
BEACON

In This Issue:
PASTORS PEN

Page 2

MESSAGE FROM THE HEART
Page 3

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Page 4

MISSIONS
 Page 5 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Page 6

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Page 7

JUNE 3, 2019

Follow us:

t
h

e

in worship
Deep Thoughts With Paul
June 16 – July 7
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Though we encounter this letter first, it is the last of Paul’s letters.  It is 
also Paul’s deepest thoughts on faith.  We’ll look at these deep thoughts 
and make them accessible to everyone. 

Great Awakening Youth Choir Tour
June 9 at 9:00 & 10:30 am 
The Great Awakening High School Youth Choir will present their tour, 
"Resurrected" at Living Word on Sunday, 6/9 at 9:00 & 10:30 am. God's 
Word will be shared through music and drama. Please mark your calendars 
and plan now to attend!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/


2

 Living The Word All Summer
As summer approaches I think about all the children who are off school.  Some will have summer school plans 
while most will spend their days doing what children do.  I write that with a little bit of envy as I remember 
summer days when I would leave the house and, with friends, explore the whole neighborhood.  We’d go as far 
as our bikes would take us and return in time for supper.  (And you never wanted to be late for supper.  That was 
a “no-no” in our household.)  Those days are gone now as the world seems to have become a lot less safe and 
children are staying closer to home, or actually in the home.  The digital world has offered so many alternatives 
to outdoor play that the inquisitive exploring nature of children has moved from the natural world to the flat 
screen.  Personally, I still like to get out and go during the summer.

What about you?  Do you have plans to get out and go this summer?  Living Word as a whole is filled with 
people who travel often.  Though I haven’t been here through a whole summer yet, I’m guessing the number of 
people who travel increases with the summer months.  For those in our church with school children, teachers 
or administrators, this is the time to venture out and see the people and places that school days disallow.  I 
sincerely hope you find the time of refreshment and relaxation which time away can offer.  I’ll be doing that with 
my family as well this summer.

As your pastor, your absence concerns me, though.  It’s not about the way it impacts our overall worship 
numbers.  I’m concerned that the habit of being away will act in the same way that a child being away from 
school is affected: they experience a decline in the memory of what they knew from the year before.  As adults, 
this happens to us when we absent ourselves from worship or learning opportunities through the summer.  Our 
faith begins to degrade a little with each absence.  The good news is that this isn’t an irreparable situation.  Here 
are some ideas for your summer faith growth.

1. There’s a church wherever you go.  Just as you make plans for your time away, make a plan to visit worship in 
the town you find yourself on Sunday.  You’ll see faith from a different perspective, grow in your knowledge 
of how God is speaking to people in other places, and might find a great idea you want to share with me.  I’d 
love to hear about your experience.

2. You can always listen to the sermon from Living Word by about noon on Sunday.  The sermon video is 
available by 7 pm.  Go to LivingWordUMC.org and select “Media” to take you to the message.

3. Don’t forget your Journey Through the New Testament.  Get the devotion and scripture link in your email or 
download the booklet through our website.  

Those are my suggestions. What are your plans?  Taking time off work, off school, or off your regular schedule for 
a time of rest is biblical.  Sabbath is the weekly day of rest, but the Bible also refers to other times to relax and 
refresh.  In each of these instances the rest is to allow yourself to refresh your faith.  Don’t take time away from 
the Lord when you take time away from Living Word.

See you next time your're home on Sunday.  In the meantime, enjoy your time away.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

pastors' pen

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Friends - 

This quote spoke perfectly to me about how I sometimes approach change in my life.  If I would spend 
more of my time and energy on building the new instead of wishing that things would stay the same, I 
would probably be a lot further ahead.  

I also thought this quote spoke to me about what to write about in my Beacon “From the Heart” article.  
At Living Word, we are always changing.  Some changes are more visible than others are; like when a 
long-term leader leaves to seek new opportunities.  Or when we add a new feature to the worship area.  
While others may occur behind the scenes and most of us are not even aware of them.  

I thought about Jesus and His time here on Earth.  His whole purpose for being here was to seek change.  
God didn’t like the way things were going so He sent His son to teach us how to change; how to become 
more like Christ so the reign of God can become a reality.  

No matter the type of change, people react differently to change.  I want to be that person that focuses 
on building the new and not stuck fighting for the old just because it makes me comfortable.  I hope you 
will join me as we continue in our season of change at Living Word.  Embrace the new opportunities 
that are ahead of us.  

