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in worship
Deep Thoughts With Paul
June 16 – July 7
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Though we encounter this letter first, it is the last of Paul’s letters.  It is 
also Paul’s deepest thoughts on faith.  We’ll look at these deep thoughts 
and make them accessible to everyone. 

Body Language 
July 14 – August 11
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
At the center of the two letters to the church in Corinth, Paul gives us a 
rich image for the structure of the church; the Body. It is both systematic 
and organic, just as the body God gave each one of us.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
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A Reason, A Season and A Lifetime
   Nancy, my wife, has done women’s spiritual retreats from time to time.  She likes to say that since she has led a retreat 
in Arkansas, she is a nationally known speaker.  Who am I to argue?  I’ve only preached in Missouri, so I’m fairly provincial 
and not near as world renown as she.
   One of the relational teachings Nancy has used has stuck with me all these years.  Since you can find it on the internet, I 
assume it’s not original to her.  Her use of it, though, has helped people consider the relationships they have and the ones 
that are no longer a part of their lives.  We all lose people in our lives.  Whether it is through death, distance, or drifting 
away, people leave us.  This brings upon us a sense of grief in our loss.  That grief sometimes goes without reconciliation 
and causes long term pain; this is especially true if we don’t understand the reason for the loss.
   To understand our lost relationships better, it may be helpful to consider God’s part in those associations.  In Nancy’s 
presentation, she states that God puts people into our lives for “A Reason, a Season and a Lifetime.”  It would take me 
several pages to describe the depth of meaning Nancy goes into during the retreat, so I’ll take just a moment to put my 
spin on it.
   A Reason – There are times in our lives when we need someone more than they need us.  There are other times when 
they need us more than we need them.  These encounters may be brief; you’ve helped a complete stranger who dropped 
something as they walked by you in a grocery store.  They may also be long term; I’ve had the same pastoral coach for 
about 10 years.  His coaching has been important to me, but the relationship is there for a reason.  At times, God offers us 
friendships and relationships that are more transactional in this sense.  We fill the need another has or they fill ours.  While 
we should never see people as the objects who fulfill our needs, this divine insertion into our lives is because we are both 
subjects of God’s love.  It is a true statement that we both benefit from this transactional relationship.  However, these are 
often brief as they last from a moment to a matter of years and are limited in their scope.  Our dependency on the need 
they fulfill is what causes us to feel pain in the loss.  If you’ve lost this kind of relationship, consider the good it did for you 
in the time of your need.  Then give thanks to God for this gift.
   A Season – Are you still BFFs with your BFF from high school?  Rob was my best friend from 3rd grade through college.  
We were best man in one another’s weddings.  Then we parted ways.  We still keep up on Facebook, but that’s about the 
depth of our relationship today.  We were in each other’s lives for a season.  It was an important season for each of us as 
high school and college can be difficult to negotiate alone.  It was less transactional then it was relational.  We were there 
for each other and had each other’s back when needed.  But now we’ve drifted apart as distance and differing interests 
have made it hard to maintain our friendship.  I consider the gift of this relationship to be God given as well.  One of the 
last times we spent time together was when Rob and his wife and Nancy and I spent a weekend at the Lake of the Ozarks 
together.  I told Rob I was headed to seminary and a life a ministry and he couldn’t have been more gracious in wishing me 
well and praying for our future.  Looking back, that weekend was the end of the season.  I miss the depth of friendship we 
had but celebrate it for what it was and the time it lasted.
   A Lifetime – There is a practice among Methodist Preachers that when we leave for a new church appointment we 
don’t go back.  Our job is to become the pastor to the people we’ve moved to serve.  We also do our friends, of whom 
we have served for a season, a disservice when we interfere with the pastoral relationship they are forming with their 
new pastor.  Nancy and I have experienced several seasonal changes as we’ve made six pastoral moves.  We still love the 
people who we have left behind.  We love them enough to move on, though, and allow them to build a new pastoral 
relationship.  However, there have been a few friendships we’ve built that have stood the test of time and pastoral moves.  
We were at the Cardinals game with Craig and Robin last night.  They were a part of a church we left 17 years ago.  When I 
stopped being their pastor we moved into a lifelong friendship.  We were careful, all four of us, to not interfere with their 
relationship with their new pastor, but it just seemed to us that they were put into our lives for the long term.  We have 
loved being able to share this life-long friendship.  God has given us a blessing in them and we think the feeling is mutual.
   In this Beacon you’re going to read about new staff members and staffing changes.  I’ve been blessed by each person 
who has been on staff with me here and at other churches.  While staff positions are, by their nature, transactional, the 
relationships built often continue on.  I still get together with former staff members from other churches from time to time.  
Sometimes “reason” and “season” relationships are revisited.  I count these reunions as part of God’s blessing.  I hope, 
as our staff changes, you’ll recognize God at work.  The reason, season, or lifetime relationships you have, are or will be 
building are gifts from God.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave

