
Living Word Weekly Devotion (August 13-18, 2018) 
 
 
Cultivate: Faithfulness  
 
Monday: Psalm 100 
Have you ever been in one of those conversations where you want to say, “Get to the point.”?  It happens from 
time to time that our impatience gets the better of us, and it is usually our issue if we think about it.  We are the 
ones with too much on our plate or too many calendar items for one day.  So when someone comes to us to share 
a story or ask a question and they begin with sharing the whole background that led up to that moment, 
sometimes it’s hard for us to pay attention.  We are hoping for the Reader’s Digest version that gives us the main 
points.  Or, perhaps we need the bulleted list so we can just pick out the highlights. 
 
When we cut short the whole story we miss as much of the point as the point itself.  Yet there are times when 
brevity comes with great value.  Psalm 100 is brief.  It is also to the point.  There is both an invitation to make a 
joyful noise to the Lord as well as an instruction to worship.  There is an invitation to “knowing” which brings 
with it a sense of “remembering.”  God is God and we are His creation.  It is not the other way around.  Don’t 
forget that.  So we enter into worship of this Good God; and how do we know God is God?  His steadfast love and 
faithfulness endures forever! 
 
It took me longer to share the meaning of this Psalm than it took the author to sing it.  We are intended to live 
our lives as a reflection of the Lord, here on earth.  One of the constants of our unchanging God is His faithfulness.  
Brevity works here.  The Psalmist got to the point and it was a good one. 
 

• Ask yourself; am I living faithfulness toward God as a reflection of God's faithfulness toward me? 
 
Tuesday: 3 John 1:1-8 
You may have heard that trite and condemning phrase, “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there 
be enough evidence to convict you?”  I don’t like to work from a position of guilt, so let’s not examine the phrase 
from that perspective.  Instead, let’s ask ourselves that question from a triumphant perspective.  That is, how can 
I live my life such that others meet Christ through me?  What can I do to increase the visibility of Christ through 
me?  How can I be successful in showing my faithfulness in the world in which I live? 
 
Sunday, you heard about “everyday saints.”  The premise is that we are not called to be the giants of faith that 
we read about; St. Francis, St. Anthony, St. John and other saints of old.  Or consider the more recent saints like 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, are you cut out to match that level of sainthood?  I can’t relate, but that doesn’t let me off 
the hook, or you.  What if your faith was not that of a giant, but at least you stood tall enough to be noticed?  
What if you did the things God created you to do in bold and outward ways such that others would look to you 
for an example of how to live faith today?  What would it take for you to live your faith life such that others 
reported on it and thanked you for it? 
 

• Ask yourself; what is one thing I can do this week that may cause others to testify to my faithfulness. 
 
Wednesday: Proverbs 3:1-8 
We’ve been talking about the fruits of the Spirit as defined in Galatians 5:22-23.  It might be helpful for you to 
turn to that passage and read those again.  Go ahead, I’ll wait.  …  Are you back? Good.  To be clear, we’ve 
maintained that these “fruits” are not what God gives you as an award.  Instead, these are the things that come 
forth from us when we cultivate in our heart fertile soil with which God can work.  Like a fruit tree, the fruit 
produced is not meant for the tree but for those who come to enjoy it, are refreshed and nourished by it.   
 
What happens when we fail to cultivate that soil but instead forget to live our lives for God?  What happens when 
our faith is a Sunday sort of thing and doesn’t spill over into the rest of the week?  In this passage “faithfulness” 
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is personified as someone that has the potential of walking away from a relationship with you, forsaking you as 
a friend.  An important twist to this is that it’s not faithfulness, or the other fruits of the Spirit, that walk away 
from us, but we who walk away from them.  When our faithfulness fails, we wander from our calling to produce 
the good fruit of Galatians 5. 
 

• Ask yourself; do I nurture my faithfulness like I would care for a close friend? 
 
Thursday: Isaiah 11:1-5 
There is a pastor whose ministry and teaching has greatly influenced my ministry.  Not just me, but thousands of 
pastors across the globe would count him as greatly influential in how they have lived out their ministry.  His 
church has been a shining example of how to win your community for Christ.  I can’t express my thanks for all he 
has done to impact my ministry and that of others. 
 
