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ELIJAH ... MA TERIALS  

-mediurn wicker basket to hold  

-wooden Elijah figure  

-wooden Ahab figure  

-three wooden onlooker figures  

-two wooden prophets of Baal  

-two wooden altars  

-wooden servant figure  
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ELIJAH ... 1 Kings 18  
 

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the story  

basket from the shelf and return to the  

circle.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence as you  

reverently touch one or more of the  

wooden figures to center yourself and  

the children  

Use no figures as you introduce the  

prophets.  

Place the Elijah figure in the center of  

the story telling area.  

Place King Ahab next to Elijah.  

Touch Elijah as you speak.  

Move Elijah as far away from Ahab as  

you can reach.  

Move Elijah about halfway to Ahab.  

Move Ahab to meet Elijah.  

Touch Elijah as you speak these words  

with quietly but forcefully.  
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'VORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this  

story so you will know where to find it if  

you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you please make silence with  

me so I can find all the words to this  

story?  

Chi Idren of God, prophets are people  

that God sends to say God's words to the  

people of God. Our story today is about  

one prophet, named Elijah.  

We have no story of how Elijah first  

heard God tell hi m to be a prophet.  

Elijah was a prophet from the town of  

Tishbe. He spoke to King Ahab who  

was one of the worst kings the people of  

God ever had.  

Elijah told Ahab that God would not let  

it rain until Elijah said it would.  

For almost three years it didn't rain.  

During that time Elijah hid from King  

Ahab.  

Then God told Elijah to go back to meet  

with Ahab and God would cause it to  

rain.  

Ahab's servant told him where to find  

Elijah. When Ahab met Elijah he said to  

hi m, "You are the biggest trouble maker  

in Israel!"  

But Elijah told him, "No, you and your  

family are the trouble makers because  

you are worshipping the god, Baal and  

not the true God, Yahweh."  



Touch Elijah and move him to your left  

slightly.  

Place Ahab, two priest of Baal and three  

onlookers next to Elijah.  

Touch Elijah as you speak.  

Hold up two fingers. Then indicate first  

one side with one hand and a second side  

with the other.  

Indicate all the people with your hand.  

Move the prophets of Baal to the center.  

Place an altar in front of them.  

Move the Elijah figure closer to Baal's  

prophets. Speak in a mocking tone.  

Rest your hand on Baal's prophets as  

you speak.  
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"Now", said Elijah, "call together  

everyone from the land and have them  

meet me at Mt. Carmel. Be sure to bring  

the 450 prophets who worship Baal."  

Soon all the people met Elijah on Mt.  

Carmel. Elijah said to them, "How long  

do you think you can worship both  

Yahweh and Baal? If Yahweh is really  

God then Yahweh is whom you should  

worship. If Baal is really god then that  

is what you should worship."  

No one said anything. So Elijah said,  

"Today we will decide who is really  

God. I am the only prophet for Yahweh,  

but Baal has 450 prophets. "  

"Bring us two animals to sacrifice. We  

will build two altars, one to Baal and one  

to Yahweh. We will put the wood and  

the animals on the altar, but we will not  

start a fire. Then we will pray to the two  

gods. Which ever god starts the fire is  

the true god."  

Everyone thought this was a good idea.  

Elijah told the prophets of Baal to go  

first since there were so many of them.  

So they built an altar and killed an  

animal and put it on the wood. Then  

they started to pray to Baal. They prayed  

all morning.  

Nothing happened. About noon Elijah  

said to them, "Maybe you need to pray  

louder. Perhaps Baal is daydreaming or  

going to the bathroom or traveling  

somewhere. Or maybe your god is  

asleep and you must wake him up."  

So the prophets shouted louder. They  

even cut themselves with knives, hoping  

their god would notice them. All  

 
----~~---------------. -.---.----~----~------.--~--------------~-----.~-  



--- ----_._ ... _-_._--_.-  

Place Elijah and the second altar a short  

distance from the first altar.  

With your finger, trace a ditch around  

the altar. Pantomime pouring water on  

the altar three times.  

Rest your hand on Elijah as you pray.  

Touch the altar, the floor and the ditch.  

Touch each of the onlookers as you  

speak.  

Move Elijah and Ahab a short distance  

away. Then move Elijah farther away.  

Place the servant next to Elijah.  

Turn the servant to look away.  

Touch first Elijah and then the servant.  

Hold up your fist.  
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afternoon they tried, but there was no  

answer from Baal.  

Finally Elijah gathered the people  

around him and built an altar. He put  

twelve stones for the twelve tribes of  

Israel. Then he put the wood and the  

animal they had killed.  

Elijah dug a big ditch all around the  

altar. Then he told the people to pour  

four jars of water over the altar. They  

did that three times. Even the ditch was  

full of water.  

Then Elijah prayed to Yahweh. "Oh  

Yahweh, you are our God and the God  

of our ancestors. I've done as you told  

me. Please answer me so the people will  

know that you are their God and will  

start to live like you want them to live."  

Right away Yahweh sent fire. It burned  

up the animal, the wood and the stones.  

It even burned the ground around the  

altar and dried up all the water in the  

ditch.  

When the crowd saw what happened  

they started to shout, "Yahweh is God,  

Yahweh is God."  

Then Elijah told Ahab a heavy rain was  

coming. Ahab left, but Elijah went back  

to the top of Mt. Carmel.  

He said to his servant, "Look toward the  

sea. "  

His servant looked but saw nothing.  

Elijah told him to look seven more  

times. Then the servant said, "I see a  

little cloud, but it's only about the size of  

my fist."  



