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ELISHA ... MA TERIALS  

-medium basket to hold  

-wooden Elijah figure  

-wooden Elisha figure  

-five wooden prophet figures  

-two wooden people of Jericho figures  

-blue felt river  
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ELISHA ... 1 Kings 19:19-21,2 Kings 2:1-22  

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the story  

basket from the shelf and return to the  

circle.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence as you  

reverently touch one or more of the  

wooden figures to center yourself and  

the children  

Use no figures as you introduce the  

prophets.  

Place the Elijah and Elisha figures in the  

center of the storytell i ng area.  

Touch the Elisha figure as you speak.  

Move Elijah and Elisha a short distance.  

Touch the Elijah figure as you speak.  

Shake your head as you touch the Elisha  

figure. Move both figures one direction.  

Place two prophets next to Elisha.  

Nod and touch the Elisha figure as you  

speak sadly.  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this  

story so you will know where to find it if  

you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you please make silence with  

me so I can find all the words to this  

story?  

Children of God, prophets are people  

that God sends to say God's words to the  

people of God. Our story today is about  

one prophet, named Elisha.  

Last week we heard about the prophet  

Elijah. One day he was walking and he  

found Elisha plowing a field. Elijah  

walked over to Elisha and put his coat on  

Elisha.  

Elisha said, "Let me go and kiss my  

parents goodbye and then I'll go with  

you."  

After Elisha said goodbye, he went with  

Elijah and became his assistant. They  

worked together for some time.  

Then one day Elijah said to Elisha, "The  

Lord wants me to go to Bethel, but you  

should stay here."  

Elisha said, "No, as Yahweh is my God  

and you my friend. I will stay with you  

no matter what." So they went to Bethel.  

On the way a group of prophets who  

lived there asked Elisha, "Do you know  

that today the Lord is going to take away  

Elijah?"  

Elisha said, "Yes, I know. Don't remind  

me of it."  

... _---. -- .. -- --_.-._- .. -------- ---' -----------  



 

Touch the Elijah figure.  

Shake your head as you touch the Elisha  

figure. Move both figures another  

direction.  

Place two prophets next to Elisha.  

Nod and touch the Elisha figure as you  

speak sadly.  

Touch the Elijah figure as you speak.  

Shake your head as you touch the Elisha  

figure. Move both figures another  

direction.  

Move all five prophets slightly behind  

Elijah and Elisha. Place the felt strips in  

front of the two men.  

Pantomime rolling the coat and hitting  

the water.  

Pull the two felt strips slightly apart to  

make a path. Move them through it. Be  

sure to close the water afterwards.  

Turn Elijah to face Elisha.  
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Then Elijah told Elisha, "Now the Lord  

wants me to go to Jericho, but you need  

to stay here."  

"No", said Elisha, "as Yahweh is my  

God and you are my friend I will stay  

with you no matter what." So they both  

went to Jericho.  

A group of prophets who lived there said  

to Elisha, "Do you know that today the  

Lord is going to take away your master,  

Elijah?"  

"Yes," said Elisha, "I know. Don't  

remind me of it."  

Elijah said to Elisha, "Now the Lord  

wants me to go to the Jordan River, but  

you need to stay here."  

"No", said Elisha, "as Yahweh is my  

God and you are my friend I will stay  

with you no matter what." So they  

walked together.  

Fifty prophets followed Elijah and  

Elisha when they left Jericho. They  

stood back as the two men came to the  

Jordan River.  

When they got to the river, Elijah took  

off his coat and rolled it up. Then he hit  

the water with it.  

Right away a path opened up in the  

water and the two men walked across on  

dry ground.  

When they reached the other side Elijah  

said to Elisha, "Soon the Lord will take  

me away. What can I do for you before  

that happens?"  



Touch Elisha as you speak. Be sure he is  

facing Elijah.  

Rest your hand first on Elijah and then  

on Elisha. Stress the word "only".  

Place your hand between the two men.  

Lift the Elijah figure high and then place  

him in the basket.  

Move Elisha toward the empty spot left  

by Elijah.  

Move Elisha back toward the river.  

Pantomime hitting the water again.  

Again, pull the water apart. Move Elisha  

through it.  

Touch one or more of the other prophets.  

Move the prophets near Elisha.  

Shake your head as you speak.  

Move the men in different directions and  

then back to the center.  
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Elisha said, "Please give me twice as  

much of your power as anyone else will  

have so I can be the leader who takes  

your place."  

Elijah told him, "That won't be easy. It  

can only happen if you see me when I  

am being taken away."  

The two men were walking along as they  

talked. Suddenly a chariot made of fire  

appeared between them.  

Suddenly a strong wind took Elijah up  

into heaven. Elisha saw what happened.  

He shouted "Israel's army has taken  

away my master."  

Then Elisha tore his clothes because he  

was so sad to lose his friend.  

Elijah's coat had fallen off when he was  

taken into heaven. Elisha picked it up  

and walked back to the river.  

He hit the water with it, just like Elijah  

had done, wondering if it would work  

for him, too.  

Suddenly the water parted and there was  

a dry path.  

The prophets from Jericho who had been  

watching saw this and said, "Elisha has  

Elijah's powers."  

They came up to Elisha and said, "There  

are fifty men here. Let them go look for  

your master. Maybe God's spirit carried  

Elijah off to some mountain or valley."  

Elisha replied, "They won't find him."  

The men looked for three days, but they  

never found him.  



