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DAVID AND GOLIATH .... MATERIALS  

- medium wicker basket to hold:  

- 3 wooden Israelite soldier figures  
- wooden King Saul figure  
- 3 wooden Philistine soldier figures  
- wooden boy David figure  
- 2 wooden sheep  

- wooden Goliath figure  
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DAVID AND GOLIATH .... I SAMUEL 17:1-53  

ACTIONS  

After speaking, stand and get the story from  

its shelf. Return to the circle, placing the  

basket next to you when you sit down.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence while you  

reverently touch one or more of the wooden  

figures to center yourself and the children.  

Place the three Israelite soldiers in a line at  

the center of the left half of the storytelling  

area. Place King Saul by the soldier farthest  

away from you. Place the three Philistine  

soldiers at the far right of the storytelling  

area.  

Place the boy David figure and the two  

sheep to the far left.  

Move boy David slightly to the right.  

Move the three Israelite soldiers, lined up as  

they are, to the center of the storytelling  

area.  

Move boy David just to the left of the three  

Israelite soldiers. Place Goliath at the far  

right, just left of the three Philistine  

soldiers.  

Move Goliath left, to the center of the right  

half of the storytelling area.  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make it your work today or  

another day.  

All the words to this story are inside me.  

Will you please make silence with me so I  

can find all the words to my story?  

A man named Jesse and his eight sons lived  

in the town of Bethlehem.  

Three of Jesse's sons went to be soldiers in  

the army of King Saul. Saul and the  

soldiers were fighting the Philistines.  

One day Jesse said to his youngest son,  

David, who was home taking care of the  

sheep, "Take this food and carry it to your  

brothers who are in battle with the  

Philistines. "  

So David left, taking the food with him.  

When he got to the camp of the Israelite  

soldiers, David found all the soldiers lined  

up to fight.  

David hurried to find his brothers. When he  

found them and greeted them a Philistine  

soldier came out on the hill across the field.  

He was bigger than any man David had ever  

seen. His name was Goliath and he was a  

giant.  



Move Goliath left, near to boy David.  

Place the Philistine soldiers behind Goliath  

and the Israelite soldiers behind boy David.  

Move your hand in circles as though using  

an imaginary slingshot. Stop your hand in  

front of you and lay the Goliath figure  

down.  

Move the three Philistine soldiers slightly to  

the right. Then, move the three Israelite  

soldiers right, to overtake the three  

Philistine soldiers.  

Slowly place all the wooden pieces back into  

the basket.  

After speaking, stand and carry the basket  

back to its shelf. Return to the circle and sit  

down.  

Dismiss the children ONLY when all have  

had a chance to choose their work.  
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He thought David was just a little boy. But  

David said to him, "You may come after me  

with a sword and spear, but I come to you  

in the name of the God of Israel. When I'm  

finished everyone will know the power of  

the God of Israel. "  

Then David took a stone and put it into his  

slingshot. He sent the stone flying through  

the air. It hit the giant on his forehead and  

he fell to the ground.  

When the Philistine soldiers saw that Goliath  

was dead they ran away. But the soldiers of  

Israel went after them and captured the land  

that the Philistines had taken from them.  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder if David wanted to be in the army  

with his brothers?  

I wonder jf David's brothers were afraid for  

him when he fought the giant?  

I wonder how it feels to know God is with  

you?  

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away. Then, if you choose to make this  

story your work today or another day you  

will know how to handle them.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

It's time to choose your work for today. I  

wonder what you will want to do? Let's go  

around the circle so you can all choose.  

 

~----~-- ------  



The final question is one that children and adults all ask. In our story how could David  

be so sure that God was with him? Didn't he doubt just a little bit when he saw the giant? The  

reign of King David is a time of peace and prosperity for the people of God. And the writings  

from that period tell again and again of God's particular love for David. In II Samuel 7: 14-17,  

God promises David that David's kingdom will be made sure forever. God says that no matter  

what David does, God will never stop being with him and loving him. That is the first  

unconditional covenant in the Bible. The only one to rival it comes generations later when the  

new covenant is made through Christ. How does it feel to know God is with you? Be open to  

all possible responses.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

Imagine that you are David's older brothers. What would you be saying about him when he  

went to fight the giant?  

Think of a time in your life when you were faced with something that really frightened you.  

How did you go on? How did you feel after you faced your fear? Does God stay with us when  

we're afraid?  

Imagine how it was for David to go back to being a shepherd after he'd been a successful  

soldier. Why didn't he join the army? Why did he go back?  
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