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JEREMIAH ..... MA TERIALS  

-small wicker basket to hold  

-wooden Jeremiah figure  

-three wooden people of God figures  

-wood burned branch  

-wood burned boiling pot  
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Three People of God  
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JEREl\UAH ... JEREMIAH 1:4-19, 7:1-718:1-11  
 

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the story  

basket from the shelf and return to the  

circle.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of si lence as you  

reverently touch one or more of the  

wooden figures to center yourself and  

the children.  

Use no figures as you introduce the  
prophets.  

Place the Jeremiah figure in the center of  

the story telling area.  

Rest your hand on the Jeremiah figure.  

Shake your head as you speak the first  

sentence. Emphasize the word "any'.  

Place both hands on either side of the  

Jeremiah figure.  

Touch your own lips briefly.  

Touch the "face" of the prophet.  

-- -~ --- ----  

 

3  

 

WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this  

story so you will know where to find it if  

you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you please make silence with  

me so I can find all the words to this  

story?  

Children of God, prophets are people  

that God sends to say God's words to the  

people of God. Our story today is about  

one prophet, named Jeremiah.  

When Jeremiah was a very young man,  

God came to him and said, "Jeremiah, I  
am the one who made you. Even before  

you were born, I chose you to speak my  

words to the people of this land."  

Jeremiah said, "God, I'm not a good  
speaker and I'm too young to do this  
work."  

"Don't say you are too young" God said.  

"If I tell you to go and speak to  

someone, then go to them. And when I  

give you words to say, say them all.  

Don't leave ANY of them out.  

1 promise to be with you, Jeremiah and  
keep you safe."  

Then God reached out a hand and  

touched Jeremiah's mouth.  

God told Jeremiah, "I am giving you the  

right words to say. I'm giving you the  

strength to speak to the people for me."  

------_._-----------------.- -----  



Place one of the people of God in the  

storytelling area.  

Touch Jeremiah as you speak.  

Hold both hands out, palms up, on either  
side of Jeremiah.  

Place the wood burned "branch" next to  
Jeremiah.  

Nod your head as you speak.  

Touch Jeremiah as you speak.  

Place the wood burned "pot" next to  

Jeremiah.  

Put your hand in front of Jeremiah and  
move it toward him, as though the army  
is moving toward the people.  

Place the second of the "people of God"  
next to the first.  

Rest your hand on Jeremiah and speak in  
a strong voice.  

Move Jeremiah next to the other figures.  

Place the third of the "people of God'  

next to Jeremiah.  
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Then God said, "You will have to tell  

them hard things about places being  

destroyed and people being hurt."  

Next, God gave Jeremiah a vision, a  

dream while he was awake.  

God asked Jeremiah, "What do you  

see?"  

Jeremiah answered, "I see a branch from  

an almond tree, but the almonds got ripe  

very early."  

God said, "That's right. Now you know  
that I will always come early to you to  
keep a promise."  

Then God showed Jeremiah something  

else. "Now what do you see?" asked  

God?  

Jeremiah said, "I see a pot of boiling  
water in the north and it's going to pour  
out on us."  

God said, "That means I will pour out  

terrible things on this land. From the  

north will come a strong king who will  

destroy all the cities and people."  

God said, "I will punish the people  

because they didn't worship me. They  

worshipped other gods."  

Then God told Jeremiah, "Get ready and  
be strong. Don't be afraid. You have  
hard words to say, but I will always be  
with you."  

So Jeremiah did what God asked.  

Most of the people didn't believe him.  

Some of them tried to hurt him.  



Turn Jeremiah to face the three figures.  

Speak very sadly about the false  

worship.  

Touch first one and then a second of the  
people of God.  

Touch first Jeremiah and then each of  
the other figures.  

Shake your head as you speak.  

Move Jeremiah slightly away from the  
other figures.  

Turn Jeremiah to face the opposite  
direction.  

Move Jeremiah away from the three  
figures.  

