
Living Word Weekly Devotion (August 27 – September 1, 2018) 
 
 
Legacy of Song 
 
Monday:  Psalm 150 - “Come Christians, Join to Sing” 
Have you ever noticed the power of music to express human emotions?  Even without lyrics, we hear some music 
as joyful and other music as heart-wrenching, simply from the major or minor chords that are used in the 
composition.  Just search for “babies react to music” on YouTube and you’ll find tons of videos showing babies 
laughing, crying, or even becoming contemplative through different styles of music!  Psalm 150 is a song of pure 
joy, lifting up trumpets, harps, lyres, tambourines, flutes, strings, and cymbals as ways of expressing our joy and 
gratitude to God, through music.  The mood is one of overwhelming happiness! 
 
The Legacy of Song concert yesterday opened with the great hymn “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”.  It is an 
invitation to do what the psalmist is doing – to express our joy in God through music!  Like the Psalm, it calls on 
Christians to sing praise to God with all they’ve got – with heart and voice!  Sometimes, as Christians, we confuse 
reverence for God with a “serious” attitude that looks down on joyful exuberance.  But the people of God have 
never withheld their emotional response to the amazing love God pours out on us.  We sing praises to God, not 
because God needs to be complimented, but because our hearts cannot help but burst with joy that is best 
expressed through music! 
 

• Ask yourself; when was the last time my heart really burst forth in praise of God? 
 
Tuesday:  Revelation 21:1-4 – “Bound for the Promised Land” 
When I was growing up, I must have heard the words “well, it was bound to happen” out of my mom’s mouth every 
time I hurt myself – whether it was crashing after riding my bike too fast, jumping off our back porch, falling out of 
a tree, or getting a foot full of spiny “stickers” from running around outside barefoot.  The words communicated 
to me an inevitability of what would happen to me based on my own choices and actions.  At the same time, I’d 
often be reminded that I was “bound to succeed” if I applied myself to my homework and was diligent to get my 
chores done. 
 
Christian spirituals are full of language about being “bound for the Promised Land”.  Now, while we sometimes use 
the language of “bound for” to simply identify a destination – as in, “we’re bound for Chicago” as we depart for a 
road trip – the language of the spirituals implies more of the inevitability of reaching the Promised Land than it 
simply being a destination.  The promise of the book of Revelation, the promise of the entire scriptural narrative is 
that there will be a New Creation – one in which the pain and turmoil of this world will be no more.  The words of 
the spiritual we heard on Sunday promises that “when I shall reach that happy place, I’ll be forever blessed”.  
Because as Christians, we truly are “bound for the Promised Land”.  A place where there is no more death, or 
mourning, or crying, or pain – for Christians, “it’s bound to happen”. 
 

• Ask yourself; do the things I do with my life suggest that I am “bound for the Promised Land”? 
 
Wednesday:   Psalm 8 - “My Maker’s World” 
I have been blessed to be able to travel to see some amazing parts of the world.  From the rugged coast of Oregon 
to the Everglades of Florida here in the United States, to the volcanoes of Iceland, the Sahel borderlands of northern 
Ghana, and the islands of the Aegean Sea near Greece, the splendor and variety of God’s created world has always 
held a fascination for me.  But we really shouldn’t feel like we have to travel to have an appreciation for God’s 
Creation!  Sometimes our own backyards become so familiar, we forget to pause to consider the splendor of an 
oak tree or the delicate intricacy of a spider web in the eaves of our houses. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+150&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-4+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8+&version=NIV


The Bible is filled with accounts of the glory of God’s created world.  This glory is not only evident in the creation 
stories from Genesis, but in many of the Psalms, where we hear the people of God stop to praise God for the 
majesty of His creation.  Psalm 8 is one such Psalm, but there are many others.  These Psalms, along with songs like 
“This is My Father’s World”, give us the words to express this praise of the world we so often take for granted.  If 
we allow it to, we can hear Creation itself declaring the wonder of God. 
 

• Ask yourself; when was the last time I took the time to truly consider God’s Creation and to praise Him for 
it? 

