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in worship
Living the Word
November 3-10
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Living Word Church is a place where your faith can be exercised, refreshed 
and re-energized. It's also a place from which you are sent out into the 
world to practice your faith. James 2:17 says that our faith by itself is not a 
living faith. Our faith combined with the work of our hands, the words of 
our mouths and the activities of our lives is what aligns us with the Living 
Faith God intends us to posess.

NOVEMBER 1, 2019

Follow us:

An Apostle's Epistle
November 17-24
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
In this series we will look at the messages Peter, John and Jude share with 
the early churches. We'll look at each letter's significance to the church 
of today.

Don't forget to fall back!
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am on Sunday, 
November 3. Don't forget to turn your clocks back one 

hour on Saturday night!
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pastor's pen
"…He isn't safe. But he's good.”
In C.S. Lewis’ novel The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, this conversation takes place between Mr. Beaver and 
Susan: “Aslan is a lion - the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh," said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he quite safe? I 
shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion." "Safe?" said Mr. Beaver. "Who said anything about safe? 'Course 
he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” In writing this classic, Lewis uses the themes of Christianity 
to talk about the savior character. Lewis is brilliant in using his craft of storytelling to share the nature of Christ. I 
was blessed to read his books and when they made this one into a movie, I was blessed once again to experience 
Christ in the parable he wrote.

The question of “safety” comes up a lot lately. We live in an unsafe time. I should point out that, while this is new 
to us as citizens of the U.S., it is what others have experienced in their own countries. Citizens of Israel and their 
neighbor Palestine both live in fear of military strikes from the other side. There are those in countries who have 
faced violence because of their ethnicity and the fear of “ethnic cleansing” is real. In our own country it is a reality 
for an African American that, when being pulled over by a police officer, they must exercise greater caution in 
their movements than if they were white. “Safe” is a relative word, but we are facing “unsafe” conditions more 
and more each day.

The question arises, is it “safe” to go to church? I think “safety” is as much a perception as it is a question of 
whether a facility is secure against danger. Personally, I have no concerns about my safety at church than any 
other place I frequent. That may be your perception as well, or it may not. So I want to share what is being done 
to give you the perception of safety as well as securing our facility. 

Several months ago we engaged a security consultant to review our facility and our current procedures in order 
to make recommendations. The result was a 60-page report. Mark Turner, Living Word’s Director of Facilities, has 
taken the report and divided the building-related projects into a priority list. He’s already started with the items 
he can do without going over his annual budget. We’ve set aside a fund for the more expensive items and we are 
getting quotes from security hardware companies and contractors. We’ve also invited the security consultant 
back for a follow-up to help us prioritize our implementation of procedure issues. Let me share this sincerely, 
nothing we do will be a secret. If you want to know, we’d be glad to tell you. However, much of what we do will 
not be shared publicly, as security measures are sometimes best kept from those who would bring harm. And 
with that in mind, please know that we are at work assuring your safety in worship, weekday and night meetings 
and the security of our preschool. 

In the end, I believe we are safe, but there are those who have no love for people who claim Christ as their Savior. 
Lewis, in being clear that Aslan is not safe, reminds us that there is a danger that comes from following Christ. 
That danger is not danger from our Lord, but from those who have misunderstood His Grace. Lewis is also clear 
that Christ is good. Jesus’ goodness is His grace and love that draws you into worship, service and discipleship. It 
isn’t safe, but it is His goodness that reigns in the end. I trust in that and recognize that I’m as safe as I am in the 
mall, the school or the highways and byways of life. What I mean is that I’m not going to allow fear to overcome 
my commitment to Christ.

“… do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

In Christ's Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org
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Living the Word - Kim Cox

The 2020 Generosity Campaign, “Living the Word,” will be introduced this 
Sunday, November 3, during worship. Pastor Dave will emphasize one 
of Living Word’s four pillars, CELEBRATE, as we look back at what Living 
Word has done in the past year.  We hope you join the celebration at the 
Pancake Breakfast that morning from 8:00 – 10:30 am in the Fellowship 
Hall.

Then on Sunday, November 10, we will hear a message on “vision.”  There 
will be a special giveaway to help us “see” the vision of where and what 
God is calling us to do in 2020. "'For I know the plans I have for you,' 
declares the LORD, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.'" (Jeremiah 29:11)

Sunday, November 17, will conclude the 40 days of prayer that we hope 
you have been following. After prayerful consideration, we will all have 
the opportunity to return an Estimate of Giving for 2020. Think about how 
Living Word has made a difference in your life or what plans you “see” for 
Living Word in the future. Your generosity is one way you can intentionally 

“Live the Word” in your Christian life. "Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

Every member will receive a 2020 Estimate of Giving card the week of November 11th or it can be found and 
completed online at lwinfo.org. You may also pick one up from the Welcome Desk. Your giving is an important 
part of helping Living Word accomplish its mission to share the love of Jesus Christ. 