In God’s Love,
Robbin Willis
Chair, Living Word Leadership Board

Message from the Heart

"THE SECRET OF CHANGE IS TO FOCUS ALL OF YOUR ENERGY, 
NOT ON FIGHTING THE OLD, BUT ON BUILDING THE NEW." 

-SOCRATES



Important Information

Worship Attendance
May 5 - 462 May 12 - 542
May 19 - 532 May 26 - 410
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Senior Social
Please join in the fun for any of the Senior Social 
studies or activities in June. Invite a friend!

Tuesday, June 4, 11 & 18  – 11:00 am Senior Bible 
Study with Pastor Greg
(No Bible Study on June 25)

Tuesday, June 11 – 12:00 – 2:00 pm Senior Social 
Luncheon  – We are excited to have Marta Allred 
from Allred Bees join us for a presentation about the 
advantages of beekeeping. 
                                    
Tuesday, June 25 – 10:00 am – 12:00 pm Senior Movie 
Day 

Mary Martha Circle
Mary Martha Circle will meet on Thursday, June 27 
at 6:30 pm.  Please join us for fun and fellowship at 
our Annual Summer Salad Supper.  Just bring your 
favorite hot or cold salad to serve 8 - beverage and 
dessert will be provided.  Guests are always welcome.  
For more information please call Mary Ottenberg at 
314-757-7598. 

Great Awakening Youth Choir Tour 
June 9 at 9:00 & 10:30 am 
The Great Awakening High School Youth Choir will 
present their tour, "Resurrected" at Living Word on 
Sunday, 6/9 at 9:00 & 10:30 am. God's Word will be 
shared through music and drama. Please mark your 
calendars and plan now to attend!

Now Hiring Director of Communications and 
Marketing 
Living Word is now accepting applications for a new 
Director of Communications and Marketing. The full-
time position is responsible for external and internal 
communications of Living Word Church. Experience 
in communications, marketing, digital media, and/or 
graphic design is preferred. For more information or 
to apply please visit www.livingwordumc.org/jobs. 

Wesley Ringers invite Youth and Adults to explore 
bell ringing this summer!
Wesley Ringers will meet twice a month in June, 
July, and August to refresh our skills, ring simple 
melodies and have a good time. If you are an adult or 
youth group member who reads music and wants to 
explore the bells in a no pressure environment, come 
visit us on June 4, June 18, July 9, July 23, August 6 
and August 20. Come as your schedule permits.  All 
rehearsals begin at 6:45 pm and end at 8:00 pm.  Email 
all questions to Cathy Hartsfield at cjmhartsfield@
gmail.com. 

Living Word Financial Update
The First Quarter 2019 Living Word Financials are now 
available at www.livingwordumc.org, click on "giving". 
You may also pick up a printed copy at the kiosk in the 
lobby. For more information please contact Kim Cox 
at kcox@livingwordumc.org, 636-821-2800.

June 9 – Living Word Golf Tournament
June 9  - Youth Choir Tour at Living Word

June 24-28 – Vacation Bible School
July 27 – BackPack Attack 

Aug. 25 – Legacy of Song Worship Concert

Vacation Bible School
VBS 2019 will be “To Mars and Beyond:  Explore 
Where God’s Power Can Take You”.  Your children, 
ages 3 – 5th grade are invited to join us on a space 
travel adventure to explore where God’s power can 
take them.  Join us on June 24-28 from 9:00 am – 
12:00 pm. The cost is $35 and includes a t-shirt.
Register  now at lwinfo.org.

Journey Through the New Testament 
Journey Through the New Testament Devotion Book 
3 (May 6-July 5) and new small group lists as well as 
the reading checklist are available in the lobby or at 
www.livingwordumc.org.  Sign-up for a Journey Small 
Group at lwinfo.org.

Volunteer for Vacation Bible School
A HUGE shout out to those who have signed up to 
help.  We still need adults in Storytelling, Science, 
Music and Snack. Sign up to volunteer for VBS 2019 
"To Mars and Beyond", June 24-28 at lwinfo.org! For 
more information, please contact Brenda Stobbe at 
bstobbe@livingwordumc.org.
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missions
BackPack Attack
Backpack Attack will take place at Living Word on July 27.  Providing school supplies for Rockwood families who 
are financially challenged is just one way we can share the love of Jesus Christ through intentional personal and 
community outreach.  June 23 is the official start of Backpack Attack.  Watch for the display in the lobby with 
more information about what school supplies are needed beginning June 23.  There are three ways you can 
financially support this ministry:
1) Make a cash donation so supplies can be purchased in bulk.
2) Visit livingwordumc.org/backpack-attack to use our on-line form to make a donation or
3) Purchase school supplies and bring them to church by July 14.
Thank you in advance for your generosity! Contact Doreen Norris at dlnorris58@gmail.com for more information.