Place the clay bowl next to Jeremiah.  

Shape the clay with your fingers.  

Turn Jeremiah back to the people.  

Shake your head as you speak.  
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But Jeremiah said told them that they  

were not living the way God wanted  

them to live .:  

When they worshipped God, they only  

pretended to worship.  

And they treat other people very  

unkindly and unfairly.  

God told Jeremiah to tell the people,  
"What I like best is for my people to  
show kindness and to be fair and to care  
a lot for everyone on earth."  

But the people didn't listen.  

Jeremiah told them if they didn't listen  

and change how they lived God would  

punish them by taking away their land  

and letting other people make them  

slaves.  

Still the people didn't listen. So  
Jeremiah tried teaching them a different  
way.  

Once God told Jeremiah to go to a  

potter's shop, where God would give  

Jeremiah the words to say.  

In the potter's shop, Jeremiah sawall the  
clay pots the potter was making.  

If a pot didn't turn out right, the potter  

would change it into something else.  

God told Jeremiah to tell the people,  

"God is the potter over us. If there is a  

nation acting in a bad way that changes  

to act in a good way, I will change my  

mind and not destroy it.  

But if there is a good nation that begins  
to be bad, I will change my mind and not  
help them at all."  



Move Jeremiah to face each of the three  

figures.  

Move each of the "people of God as far  

away as you can reach.  

Move Jeremiah to follow the three  

figures.  

Rest your hand on Jeremiah as you  

speak.  

Move Jeremiah alone to the center of the  

storytelling area.  

Place all the wooden figures in the  

basket, one at a time.  

After speaking, stand and carry the  

basket back to its shelf. Return to the  

circle and sit down.  

Dismiss the children when everyone has  

had a chance to choose his/her work.  
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For his whole life, Jeremiah tried to help  

the people know how to live by telling  

them the words God gave him to say.  

But the people didn't listen to Jeremiah  
and they finally were taken away into a  

strange land by a very strong army.  

Even when they were in that land,  

Jeremiah kept telling them what God  

wanted them to do.  

He was a very strong man who loved his  

country. It made him sad to see what  

happened to his land.  

But he loved God even more, and he  

said God's words his whole life.  

\VONERDING QUESTIONS  

I wonder why God picked someone so  

young to be a prophet?  

I wonder how Jeremiah felt when the  

people never listened to him?  

I wonder why Jeremiah kept telling the  

people God's words even after they had  

been taken away from their homes?  

Watch carefully how I put these  

materials away so you will know how to  

use them if you choose to make this  

story your work today or another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make this story your work  

today or another day.  

I wonder what you will do for your work  

today? Let's begin.  



  
JEREMIAH ... TEACHER HELPS  

As we learn the stories of the calls and lives of several Old Testament prophets it  

is important that we have an understanding of what a prophet is and what a prophet is not.  

We will never speak of a prophet as someone with a crystal ball who could look into the  

future. Prophets were not foretellers as much as they were "forth tellers". They spoke  

forth the words of God to nations who had chosen to ignore God's will for their lives.  

The prophets reminded people that if they continued to live apart from God's call and  

God's will, certain consequences were sure. So each of our prophets will be seen as those  

who stayed very close to God and sought God's guidance and God's will for their lives.  

The prophets' speeches warning people of disaster are responses to what they have seen  

as the people of God made bad choices in how they treated God and how they treated  

other people.  

Jeremiah was a priest. We know very little about his life before he heard God's  

call to become a prophet. We only know that he and his family were from the territory of  

the Benjamin tribe, Anathoth. Scholars believe that Jeremiah may have been as young as  

fifteen when he began prophesying. (Interpreter's One-Volume Commentary on the  

Bible, p. 372) He lived and worked during the reign ofJosiah, about 621 BCE and  

following. We believe Jeremiah died sometime after 586 BCE, since that is the date when  

the Hebrew people were finally taken captive into the land of Babylon. We have  

accounts of Jeremiah going to the people in Babylon, but he was allowed to live in the  

destroyed area around Jerusalem. He was later taken, against his will no doubt, to the  

land of Egypt. It is believed that he died there, but we do not have an official record of  

his death.  