pastor's pen

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Love in Action: Meeting the Needs of Others

Love in Action is when we meet the needs of other people – physical, emotional, or spiritual – out of love for Christ. As 
Christians, I believe we should want to serve God by serving people and helping others in His name.

I’m Doreen Norris, chairperson for Living Word’s BackPack Attack 2019. For eight years Living Word has enjoyed partnering 
with the Rockwood School District to show love and serve the needs of local families who cannot afford to purchase school 
supplies for their elementary age children. It is a mission that allows our community to be important in the life of a child.

In 2018 many people donated via the online donation form. Some of you donated via cash or check and put it in the 
offering plate or picked up locker tags and purchased school supplies for the students. Some of you donated your time 
and helped to make BackPack Attack 2018 the best ever!! Regardless of how you donated, your donation was a blessing to 
others and you were in His service!!

No one appreciates our efforts more than the Rockwood School District and the students they serve. Below is an email 
I received last year after the conclusion of our event from Kim Litzau, my Backpack Attack contact and Rockwood School 
District’s coordinator for the Partners in Education program:

Doreen,

Today is the first day of school for Rockwood! Because of your effort hundreds of students walked through the front door of their school 
with a brand new backpack filled with school supplies.

The first day of school is filled with emotion.  Having a new backpack with the new supplies helped to put a smile on the face of each 
and every student that you impacted.  They are opening crayons, pencils and notebooks today and starting off their year as a positive 
and well prepared student.

Thank you for your efforts, for your generosity and your time and commitment to our school community.  Please express my deep 
appreciation and gratitude to your community.

And have a great first day of school!

Kim Litzau
Coordinator, Partners in Education
Rockwood School District 

Here we are today, almost a year since Kim composed that note and I, once again, am asking for your help in spreading 
God’s love to our students.

How can YOU display Love in Action right now?

MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION in person on Sundays or at livingwordumc.org/backpack-attack.  This is our biggest 
need!

DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES during Sundays in July.  Lockers set up in the church lobby will display tags for much needed 
supplies.  Choose tags, shop for the supplies, then drop them off at Living Word by July 14.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME. We will need help collecting the supplies each Sunday in July, setting up the worship space on 
July 26 and working the event on July 27.  Sign up to volunteer by visiting livingwordumc.org/backpack-attack.  Sign-up 
sheets will also be available on Sundays in the lobby throughout July.

In closing, I thank YOU, the generous people of Living Word, for Love in Action. Together we will make a difference in the 
lives of students and their families in our community.  Let’s make BackPack Attack 2019 our biggest and best ever!!

Doreen Norris
2019 BackPack Attack Chair

Message from the Heart



Important Information

Worship Attendance

June 2 - 454
June 9 - 409

June 16 - 468
June 23 - 477
June 30 - 396
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Senior Social
Please join in the fun for any of the Senior Social 
studies or activities in July. Invite a friend!

Tuesday, July 2, 8, 16, 23 & 30  – 11:00 am Senior Bible 
Study with Pastor Greg

Tuesday, July 9 – 12:00 – 2:00 pm Senior Social 
Luncheon  – Summer Salad Day! Bring your favorite 
summer salad to share.  Afterwards, we will play a 
variation of Bunco.  Game on!

Instrumental Ensemble to Play on July 28th!
We are looking for instrumental players to play in 
worship on July 28th at the 9:00 am service.  We 
will accompany hymns and play a few selections on 
our own.  It’s time to dust off those instruments and 
chops (if necessary) and join us!  We are looking for 
brass, woodwinds and strings!
There will be one rehearsal on Saturday, July 27, 10:00 
– 11:30 am.  If interested, please contact Donna Baker 
at dbaker@livingwordumc.org.