Room at the Inn
Room at the Inn was one of the recipients of the Living Word Christmas Miracle Offering grants.  With their 
grant, Room at the Inn was able to replace many of the aging and failing appliances at their day site (3415 
Bridgeland Drive, Bridgeton, Missouri) with brand new equipment!  New, large, commercial grade refrigerators 
and freezer were purchased, along with a new stacking washer and dryer, and two new microwave ovens.  A 
commercial grade ice machine was also purchased but has not yet been delivered to them as of the date of these 
photographs.  Room at the Inn is thrilled to be the recipient of this grant, and extends their heartfelt thanks to 
Living Word!

Living Word hosts up to ten Room at the Inn homeless women, children, and/or families on the second Thursday 
of each month right here in our own church building, providing a safe and secure environment.  You can serve in 
many different ways, including cooking or serving dinner, providing breakfast foods, setting out the beds, cleaning 
up in the morning, doing laundry, hanging out with our guests for the evening, supervising the overnight stay, 
or driving the bus to Bridgeton for pickup Thursday night or drop-off Friday morning.  There are also plenty of 
opportunities to volunteer at the day site in Bridgeton.  Contact Pastor Greg Finfrock gfinfrock@livingwordumc.
org if you would like more information about how you can get involved with Room at the Inn!

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/missions/
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Devin Elise Thomas
On Sunday, April 28, Living Word was blessed 

to celebrate the baptism of Devin Elise Thomas.  
Devin is the daughter of Mark and Tina Thomas.  

Congratulations!  

Church Family News

Nolan William Franke 
On Sunday, May 5, Living Word was blessed to 
celebrate the baptism of Nolan William Franke. 

Nolan is the son of Mark and Alyssa Franke. 
He is also the great-grandson of Lea Akers. 

Congratulations!

Elizabeth Katherine Jenkins
On Sunday, May 12, Living Word was blessed to celebrate the baptism of Elizabeth Katherine Jenkins.  

Elizabeth is the daughter of Tyler and Ashley Jenkins.  She is also the granddaughter of Jim and Della Jenkins.  
Congratulations!



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
For pre-surgery prayer, please call the Church Office at 636-821-2800 with surgery date and time, check-in time and 
hospital name.  To add a prayer to the above list, please fill out the Connect Card Prayer Request section or you may email 
prayerchain@livingwordumc.org. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 On-Call Phone:  636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers.  Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list
To have cards sent: livingwordumc.org/ministries/card-ministry
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Sarai Ramnani
Bob Vincent
Pam Savage
Mary Lou Lema
Linda Schultheis
Joyce Rabin
Kathy Klos
Bill Cruse
Jerry Primm
Bonnie Settlemeyer

Jim Stephens
Al Sappington
Phyllis Sappington
Vicki Robinson
Pat Kunkel
Rev. Richard Combs
Paul Brown
Sophia Miller
Joan Burkholder
Duke Goodwin
Bill Brown

Carol Margreiter
Doug Nash
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Nini Schneider

The Anderson family and friends on the loss of Claudia 
Anderson's husband, Rex Anderson

The Jennings family and friends on the loss of Joyce 
Jackson's husband, Stephen Jennings

 

Congratulations Confirmation Class 2019!

youth 

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

LW KIDS

Movie at Living Word
Tuesday | June 11 | 1-3PM | free

How to Train Your Dragon 3: The Hidden World
1st - 5th graders are invited to a movie in the youth room

with popcorn, snacks and drinks included. 

*Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

VVacation Bible School : To Mars & Beyond 
June 24-28 | 9AM-12PM | $35

For kids age 3 - 5th grade 

Monkey Joe’s Meetup
Wednesday | July 10 | 10AM-12PM | $5

1st - 5th graders are invited to meetup for a morning of fun! 

*Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

CCooking Camp : Christmas in July!
July 23-25 | 9AM-1PM | $75

For kids 3rd-5th grade 

Water Play Day at Living Word
Tuesday | August 6 | 12-2:30PM | free

1st - 5th graders are invited for an afternoon of water fun!

Hot Dogs and Icy treats included.

**Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

Registration for all events
available at 

LIVINGWORDUMC.ORG

Summer Fun!

LW Kids
SUMMER 

FUN!

Registration for all events 
at livingwordumc.org