 
Thursday:  Hebrews 9:11-14 – “There’s Power in the Blood” 
Every one of us knows what it’s like to live with a guilty conscience.  The memory of past wrongdoings has a power 
over us that can eat at us for years.  While the passing of time has a way of easing that conscience, a seemingly 
unrelated event can make it flare up again.  Even the simple act of reading this paragraph might cause a long-
forgotten ache of guilt to re-emerge.  God has placed in each one of us a sense of right and wrong, even if it is true 
that we are capable of hardening our hearts to make it easier and easier to act against that sense. 
 
In the Old Testament, God provided a ritual that involved the sacrifice of animals in order to cleanse the conscience 
of guilt, or, in its language, to “atone for sin”.  The whole idea was that God proclaimed that guilt could be 
transferred off of ourselves and placed on an individual animal who would “take the blame” if we believed that 
God allowed that transference to happen.  The writer of Hebrews in today’s reading, and in the following verses, 
explains that Christ’s sacrifice is far superior to the Old Testament system of animal sacrifice because in taking the 
blame for the sins of the entire world, Christ’s sacrifice stands for all time.  According to verse 14, the blood of 
Christ can cleanse our very consciences from the guilt about the things we do that we should, lead to our own 
deaths.  As the hymn proclaims, “There’s Power in the Blood” – power that can even defeat the power that a guilty 
conscience holds over us! 
 

• Ask yourself; do I have a clear sense that my conscience has been cleansed by the blood of Christ? 
 
Friday: Romans 8:9-16 – “Blessed Assurance” 
Have you ever worried and worried about something, even though someone else is constantly trying to reassure 
you that there is nothing to worry about?  I remember one time that we had left town for a 10-day vacation, and 
when we were about four hours away from home, I became convinced that I had left the front door of the house 
unlocked.  Even though my wife kept reassuring me that she had locked it, I was positive I had gone out the door 
after she had locked it, and that the house would be wide open for the entire time we were gone.  I worried about 
it until we got home – and of course, the front door was locked. 
 
Some Christians worry about their own salvation.  I have had adults in Bible study express concern about expressing 
confidence in their salvation because they are afraid it would be presumptuous to assume that they are going to 
heaven.  But John Wesley (the founder of Methodism) considered the doctrine of assurance of salvation to be of 
supreme importance, based largely on the Scripture in today’s reading.  The Fanny Crosby hymn “Blessed 
Assurance” affirms the joy that an assurance of personal salvation brings, as the author proclaims that “I in my 
Savior am happy and blessed”!  In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul avows that “the (Holy) Spirit testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children”.  In other words, part of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is to give 
us the absolute assurance that God now sees us as He sees Jesus – as His own child!  John Wesley claimed that it 
was only when he came to experience this assurance that he was freed from worrying about his own salvation, to 
fully concentrate on leading others to their own. 
 

• Ask yourself; do I have the experience of the “blessed assurance” that the hymn proclaims? 
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Saturday: 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 - “Victory in Jesus” 
From the moment in Genesis when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, Scripture has portrayed death as the 
final enemy of humanity.  Nearly every human being experiences the pain of the death of a loved one at multiple 
times in the course of their human existence.  The story in Genesis reminds us that death was not part of God’s 
original intent for humanity, but was introduced due to humanity’s disobedience.  When Jesus Christ embodied a 
perfect human life of obedience and submission to God’s will, God raised Him from the dead.  The final enemy, 
death, was defeated through the power of a human life lived the way God originally intended it to be lived – in 
perfect alignment with God’s will.  What is even more amazing about this event, though, is that followers of Jesus 
are promised the exact same thing – not by living the perfect life Jesus lived, but by believing, by faith, that Jesus 
has lived it for us, and has sacrificed His life to guarantee ours.  The apostle Paul sees this final resurrection of the 
dead in Christ to immortality as the final victory of God over death’s tyranny.  This “Victory in Jesus” is the gift given 
in return for a life of following Jesus, and being remade in His image.  As the hymn proclaims, the key to victory is 
to repent of sin, re-align your life with God’s will, and by faith believe that Jesus has made it possible. 
 

• Ask yourself; how does my life reflect a belief that Jesus has won a victory over death on my behalf? 
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