
Living Word Bible Study (June 4-9, 2018) 
 
 
Monday: Matthew 28:18-20 
Most churches understand the need for developing a culture of invitation. A community does not sustain itself without 
adding new members and inviting people into the fold is the most practical approach. What we sometimes fail to 
remember is that invitation and inclusion into the Body of Christ is not just practical and useful but it is a requirement. 
This passage is referred to as The Great Commission.  Jesus actually tells the disciples to "Go". "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations". When we talk about invitation within the Church, we are talking about fulfilling the call to 
go and make disciples not by just inviting people into our church buildings but inviting them into the community of 
believers and to transformed lives.  
 
Thoughts:  

  Jesus says "I am with you always, even to the end of the age".  
• Do you think the disciples were nervous to "Go" and "make disciples"? 
• What do you think Jesus meant by "I am with you always"? 
• Churches seem to focus a lot on baptisms but this commission is also a call to teach.  What is the relationship 

between baptism and teaching?  
 
Tuesday: Matthew 11:27-30 
Jesus was invitational. This reading has been used in countless blessings and prayers and Jesus’ words "Come to Me" 
are powerful. Jesus offers us a different way to be. "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls". I used to read this passage every night while I was in college. It 
was a regular part of the 10:30 pm prayer service I participated in. Jesus is still inviting people to learn from Him and 
is still offering rest for our souls. As you read this remember that you are actively being invited to learn from Christ 
and find rest.  
 
Thoughts: 

• What does rest look like to you?  
• Jesus says "take My yoke upon you", which requires effort.  
• What does it mean to learn from Jesus?  

 
Wednesday: Matthew 9:18-26 
One of the most common questions that I get as a pastor is about how to share faith with others. There have been 
countless studies, methods, and models of how to invite people to church. People have passed out pamphlets, 
knocked on doors, posted videos on social media, written books, and any number of different things to help people 
figure out the "how to invite" question. The truth is that as time passes and culture changes our modes of sharing the 
Gospel with people also changes. The one constant in the churches 2000+ years of existence is transformed people 
sharing their transformation story. This passage doesn't talk about the how to ask people, it tells a story of peoples 
lives being changed, the Kingdom of God becoming a reality, and people sharing that experience. "This news spread 
throughout all that land" (verse 26). 
 
Thoughts: 

• Why do you come to church? Where has God worked in your life? 
• Everyone has a story.  Many people just haven’t figured out how to tell it. If you haven’t thought about what 

God has done for you then that is the first place you need to start. Ask yourself, what has God done in my life? 
How have I been transformed by the love of God? If you cannot think of a personal story, where have you 
seen God work in someone else’s life? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A27-30&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A18-26&version=NLT


 
Thursday: Matthew 9:27-31 
When people encounter Jesus they are changed. The Gospels tell us many stories about the people that Jesus 
encountered during His ministry and most of them end like this one. Two blind men seek Jesus and when they find 
Him they are healed.  Even after Jesus told them not to tell anyone, they couldn’t stay quiet.  "They went out and 
spread the news about Him throughout the land". 
 
Thoughts: 

• What are the things you get excited about and share with others? 
• All of us have moments that change us. Sometimes those moments are small and seemingly insignificant and 

sometimes they are huge and miraculous. Whether these moments are small or huge is irrelevant because 
the change is real.  

 
Friday: Acts 9:1-19 
Many people do not feel that their story is worth telling or that it is not the kind of story that should be shared, 
especially in church! But the truth is that all stories are valid and all stories are important. There is nothing you have 
done that disqualifies you from God's love. This story is about a man named Saul. Saul persecuted Christians and got 
people killed.  He was one of THE bad guys in the early days of the church. When Saul experiences Jesus, his life is 
completely changed.   
 
Thoughts: 

• All of us are broken and all of us are loved by God. When we acknowledge our brokenness and allow God to 
work in and through us, we can be transformed and those around us can understand God's love in new ways.  

• Your story doesn’t have to be epic to be valid.  
 
Saturday: Acts 9:19-22 
This is the story of Saul continued. Saul is renamed Paul. If you recognize the name Paul, that's because Paul wrote 
many of the letters that make up our New Testament.  What this means is that a person who once actively fought 
against God and the church became one of its greatest leaders. Paul's preaching and guidance helped the community 
of faith grow across the world. God is more than capable of using you to change the world.  
 
Thoughts: 

• If Paul could be transformed and tell his story, so can we.  
• People may come to church for coffee and doughnuts but they won't stay for that. Inviting people to church 

is one of many invitations people need. Where and how are you inviting people to be transformed outside of 
our church building? 
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