Recently it has come to light that there was a dark side to his character.  He has been accused of sexual abuse by 
several women who worked with him over the years.  As I write this, new accusations are coming forth as many 
have been emboldened to claim “me too.”  It hurts my soul to find that this man who has influenced my ministry 
so profoundly has been apparently unfaithful toward his own wife, his employees, his congregation, those he has 
influenced, and the call God placed upon his heart.  The damage he has done will reverberate far beyond those 
who were directly offended (and I say that with no intention to diminish their claim and the harm they have each 
suffered.) 
 
Isaiah 11 is a prophetic pronouncement of the coming Christ, written 500 years before His birth.  It is common 
for the Bible to use the imagery of clothing for the way that one wears their faith.  In this case, it is faithfulness 
that holds up one's pants like a belt.  After all, getting caught with your pants down would be an act of 
unfaithfulness in any situation.   
 

• Ask yourself; when I leave the house in the morning, is my belt of faithfulness tightly secured to protect 
me from an embarrassing error in judgment? 

 
Friday: Galatians 5:22-23 
When preaching it is very important to remain faithful.  This type of faithfulness takes many forms.  It’s not just 
that you should be faithful to Christ or to His Church, though that is vital.  Faithfulness to the biblical texts and 
your interpretation of them is also vital.  This is true both for the person who is called upon to step into the pulpit 
to preach but also the person who preaches as an everyday saint; faithful to live their lives as a sermon enfleshed 
by their words and actions.    
 
With that in mind, it’s important to recognize that every passage of scripture can have various interpretations.  
So long as those interpretations are faithful to the whole of the Bible and the full history of those who have 
faithfully interpreted in the past, it is fair to call it faithful.  So while I’ve been talking about the fruits of the Spirit 
as that which we give away, there are others ways to approach this text with faithfulness. 
   
You can be faithful to this passage of scripture also in saying that the fruits of the Spirit seem to have three 
categories: (1) What God does in us {Love, Joy, Peace, and Self-Control} (2) What God does through us {Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Gentleness} and (3) What God makes possible {Faithfulness}.  
 

• Ask yourself; am I allowing God to make faith possible in my life? 
 
Saturday: Psalm 85 
Heading out on vacation is often begun with a long time of travel.  Are we there yet?  One summer my family all 
headed down to the Gulf Coast a day before I could depart.  I had the 9-hour drive to do alone.  There were parts 
of that drive that I enjoyed the peace of being alone.  I turned up Christian music and worshipped in the silence 
of my own thoughts.  Other times I would wind down the windows and appreciate the breeze.  However, during 
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that long drive, there were moments when I just wanted it to be over.  I’d have something to eat and find myself 
a little drowsy.  I’d wish it over, to be done with.  
  
Whether alone or with others, when does the vacation begin?  Is it in the planning?  Is it when you are traveling?  
Is it when you’re finally checked in and headed for the pool or beach?  I think the answer to all these questions 
is “yes.”  The vacation is the reality that you are not there yet, while at the same time you are in the middle of it.  
The entirety of the journey, from conception to completion, is the vacation. 
 
Vacation and faith are much the same in that way.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we know that salvation is already 
here, but not yet.  Individually we have accepted the salvation that is God’s grace but we know it will not reach 
it’s fullness until we join in the feast at God’s heavenly banquet.  It is both here and not yet.  Like a vacation, faith 
is a journey from conception to completion.  As long as we are on this side of heaven, it is both here and now as 
well as not yet. 
 
Psalm 85 is an expression of this reality of faith.  The people of Israel have been saved from exile but have not yet 
experienced the fullness of God’s blessing.  Verse 10 is the most poetically hopeful of this Psalm.  Steadfast love, 
most often associated with God, and faithfulness, associated with you and me, will one day meet in a perfect 
way.   
 

• Ask yourself; is my faith centered upon God's steadfast (constant and unswerving) love? 
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