a long time I had no idea what to expect. I have seen
parts of the world that people dream of seeing and parts that people pray they never have to see
and yet I had never been to the African continent let alone the country of Ghana. I felt like an explorer. I found myself checking the packing list and rechecking my bags and packing more than I
needed, which is something I never do, and it hit me – I was stressed because I was excited. I WAS
FINALLY GETTING TO GO TO GHANA!
You see, the first thing I ever knew about Living Word was that we were “the Ghana people”. In
fact one of the reasons I applied to work at Living Word was because of their reputation for doing
amazing things in the mission field. When I eventually got hired to work with our Youth I remember
actually looking at Hannah and saying “I wonder if I’ll get to go to Ghana?” I did by the way!
It has now been a few weeks since we returned home and people continue to ask me “How was
Ghana?” And the truth is every time someone has asked me that question my brain has frozen like
an old computer that can’t process a large file. I mean what exactly are they asking me? How much
do they really want to know? Are they just being polite? I mean seriously trying to wrap the entirety
of my Ghana experience up into a 30 second blurb is not only inadequate it’s impossible!
I have been telling people that the trip was life changing, and it was but there is so much more that I
want to say and literally haven’t finished processing yet. I mean how do you express to someone the
feeling of serenity you feel when you arrive in a foreign land and somehow feel oddly at home? Or
when meeting your local connection and guide feels more like seeing your brother than a stranger?
I have now met with tribal chiefs, government officials, teachers, pastors, students, young children,
builders, market workers, scientists, and more. I have witnessed the laws of physics bend, if not
shatter, as I watch how much stuff and people can fit on a moped. I have heard wise words, songs of
praise and thanksgiving, kind and generous blessings. I saw churches worshiping in new buildings,
other churches being built, and even saw communities building their own church. I met with families
who have clean water because of God’s work through our church, other families who have toilets
for the first time, and I have seen schools we helped build where children can be educated in safety.
I have seen the smiles. I have seen the tears. I have seen the hope. I have made new friends. I have
seen the way Living Word United Methodist Church, with the help of God, is changing and saving the
lives of our brothers and sisters in Ghana – and I’m starting to see how Ghana, with the help of God,
is changing and saving the lives of our brothers and sisters here at Living Word.
Daniel Shanks | Youth and Young Adult Pastor | Living Word

Christmas miracle offering at living word

Each year, the people of Living Word and friends of Living Word show their support of what God is doing
in Ghana by taking what they would normally spend on their families for Christmas, and set aside half
of that amount to give to Ghana. At our Christmas Eve services we take up a special collection so that
people can collectively come forward and give their gift to Jesus. In the seven years that we’ve done
this, Living Word and friends have given more than $1,642,616.42 and 100% of that amount goes to The
Ghana Project.
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