Rest your hand on Elisha as you speak.  

Place the two people from the city near  
Elisha.  

Cup your hands together as though  
holding a bowl.  

Hold our both hands, palms up.  

Touch Elisha as you speak.  

Place all the wooden figures in the  
basket, one at a time.  

After speaking, stand and carry the  
basket back to its shelf. Return to the  
circle and sit down.  

 - -------- -----  

Elisha said, "I told you that you  

wouldn't find him."  

One day people from Jericho said to  
Elisha, "You can see that our city is in a  
good place. But the water from the creek  
is so bad it won't even let our crops  
grow.  

Elisha told them, "Get a new bowl and  

put some salt in it and bring it to me.  

They did what he asked. Then Elisha  

took the bowl of salt to the water and  

threw the salt into the water.  

"The Lord has made this water good  
again," said Elisha. "From now on your  
crops will grow so everyone can eat."  
Since that time the water has been fine.  

There are many more stories of Elisha,  

but they are for another time.  

\VONDERING QUESTIONS  

I wonder how Elisha knew Elijah was  

going to be taken away by God?  

I wonder why Elijah wanted Elisha to  

stay behind?  

I wonder how Elisha felt when God gave  
him Elijah's power?  

Watch carefully how I put these  
materials away so you will know how to  
use them if you choose to make this  
story your work today or another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story  
so you will know where to find it if you  
choose to make this story your work  
today or another day.  

 
Dismiss the children when everyone has  
had a chance to choose his/her work.  
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I wonder what you will do for your work  
today? Let's begin.  



ELISHA .... TEACHER HELPS  

As we learn the stories of the calls and lives of several Old Testament prophets it  

is important that we have an understanding of what a prophet is and what a prophet is not.  

We will never speak of a prophet as someone with a crystal ball who could look into the  

future. Prophets were not foretellers as much as they were "forth tellers". They spoke  

forth the words of God to nations who had chosen to ignore God's will for their lives.  

The prophets reminded people that if they continued to live apart from God's call and  

God's will, certain consequences were sure. So each of our prophets will be seen as those  

who stayed very close to God and sought God's guidance and God's will for their lives.  

The prophets' speeches warning people of disaster are responses to what they have seen  

as the people of God made bad choices in how they treated God and how they treated  

other people.  

At first glance this story seems as much or more a story about Elijah than it does .  

Elisha. But we learn a great deal about the prophet Elisha from this story. We learn that  

he was loyal and dependable. We learn that he cared deeply about Elijah and was willing  

to face whatever was going to happen. He didn't know that every thing would turn out  

all right. For all Elisha knew, he could have died with Elijah.  

The pre-knowledge about Elijah's departure, or death is interesting and  

troublesome. Just like we have another story where there is really no call from God  

recorded, neither is the source of this pre-knowledge recorded. It seems that Elijah  

wanted to face his final time alone, at least at first. (The New Bible Commentary:  

Revised, page.348). But Elisha refused to be put off and followed along faithfully.  

There are a couple of events in this story that have often been misinterpreted.  

First, no where in the story does it say that Elijah went to heaven in a fiery chariot. It says  

that the chariot came between them. Elijah was lifted up into the heavens by a  

whirlwind. Second, even though Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah's power, we  

are never told that he received that. The prophets who watched from a distance declared  

that he had Elijah's power, but nothing is said about double power.  

Apparently until this time Elisha could not perform miracles. His first miracle  

was done by God when the waters parted for him as they had for Elijah. The second  

miracle is his ability to make the water of Jericho pure through God's spirit.  

Both Elijah and Elisha speak a lot about God being the source of power. They are  

less interested in some of the political language that we get from later prophets like Isaiah  

and Jeremiah. But they are VERY interested in making sure it is God, Yahweh, who is  

worshipped and not the foreign idols of other lands.  

The stories of Elisha continue through the book of Second Kings. If you have  

time read some of them. Some are identical to Elijah, as he helped a widow and brought a  

woman's son back to life. Through his life Elisha fed hungry people, healed sick people,  

floated an ax head that fell into the water and tricked an attacking army into seeing what  
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wasn't there. Encourage the older children in your class to take the Bible from the  

worship shelf and read these stories.  

Our first wondering question asks how Elisha knew Elijah was going to be taken  

away? Since it seemed to be common knowledge in our story the children may think that  

Elijah knew and had told people. Some children may state that God told a lot of people  

because Elijah was so important.  

Our second question wonders why Elijah wanted Elisha to stay behind. Some of  

the children may think that Elijah just wanted to be alone with God. Still others may  

think he was afraid for Elisha and didn't want his friend to be put at risk.  

Our last question wonders how Elisha felt when he was given Elijah's power by  

God. I'm sure the children will think it would be neat to have that kind of power. But  

they are also probably wise enough to think it could be a little scary.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN  

Elijah told Elisha that God wanted him to go a few places. Each time he told Elisha to  

stay behind, but each time Elisha refused. Have you ever wanted to be somewhere alone  

and had someone follow you? How did you feel? Was it a good thing in the end or a bad  

thing?  

Elisha received the power of Elijah after Elijah died. Elisha had never had the power to  

do miracles before. How do you think he felt? If you had the power to do miracles what  

would be your first two miracles?  

Elijah seemed to know he was going to die. He didn't seem afraid. What do you think  

happens when we die? How do you feel about knowing that everyone, including yourself  

dies?  
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