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BIRTH OF SAMUEL. ... MATERIALS  

- small wicker basket to hold:  

- wooden figure of Hannah  
- wooden figure of Elkanah  
- wooden figure of Eli  
- wooden figure of boy Samuel  
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BIRTH OF SAMUEL .... I SAMUEL 1:1-28, 2:19-21  

ACTIONS  

 

WORDS  

 

After speaking, stand and get the story from  

its shelf. Return to the circle and sit down,  

placing the basket next to you.  

In silence, gently stroke one or more of the  

wooden figures as you center yourself and  

the children.  

Place the Hannah figure in the center of the  

storytelling area. Place the Elkanah figure  

beside her on the right.  

Touch the Hannah figure gently. Then  

move the Hannah figure slightly left, away  

from Elkanah.  

Move Hannah and Elkanah a short distance  

to the right. Place the Eli figure slightly  

away from them, further right.  

Move Hannah closer to the Eli figure. Then  
fold your hands in prayer.  

Turn the Eli figure to look at Hannah.  
Touch the Hannah figure gently.  

Touch the Eli figure. Then, move Eli  
slightly to the right, away from Hannah.  

Move Hannah to the right, closer to Eli.  

Nod your head as you speak.  
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Watch carefully where I go to get this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make this story your work today  

or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of me.  

If you make silence with me, I will find all  

the words to share this story of God's  

people with you.  

There was a faithful woman who was one of  

the people of God. Her name was Hannah.  

She was married to a man named Elkanah.  

Hannah was sad because she had no  

children. Sometimes other people were  

unkind to her because she had no children.  

One day when Elkanah and Hannah went to  

worship God at Shiloh she saw Eli, the  

priest, sitting by the temple.  

Then Hannah prayed a prayer to God. She  

promised Yahweh that if Yahweh  

remembered her and gave her a son she  

would give him back to God.  

As Hannah prayed, Eli watched her.  

Hannah's lips were moving, but she was  

saying the words in her heart.  

Eli saw her and made a mistake. He  

thought Hannah was drunk. He spoke to  

her angrily, "How long will you be drunk?"  

he asked.  

But Hannah explain to Eli that she was  

praying for a child.  



Touch Eli and speak very firmly. Then  
move Elkanah and Hannah back to the  

center area.  

Move the Hannah figure forward slightly.  

Make a cradle of your arms, as though  

holding a baby.  

Place the boy Samuel figure next to Hannah.  

Then, move Hannah, Elkanah and the boy  

Samuel right, to stand near Eli.  

Move the boy Samuel figure to the right of  

Eli and away from his parents.  

Move the Hannah and Elkanah figures back  

to center.  

Move the Hannah and Elkanah figures to  

stand near Samuel and Eli.  

Touch the Hannah figure briefly as you  

speak.  

Move the boy Samuel figure forward, in  

front of Eli, Hannah and Elkanah. Rest  

your hand gently on his head.  
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Eli heard her and made her a promise. He  
told her that God would give her what she  

asked for ... a son.  

Later that year it happened! Hannah had a  

son. She named him Samuel, because that  

name means "ask of God".  

Years later, when Samuel was a little boy,  

Hannah brought him back to the high priest  

at the temple.  

There Hannah praised God for giving her a  

son and told Eli, the priest, that Samuel  

would now serve him in the temple.  

Hannah and Elkanah went often to visit  

Samuel. Hannah brought him gifts. Each  

time the priest would bless her.  

Hannah had five more children.  

And Samuel. .. well, Samuel grew In the  

presence of Yahweh.  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder if Samuel wanted to go live in the  

temple?  

I wonder what kind of temple has beds and  

kitchens?  

I wonder if Hannah cried when she had to  

leave Samuel?  

I wonder if Samuel cried when his mom  

left?  



I wonder if Samuel knew the story of his  

birth?  

I wonder if Samuel felt special?  

 

Carefully place each of the wooden figures  

back into the basket, one at a time.  

After speaking, stand and carry the basket  

back to the shelf. Return to the circle and  

sit down.  

Be certain all the children have had a chance  

to choose their work before dismissing them  

as a group.  

BIRTH OF SAMUEL. ... TEACHER HELPS  

 

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to handle them  

if you make this story your work today or  

another day.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

I wonder what you will choose for your  

work today? Let's go around the circle and  

decide what each of us will do.  

 

This story is both delightful and frightening for children. They are thrilled with the  

miracle of birth to another woman who was not able to have children. But they may be  

concerned or confused about how a mother, who wanted a child so much, could leave that child  

to live and work in a "church". For that reason, I have used the phrase, "Hannah visited  

Samuel often," rather than, "once a year," as the text says. It was not an unusual event in the  

culture of 1100 BC for a child to come to work in the temple. What makes this story unusual  

is that he was dedicated to that work before he was born.  

In I Samuel 1: 11 there is a reference to the Nazirite vow Hannah promised. Young men  

often took the vows of the Nazirites for a short period of time. They would drink no alcohol,  

not cut their hair and avoid contact with the dead. One of the most famous of these men was  

Samson. We don't know that Samuel continued as a Nazirite his entire life.  

When we look at the story of the birth of Samuel, we must look at its place in the whole  

story of the monarchies of Israel. Samuel will be the one who anoints both Saul and David as  

kings. He is the last judge and the first prophet of Israel. As such, it is important that he be  

special and set apart, called by God from the womb. There can be no doubt then, that his  

actions would be those approved of by God.  

The wondering questions begin (and end) with Samuel's feelings. Children are constantly  

being taken places they would prefer not to go and told to do things they'd prefer not to do.  
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They also usually feel that they have no choice in those situations. The first question gives them  

a chance to deal with that.  

The second question talks about the concrete. Our children are not familiar with  

churches that have housing arrangements. It will be reassuring for the children to understand  

that there was a room for Samuel in this church.  

The third and fourth questions deal with the feelings of Samuel and Hannah at being  

separated. Many children will relate to these feelings, especially those who have gone off to  

camp for long periods or those who leave one parent to spend several weeks with the other  

parent during the summer.  

The fifth question offers the opportunity to end the wondering questions on a positive  

note. It encourages the children to consider the good feelings Samuel may have had about being  

set apart by God and being picked especially for this job.  

We do not pretend to make this an easy lesson for children. But, in addition to an  

understanding of the story, we do hope to give them a vehicle to deal with the difficult feelings  

of separation, fear and anger. It may be important for you to assure the children that it is no  

longer customary for parents to give their children up at such an early age. Now, we baptize  

a child to welcome him/her into God's family and the child is raised within the community of  

faith by attending worship, Christian education classes and participating in church activities.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

When the priest found Hannah he thought she was drunk. When Hannah explained that she was  

praying for a child, the priest prayed, too. Hannah soon became pregnant. Do you think God  

listens more to one person's prayers (like a minister) than another person's prayers?  

Hannah promised to give her child to God to serve in the temple. Imagine you are Samuel.  

How would you feel about "living out" your parents' promise?  

Today, how do you feel about "living out" what your parents expect of you?  
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