
Living Word Bible Study (June 25-30, 2018) 

 

The story of David is a legend for the Jewish people.  David is all the imperfect wonderfulness anyone could imagine.  
Our Bible has different stories about how David met Saul for the first time and also as many competing stories about 
David’s life and his reign as king. This week we’re going to look at bit at how the son of Jesse came to be such an 
important biblical figure.  

Monday: 1 Samuel 16: 1-5 
If we read the few chapters prior to this one there would be several stories about Saul NOT being the king God had 
in mind. Please remember that at first God did not want the Hebrew people to take a king.  God reminded them 
that they already had a King…and the King’s name was Yahweh…the God of Israel.  But after God relented, Saul was 
anointed as the first king of Israel.  All did not go as everyone had hoped.  So God came to Samuel, who had anointed 
Saul and said to him, “How long will you grieve over Saul?  I have rejected him as king” (Note, in Hebrew, God says, 
“I have repented from making Saul king”, which is saying…this may have been a mistake!) Then God sent Samuel to 
the household of Jesse, for there, God told Samuel, God had found a new king. Together they figured out how 
Samuel could go to Jesse without arousing suspicion from Saul…and off Samuel went.  I like this part of the story 
because it reminds me that even when God lays the perfect plan, things don’t always work out.  The dreams God 
has for us don’t always come true. That whole “free will” thing and the very fact that the world is far from perfect 
can keep even God’s dreams from coming true for us.  But NEVER can the world, or evil or a mistake on our part 
take God’s presence from us.  
 
Tuesday: 1 Samuel 16: 6-13 
This is the wonderful drama of Jesse parading all of his sons before Samuel to see which will be king. In biblical times 
the oldest son was given the most of everything…money, responsibility and honor.  So when the oldest, Eliab came 
before Samuel, he thought he’d found his man.  But God reminded Samuel not to look on the outside because that’s 
not where God looks.  After the seven brothers who are home have passed in front of Samuel and been passed over 
by God, Samuel told Jesse to send for the youngest son, the shepherd David.  In a strange turn, David is described 
in all the terms God told Samuel not to consider.  We’re told David is good looking, and we’re even given notes 
about his coloring.  Samuel immediately anointed David and we’re told that God’s spirit immediately came into 
David. And then….and then….and then David went back to his sheep and nothing changed.  For every student who 
just graduated, or every adult who just got a promotion, or every family who has just moved into a new house, this 
is a gentle reminder that most things stay the same.  God’s spirit can stay inside us, working wonderful growth and 
yet, on the outside, nothing may seem different.  In the rearview mirror, we usually see how God grew us into the 
person we needed to be when it was time to take the next step.  While we grow and learn and wait, sometimes we 
just need to go back to doing what it is we do.  
 
Wednesday: 1 Samuel 16: 14-23 
In today’s text, we have a story of how David and Saul met for the first time…. which doesn’t jibe with the story of 
Saul meeting David when he challenged Goliath. In that story, Saul didn’t know who David was.  He didn’t know 
David’s family.  But it’s in this story that David is placed in the palace as well as placed in the Bible as the musician.  
With so many of the Psalms attributed to David, this introduction was necessary.  This text also gives us a window 
into Saul’s life as a somewhat tortured soul.  Perhaps it was depression or anxiety or both, that caused Saul so many 
dark days.  Many of us today can relate and we understand Saul’s struggle.  In his darkest times, Saul relied on David 
to bring him a measure of peace with the music from his harp.  No doubt David grew close to Saul, and his son 
Jonathan, during these extended stays in the palace.  But remember, Saul did not know that David had already been 
anointed king by Samuel.   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A+1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A+6-13&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A+14-23&version=NLT


Thursday: 1 Samuel 17: 1-11 
The first 11 verses of 1 Samuel 17 set the stage for the conflict between David and Goliath. Notice that the Philistines 
are on one mountain ridge and the Israelites on the other.  Militarily this was a deadlocked situation.  Between the 
two ridges was the valley of Elah.  Neither side wanted to make a move for a full-blown attack because they would 
be exposed on the run up to the ridge of the opponents. Archers (and slingers) could disable them and allow the 
heavy infantry (the soldiers with spears, javelins, and swords) to overtake them from their position above them.  So, 
they were stuck.  Both sides waited.  The Philistine, Goliath, issued the challenge.  He challenged one of Saul’s men 
to a single combat…one man against another…winner takes all.  And of course, his taunts against the Israelites and 
their God were fierce.  We’re convinced of Goliath’s might as we read the description of his size, his armor, and his 
weapons.  If the story stopped here, it would be a deadlock well into the future. But God wasn’t finished.  
 
Friday: 1 Samuel 17: 12-29 
The non-battle had been going on for 40 days according to the text.  Jesse started to worry about his sons who were 
in the Israelite camp.  He knew provisions had to be running low so he sent David with food to check on the situation, 
provide the needed provisions and return to Bethlehem to tell Jesse the situation.  David arrived in time to hear the 
taunt from Goliath. While the text painted the soldiers as fearful, it painted David, initially, as curious.  He wanted 
to know what would be done for the man who killed the giant.  And he questioned how the men could let the 
Philistine insult Yahweh with no response. The Israelite soldiers told him that Saul would give his daughter as a wife 
to whoever killed the giant…and make his household tax exempt.   David’s oldest brother, Eliab, got angry at David 
for involving himself in the conversation.  He accused David of being arrogant and devious and made fun of the “few 
sheep” David left in the fields by his home.  David’s response is one every parent has heard between siblings, “What 
did I do wrong this time?  It was just a question.”  David’s interruption of the ongoing standoff is a solid reminder to 
us that it’s WAY too easy to become entrenched in a situation that seems hopeless.  We lose our ability to think 
creatively and find new ways to solve problems.  We heard the rest of this story on Sunday.  Remember, David had 
faith, but it was faith-based on preparedness…not on a whim.  David had skill because he had worked at a job very 
few wanted.  He took his task seriously and put himself in harm’s way to protect the sheep who were in his care.  
David’s life of un-extraordinary work had prepared him for this extra-ordinary event with Goliath.  Our lives so easily 
become boring and we can wonder if what we are doing ever makes a difference for God’s Kingdom.  But when we 
involve ourselves in the world and its struggles, we may just have all the tools God needs for us to make a difference.  
 
Saturday: Mark 4: 35-41 
This text from Mark was the Gospel reading for last Sunday, so I decided to end the study with this wonderful story.  
In Mark, the story of Jesus telling the wind and waves to be silent and still follows many teachings…all parables.  In 
the parable just before this story, Jesus told the parable of the Mustard Seed…which reminded the listeners that 
they only needed to have a LITTLE bit of faith. So the question, “Why are you frightened? Don’t you have faith yet?” 
must have hit home.  But for me, it’s a question filled with such hope.  “Yet” is the word I love.  Because it reminds 
us that faith doesn’t explode full-grown into our hearts.  Rather it grows and sometimes it takes a long time for that 
faith to take root and grow into something that surpasses our fear.  And sometimes it ebbs and flows.  I don’t know 
which giants and which storms are coming in my life, nor do I have a clue about that for any of you. I do believe that 
God has prepared me and those around me when the giants appear and I do believe that Jesus is asleep in my boat 
when the water crashes in.  Fear lies to us…in God, we find the truth that we are beloved and cherished children of 
God.  
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