Legacy of Song Worship Concert
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.  Colossians 3:16
Come join us on August 25, at 9:00 and 10:30 am, 
for this special celebration in song led by the Worship 
Choir and orchestra, as we sing our faith and make 
witnesses to the promises of God in Jesus Christ. 

Coffee with the Pastor
Would you like to learn more about Living Word? 
Come to Coffee with the Pastor Sunday, July 21 at 
10:00 am in Room 200. This casual get together with 
Pastor Dave allows you to ask any questions you 
might have. Coffee, donuts, and childcare provided.

Church Building Hours 
The Church will be closed Thursday, July 4 in 
observance of the Fourth of July Holiday.

Save the Date
July 21 – Coffee with the Pastor

July 27 – BackPack Attack 
Aug. 25 – Legacy of Song Worship Concert

Journey Through the New Testament 
Journey Through the New Testament Devotion Book 
Four (July 8 –September 6) and new small group lists 
as well as the reading checklist are available in the 
lobby or at www.livingwordumc.org. Sign up for a 
Journey Small Group at lwinfo.org.

Wesley Ringers invite Youth and Adults to Explore 
Bell Ringing This Summer!
Wesley Ringers will meet twice a month in June, July, 
and August to refresh our skills, ring simple melodies 
and have a good time. If you are an adult or youth 
group member who reads music and wants to explore 
the bells in a no pressure environment, come visit us 
on  July 9, July 23, August 6 and August 20. Come as 
your schedule permits.  All rehearsals begin at 6:45 
pm and end at 8:00 pm.  Email all questions to Cathy 
Hartsfield at cjmhartsfield@gmail.com. 

Men's Club Announces Four Scholarship Winners!
Living Word Men’s Club announced four $1000 
scholarship winners on June 30, 2019. Greg Howard 
from the Men’s Club presented scholarships to  
Benjamin Brim, Katie Locke, Caleb  McDowell and 
Drew Wenger. Benjamin will attend Grinnell College 
to study Chemistry and Mathematics. Katie will 
attend the University of Arkansas and will study 
Nursing. Drew will attend Maryville University and will 
study Cyber Security and Management Information 
Systems. Caleb will attend Missouri University of 
Science and Technology  and will study Engineering. 
The scholarships were funded by the Men's Club 
Christmas Tree Lot, Men's Club Golf Tournament and 
donations. 



5

missions
Calling all Backpack Attack Volunteers  
The Attack is scheduled for Saturday, July 28 from 10:00 am 
– 1:00 pm. Rockwood students and their families will come 
to Living Word to select their backpack and experience 
the excitement of shopping for their own school supplies. 
Volunteers (ages 18 and up) are needed to help the students 
choose their backpack and supplies, enjoy lunch and spend 
time just being a kid. Please visit www.livingwordumc.org/
backpack-attack to sign up to volunteer. We could not do 
this without you! Contact Doreen Norris at dlnorris58@
gmail.com with any questions.

New Sign at Living Word!              
The new Living Word sign has been installed at the corner of Highway 100 and Pond Road! The new sign is 
the result of many hours of volunteer and staff effort; committee meetings, City of Wildwood meetings and 
preparation of the site for installation. Thank you to everyone who worked on this project which is now a reality! 

"To Living Word UMC & Haven House, 
Thank y’all so very much for all you do for families during times 
of stress and illness. My son Austin is a patient at Shriner’s and 
is requiring frequent visits. We are so thankful for Haven House 
when we travel from West Tennessee."

"Dear Friends at United Methodist Church, 
Thank you very much for making mine and my son’s stay at 
Staybridge Hotel under Haven House possible! We appreciate 
all your help! My son has a very, very rare bone disease and 
we need to visit his physician at Shriner’s Hospital St. Louis 
Research Center, once a year. We come from Boston, MA."

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/missions/
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Youth Events for Middle School and High School - Save the Date!!