For most of his life, Jeremiah was probably treated like Chicken Little from the  

children's story, whO ran around telling everyone that the sky was falling. When  

Jeremiah came on the scene, the faithful King Josiah had found the scrolls containing the  

law in the temple and had instituted a reform. In other words, the people of God were  

again being given faithful leadership to worship God and treat people justly. However, it  

is very hard to legislate religion and/or morality. So even though the people were going  

through the motions of worshipping Yahweh, they were doing so without meaning and  

without heart. At the same time they worshipped Yahweh, they worshipped other foreign  

gods as well. The economy was fairly sound and King Josiah seemed to have  

temporarily at least turned things around. Jeremiah's warnings seemed grossly  

inappropriate in the face of the enthusiasm for Josiah's renewing of the covenant. Yet,  

Jeremiah realized that the reform only gave a patina of change to the people and their  

relationships with God and with each other. Still there were a lot of prophets in Judah  

during Jeremiah's lifetime and they were prophesying good things. It's easy to see why  

Jeremiah wasn't popular.  

In 609 the Egyptian Pharoah Neco moved his army through Judah, where King  

Josiah tried to stop him. Josiah was killed and within three months or so, Judah was a  

vassal of Egypt, with a heavy tax imposed. The Babylonians were the next enemies for  

Judah to face and from about 590BCE to the final destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BCE  

there was a terrible spiral downward. During these years, Jeremiah's words seemed to  

carry some weight with the Hebrew people, yet he was not popular.  
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Jeremiah's whole premise was that God was using Babylon, and her terrible ruler,  

King Nebuchadrezzar, to punish Jerusalem and the people of Judah for their lack of  

faithfulness and her lack of practicing justice and righteousness. For Jeremiah, Babylon  

was a tool of Yahweh. Jeremiah spoke about a God who would only be pushed so far  

before, both sadly and angrily, that God would have to respond with terrible loss and  

punishment.  

To put this story in the best context, I would encourage you to tell it after the story  

"Huldah" (Women in the Bible Unit) and just before "The People of God in Exile".  

(Autumn, Year One). It can, of course, be used in this unit of "Prophets, Speakers of  

God's Words".  

Our first wondering question asks why God picked someone so young to be a  

prophet. The story of Jeremiah is an important one for young people to hear as they begin  

to understand their own calls into the ministry of either the laity or representative  

ministry as a pastor or other professional church worker. So this question is designed to  

help them understand that God can and does speak through young people as well as older  

people. Some of the older children may respond that young people can be more open to  

new ideas than older people, in some cases.  

The second wondering question asks how Jeremiah felt when the people didn't  

listen to him. Children respond easily to this question, because many times they feel like  

people don't listen to them, or take them seriously. So realize that the responses you hear  

will probably give you a glimpse into the child's understanding of how he or she is heard  

or not heard by adults around them.  

The final wondering question asks why Jeremiah would keep telling the people  

what God said, even after they had been taken captives in Babylon. Children may  

respond that since God never leaves people, Jeremiah had to keep reminding them that  

God was there with them. Others may say that the people were Jeremiah's friends and  

family and that he wanted to stay with them and help them know that God loved them.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN  

When God called him, Jeremiah's first response was that he couldn't speak well and that  

he was too young. Do you think you are old enough to speak to others about how God  

wants us to live? Why or why not? Why do you think it's hard for older people to listen  

to what younger people have to say?  

God promised Jeremiah that he would always be safe if he just did as God asked. And  

Jeremiah was not killed by the people he lived with, or even the Babylonian king who  

took over the land. But the whole time people were angry with him. How would it feel  

to know you were safe and yet have everyone upset with what you were saying? How  

long would you continue to say things that made people angry?  

 


