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HULDAH .... MA TERIALS  
-medium wicker basket to hold:  

-wooden Josiah figure  
-wooden Huldah figure  
-wooden Hilkiah figure  
-wooden Shapan figure  
-wooden Achbor figure  
-wooden Ahikiam figure  
-wooden Asaiah figure  
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HULDAH ... 2 CHRONICLES 34:1-28, 2 KINGS 22 1-20  

ACTIONS  

 

'VORDS  

 

After speaking, stand and get the story  

basket from the shelf and return to the  

circle.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence as you  

Reverently touch one or more of the  

wooden figures to center yourself and  

the children.  

Hold out your right hand as you speak of  

good kings and your left hand as you  

speak of bad kings.  

Place Josiah to one side of the  

storytell ing area  

Move Josiah to the middle of the story  

telling area.  

Place Shaphan and Hilkiah to one side.  

Touch the Hilkiah figure as you speak  

Move Hilkiah and Shaphan next to  

Josiah.  

Add Achbor and Asaiah and Ahikam to  

the group.  
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Watch carefully where I go to get this  

story so you will know where to find it if  

you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you please make silence with  

me so I can find all the words to this  

story?  

The people of God had many kings who  

ruled them. Some of the kings were  

very good. Other kings were not very  

good. Some of them were very bad  

kings.  

One of the really good kings was a man  

named Josiah. Josiah had become king  

when he was only eight years old.  

When Josiah was twenty-six years old he  

decided that the temple needed to be  

cleaned up and fixed up. The people  

hadn't been worshipping God in the  

temple and it had become a mess.  

Josiah sent Shaphan the scribe and  

Hilkiah the priest to the temple to get the  

project started.  

While they were there, Hilkiah found a  

scroll. .. Iike a book. It said "The Book of  

God's Law."  

He took the book back to Josiah who  

read it.  

When Josiah finished the book he  

became very upset. He called his court  

leaders, Hilkiah, Shaphan, Ahikam,  

Achbor and his servant Asaiah.  



Touch Josiah as you speak  

Move the five men to the other side of  
the story telling area.  

Place Huldah in front of the five men.  

Rest your hand on Huldah as you begin  
to speak. Use a soft intense voice to  
speak these sad words.  

Touch Josiah as you mention him  

Touch Huldah briefly and them move  
the men back near Josiah.  

Rest your hand lightly on Josiah as you  
speak.  

Lay the Josiah figure down.  

Move the other figures as far away from  
the area as you can reach.  
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Josiah said, "The Lord must be furious  
with me and everyone else in our land.  

Our ancestors did not obey the laws in  

this book. Go find out what God wants  

us to do."  

The five men left Josiah. They went to  

Huldah's house.  

Huldah was a prophet, one who spoke  

God's words to God's people. Huldah's  

husband helped take care of the king's  

clothes.  

When the men got to Huldah's house she  
said to them, "You were sent here by  
King Josiah. This is what the Lord, the  
God of Israel says to him. 'Josiah, I am  
the Lord! And I will destroy this country  
and everyone in it. The people have  
stopped worshipping me. The worship  
statues and idols and I can't stand it any  
longer. I am furious!'  

Tell Josiah, 'God knows you were sad  
when you read the book that told you the  
people would be destroyed. God heard  
your cry. So God will let you die in  
peace, before God destroy this place.'"  

The men heard what Huldah told them  
God had said. Then they went back to  

Josiah and told him Huldah's words.  

Josiah tried to help the people change  
the way they lived. But it didn't work  

for very long.  

Finally, Josiah was killed in a war.  

Later, the people of God saw their city  

destroyed and they were taken away  

from their homes and made to live as  

slaves in a far away land .:  



\VONDERING QUESTIONS  

I wonder what the scroll looked like?  

I wonder how Huldah knew that Josiah  

had sent the men to her?  

I wonder what was on the scroll?  

 

Place all the wooden figures in the  
basket one at a time.  

After speaking, stand and carry the  
basket back to its shelf. Return to the  
circle and sit down.  

Dismiss the children when everyone has  
had a chance to choose his/her work.  

HULDAH ... TEACHER HELPS  

 

Watch carefully how I put these  
materials away so you will know how to  
use them if you choose to make this  
story your work today or another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story  
so you will know where to find it if you  
choose to make this story your work  
today or another day.  