July 19 - 20: Middle School Lock-In
August 1 - 4: Youth Mexico Mission Trip

August 17: Youth Float Trip 
 

Youth Group - Sunday afternoons 1:30 - 3:00 pm at Living Word

 Check the website for updates, details and permission forms at 
livingwordumc.org/youth or contact Zach Davis at zdavis@livingwordumc.org.

youth 

Great Awakening Choir Tour
2019

Welcome Zach Davis – New Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries!
Originally from Decatur, Illinois, Zach and his family moved to Cerro Gordo, Illinois 
after his parents divorced.  In high school he enjoyed playing football and playing 
pranks with his brother, Bryson, with his little brother, Brogun, tagging along.  In 
college, Zach originally studied physical therapy, but God had other plans. At age 
20, he received his call to Pastoral Ministry and transferred to Greenville University 
in Greenville, Illinois where he studied Pastoral Ministry and met his fiancee, Laura.  
Laura is a Spanish teacher, and she and Zach are excited to marry on November 30 
of this year.  A recent graduate, Zach plans to continue his education by acquiring 
his Masters of Divinity through Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis.  Both he and 
Laura are thrilled to be joining Living Word and become part of this church family.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/


Prayer Requests
Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers.  Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care
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Amy Reals
Delaney Digman
Krista King
Beth Biggs family
Tom Gilles
Melva Kimker
Sarai Ramnani
Bob Vincent
Pam Savage
Mary Lou Lema
Bill Cruse
Bonnie Settlemeyer
Jim Stephens
Al Sappington

Phyllis Sappington
Vicki Robinson
Pat Kunkel
Rev. Richard Combs
Sophia Miller
Joan Burkholder
Duke Goodwin
Bill Brown
Carol Margreiter
Doug Nash
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Nini Schneider

The Wells and Schlumpberger families on the loss of Jeanne Wells' 
father, Roy Schlumpberger

The Kenney and Mordt families on the loss of Doug Kenney

The Cason, Stevermer and Waite families on the loss of Bud 
Waite's daughter and Margaret Waite's stepdaughter, Kimberly 
Cason-Stevermer

Church Family News

Welcome Sara Heithaus – New Administrative 
Assistant to Children's Ministry

Sara and her husband Tom have been attending 
Living Word regularly since the summer of 
2017, along with their son, Tommy.  

She graduated from Missouri State University, 
then spent over 10 years in the purchasing 
field and most recently as an administrative 
assistant for a staffing agency.  Sara loves 
animals, dancing and spending time with her 
family.

Please join us in welcoming Sara, Tom and 
Tommy to our Living Word family!

Living Word Staff Update

Devin Cline has resigned from Living Word as the Interim 
Worship Leader to take a full-time job.  His last day at Living 
Word will be Sunday, July 14, 2019. We are so thankful for his 
service as the Worship Leader and wish him the best of luck in 
the future. 

 "Thank you to everyone in the band and the congregation as 
you have helped me grow in my faith journey tremendously. 
Living Word has been home to me and I have truly seen and 
experienced the Word and love of God in action here. I still 
plan to continue volunteering when I can." 
Devin Cline 

 Please take the time to let Devin know how much you have 
appreciated all that he has done for us. Stop by the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, July 14 after the 10:30 am worship service for 
a cake reception.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/


17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

LW KIDS

Movie at Living Word
Tuesday | June 11 | 1-3PM | free

How to Train Your Dragon 3: The Hidden World
1st - 5th graders are invited to a movie in the youth room

with popcorn, snacks and drinks included. 

*Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

VVacation Bible School : To Mars & Beyond 
June 24-28 | 9AM-12PM | $35

For kids age 3 - 5th grade 

Monkey Joe’s Meetup
Wednesday | July 10 | 10AM-12PM | $5

1st - 5th graders are invited to meetup for a morning of fun! 

*Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

CCooking Camp : Christmas in July!
July 23-25 | 9AM-1PM | $75

For kids 3rd-5th grade 

Water Play Day at Living Word
Tuesday | August 6 | 12-2:30PM | free

1st - 5th graders are invited for an afternoon of water fun!

Hot Dogs and Icy treats included.

**Younger children are invited to join accompanied by a parent or adult

Registration for all events
available at 

LIVINGWORDUMC.ORG

Summer Fun!

LW Kids
SUMMER 

FUN!

Registration for all events 
at livingwordumc.org