Lean forward as speak quietly.  

Move the Elijah figure quickly as far  
away as you can reach.  

Move King Ahab after Elijah.  

Touch Elijah briefly as you speak.  

Place all the wooden figures in the  
basket, one at a time.  

After speaking, stand and carry the  
basket back to its shelf. Return to the  
circle and sit down.  

Dismiss the children when everyone has  
had a chance to choose his/her work.  
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A few minutes later, it got very windy  

and the clouds grew. Then the rain  

started to pour.  

So Elijah wrapped his cloak around  
himself and God gave him the strength  
to run all the way to Jezreel. .. a long way  
away.  

King Ahab followed him.  

There is more to the Elijah story, but this  
is another story for another time.  

\VONDERING QUESTIONS  

I wonder how Elijah first knew God was  
talking to him?  

I wonder why the people believed Baal,  

a figure of a calf, was a god?  

I wonder how the fire came and burned  

up the altar and the water?  

Watch carefully how I put these  
materials away so you will know how to  
use them if you choose to make this  
story your work today or another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story  
so you will know where to find it if you  
choose to make this story your work  
today or another day.  

I wonder what you will do for your work  
today? Let's begin.  



ELIJAH ... TEACHER HELPS  

As we learn the stories of the calls and lives of several Old Testament prophets it  

is important that we have an understanding of what a prophet is and what a prophet is not.  

We will never speak of a prophet as someone with a crystal ball who could look into the  

future. Prophets were not foretellers as much as they were "forth tellers". They spoke  

forth the words of God to nations who had chosen to ignore God's will for their lives.  

The prophets reminded people that if they continued to live apart from God's call and  

God's will, certain consequences were sure. So each of our prophets will be seen as those  

who stayed very close to God and sought God's guidance and God's will for their lives.  

The prophets' speeches warning people of disaster are responses to what they have seen  

as the people of God made bad choices in how they treated God and how they treated  

other people.  

Elijah's name means "Yahweh is God". And Elijah's entire prophetic life can be  

summed up in that name. Each story from the Elijah cycle talks about his continuing  

message that all of his power and the power of the kings of the land comes from Yahweh.  

Elijah spends his days reminding the people of God just who they are to be worshipping  

and why. Elijah's stories are almost all miracle stories. By that I mean that God is  

always doing something miraculous through Elijah. Each time a miracle happens it is to  

help the people know that Yahweh is God and there is no other God like this.  

Another Good Shepherd story, Elijah and the Widow, (Summer, Year 2) tells of a  

widow and her child saved from famine by Elijah's intervention and God's power. The  

child died and Elijah, through Yahweh brought him back to life. Even in this story we  

have the miracle first of the fire from heaven, then the miracle of Elijah running at a  

superhuman speed.  

It was very important to the writers of the books of Kings to help the people  

remember two things. One of those teachings was purity of worship. Other gods had no  

place in the life of Israel. Later, the setting of Jerusalem and the temple there also  

become important for the writers of this text. The second teaching that was important to  

these authors was the role of the prophets. (Interpreter's One Volume Commentary to the  

Bible, p.182) The prophets were to help the people see that their lifestyles were coming  

between them and God. If they continued in this vein the consequences would not be  

good.  

Elijah appeared as a thorn in the side of Ahab. The authors let us know there was  

no love lost between the two men in the greeting of Ahab to Elijah, "Troublemaker!"  

Elijah must have been a powerful speaker to get the entire audience to agree to this show  

down between Baal and Yahweh. Elijah's mockery of Baal is light moment in an  

otherwise heavy text. I've included the comments about Baal's absence both because it's  

part of the story and because I think they children will enjoy them.  

Elijah has a special place in Biblical studies. There are references to Elijah in the  

New Testament that remind us how important he was in Jewish thought and teaching. In  
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Mark 9:4 Elijah is present at the transfiguration of Jesus, along with Moses. The  

disciples ask if they can build three booths there, one for Moses, one for Elijah and one  

for Jesus. The grouping of these three men indicates how important their teachings and  

reputations were in the life of Israel.  

Our first wondering question deals with the fact that there is no call story for this  

great Old Testament prophet. We have no idea how Elijah became a prophet. He simply  

appeared on the scene with Ahab in 1 Kings 17. In allowing the children to wonder how  

he came to be called by God, we may leave the door open for them to understand two  

things. One, that they or others may be called by God and two, it is not the call but what  

we do with the call that is so important.  

In the second wondering questions we try to figure out why people believed a  

wooden or golden calf could be considered a god. This will be fertile, if probably untilled  

ground for our children. Most of the children of God we talk with are concrete thinkers.  

The whole concept of praying to a God they can't see may be more foreign to them than  

praying to a god they can see. Don't be surprised if you need extra silence to get to this  

question.  

Our final question wonders how the tire came from heaven. Here children will  

feel on safe ground. The unexplainable is not as hard for them as for us. Some may see  

God literally throwing fire at the altar, while others may talk about lightning. Either way,  

they will no doubt end up where Elijah always ended up ... God did it.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN  

In today's story the people had come to believe that Baal was a god and capable of  

making a difference in their lives. How might they have come to think of Baal as a god?  

What might have happened in their lives to lead them to give power to the calf god?  

We don't worship wooden calves anymore, but there are other things in our lives that are  

often more important than God. They can become idols. What are some idols you see in  

other people lives? What idols do you see in your own life? Think about things you own,  

or people that you want to impress as you form your answers.  

In the Elijah stories God almost always does something miraculous to help the people  

understand the power of God. Do you think God does that today? Why or why not? How  

do we experience that?  
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