I wonder what you will do for your work  
today? Let's begin.  

 

Perhaps we should begin with the question, "I wonder who Huldah was?" Or  

perhaps, "Why haven't I heard ofHuldah before?" We know very little about Huldah  

from the text in our story. She is only mentioned in a couple of verses in the Old  

Testament. We know that she was a prophet and that her husband took care of the king's  

wardrobe. We know she read and interpreted the text brought to her. And we know she  

talked about Josiah's death and the end of the city of Jerusalem. That's about all we  

actually read. But there is much we can ascertain about Huldah from this story.  

First, she must have been well known to both Josiah and his close advisors. There  

were no questions from any of the men about the value of asking Huldah' s advice. It's  

possible that she was a teacher either for the community, or perhaps an early advisor of  

Josiah, who took the throne when he was only eight years old.  

Second, Huldah is spoken of as having the gift of prophecy. We often think of  

prophets as people who predict the future. More often, they see what is happening in the  

world and know what the consequences will be. Prophets understand that God is  

profoundly interested in right living, or righteousness. Often we question how Huldah  

could have known what was in the scroll that was given her. Most likely Huldah  
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remembered a time when the law was read regularly to God's people. As a child she  

probably memorized the words that reminded them to worship only Yahweh and to never  

bow to idols. She probably heard regularly that they were to treat each other fairly. So  

when she saw the men approach with the scroll it was not a new thing to her, but perhaps  

an old friend. Remember that there would not have been a lot of scrolls made. Writing  

materials were hard to come by and writing itself was difficult. We believe the scroll that  

was found in the temple was probably part of the book of Deuteronomy. (The Women's 

 Bible Commentary, Carol A Newsom and Sharon H. Ringe, editors, p. 109)  

Third, there is no special notice taken by the scripture writers that Huldah was a  

woman. That leads us to understand that this is one profession, or calling, that was  

available to both men and women. It also dismisses the thinking that women in general  

were uneducated and served only as homemakers, mothers and wives.  

A very interesting difference should be noted between Huldah and other prophets.  

Other prophets spoke only from the experiences they lived. They saw current events,  

they knew the boundaries God had placed around the people of God, and they spoke  

God's word from that perspective. Huldah is the only prophet who spoke from a written  

document. She not only interpreted the document, she authenticated it. (Newsom and  

Ringe, p. 109).  

We have done much reading between the lines in this section of your storybook.  

Please note that I don't do so when telling the story for the children. As you respond to  

wondering questions or in discussion with older children some of these issues may  

surface.  

In the first wondering question we wonder what the scroll looked like. Scrolls  

were made from either tanned animal skins, leather, or papyrus, a very rough paper. They  

were either individual smaller sections, rolled up for storage, or made larger by sewing  

together the smaller sections. Either way, they didn't look much like the paper we have  

today. The question is posed because we tend to lead children to concrete thinking. Let  

them imagine how the scroll might have looked. This is a very safe question for most  

children and that's why we ask it first. It allows them an easy entry in the wondering  

process.  

The second question asks how Huldah knew that Josiah had sent the men to her.  

Many children will immediately respond that God told her. Older children may think a bit  

more and say that since they were all people who were close to Josiah, probably living in  

the palace or close by, that he is the only one who could have sent them. Again we don't  

have an answer. We do know from the text that Huldah was very clear in her answer to  

the men who came to her home.  

The third questions wonders what was on the scroll. Questions like this are always  

fun. Each child has formed some kind of opinion about the contents of the mysterious  

scroll. Some will think it's the Ten Best Ways to Live (The Ten Commandments). Others  
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may say that it was rules about taking care of the temple. Encourage lots of responses and  

sit back and enjoy the conversation!  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN  

Josiah was made king when he was eight years old. Most likely adults helped him for the  

first years of his reign. Think of the adults in your life. Who would you pick to help you  

with such a difficult task and why?  

Most of us have never heard ofHuldah until this story. Why do you think her story isn't  

told more often? Think of someone you know who does important work and yet is  

unknown. What is his/her story? How might they be like Huldah?  

God became angry with God's people because they worshipped other gods and idols that  

they had made. What do we do that makes God angry? How do you feel about an angry  

God?  
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