Believing in Him,
 
Kim Cox
Director of Business Operations

Message from the Heart



Important Information

Worship Attendance
October 6 - 454

October 13 - 445
October 20 - 523
October 27 - 485
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Save the Date
Nov. 17 - Coffee with the Pastor

Nov. 17 - Service of Remembrance
Dec. 7 - Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 15 - Christmas Concert

Journey Through the New Testament 
Journey Through the New Testament Devotion 
Book Six (November 11 – December 30) and new 
small group lists as well as the reading checklist are 
available in the lobby or at livingwordumc.org. Sign 
up for a Journey Small Group at lwinfo.org.

Pancake Breakfast
On this Sunday, November 3, Living Word is providing 
a church-wide pancake breakfast. Join us for pancakes 
and sausage in the Fellowship Hall from 8:00 to 10:30 
am. The pancake breakfast is an opportunity to 
CELEBRATE together! We are looking for people to 
SERVE before, in between and after WORSHIP. It's a 
chance to LEARN about someone or something you 
don't know! You'll also have the chance to win a 
prime Christmas Eve parking spot! Here's how: Snap 
a photo at the LW photo booth, like "Living Word 
Church" on Facebook and post your photo to our 
page! Your name will be put into a drawing to win 
a front row parking spot during our Christmas Eve 
worship services.

11th Annual Cookie Sale
Living Word's high school youth choir, Great 
Awakening, is making cookie trays again this year 
as a fundraiser for the summer tour. Each cookie 
tray consists of three dozen assorted homemade 
cookies. Cost per tray is $18. To reserve cookie trays 
in advance, visit livingwordumc.org. You can also stop 
by the table in the Fellowship Hall on Nov. 17 or Nov. 
24 after church.

Service of Remembrance
Living Word Church will host a Service of Remembrance 
for all those who are dealing with the grief and loss of 
a loved one. No matter how long it has been since your 
loved one has passed, grief can make the holidays a 
painful time. Join us on Sunday, November 17, at 6:00 
pm for “Pathway to Peace.” For more information, 
please visit www.livingwordumc.org or contact Val 
Novatny at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Special Presentation - Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk
On November 16, from 3:30-5:00 pm, Dr. Kenneth 
C. Haugk, author of Cancer-Now What?, will speak 
on "Navigating the Cancer Journey: Insights from a 
Psychologist, Pastor, and Husband," at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Manchester. A book signing will 
follow the presentation and question-and-answer 
period. Dr. Haugk is founder and Executive Director 
of Stephen Ministries and author of many best-selling 
books. Members of Living Word are invited to attend 
and encouraged to invite others who would benefit 
from this presentation.

Coffee with the Pastor
Would you like to learn more about Living Word? 
Come to Coffee with the Pastor Sunday, November 
17, at 10 am in Room 200. This casual get-together 
with Pastor Dave allows you to ask any questions you 
might have. Coffee, donuts and childcare provided.

Breakfast with Santa
Santa is coming to Living Word! Breakfast with Santa 
will be held at the church on Saturday, December 7, 
from 8:45 to 10:15 am. Enjoy a family breakfast of 
pancakes and sausage. Activities for the children 
include nativity dress-up, shopping for gifts in Santa's 
workshop, singing and visiting with Santa. Tickets are 
$5 each for adults and children one and over.

Men's Club Meeting - November 4
On Monday, November 4, Men's Club will hold its 
next meeting, which will feature guest speaker Eric 
Benting. Eric is the owner of a Chick-fil-A franchise 
restuarant located in Sunset Hills.

40 Days of Prayer
Join us as we journey through 40 Days of Prayer. The 
prayers are simple, one-line prayers that invite you 
into thankful reflection. Please visit livingwordumc.
org for more information, or you may pick up a copy 
at the Welcome Desk.



5

Church Family News

Men's Club Chili Cook-Off winner Scott Reichter On Thursday, September 26, Mary Martha Circle 
members held their annual autumn potluck supper.

Living Word kids carving pumpkins for Halloween!

Clella Malloy recently celebrated her 100th birthday!

Living Word missionaries on their recent trip to Ghana
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Youth Leaf Raking
All youth are invited to come out and rake leaves 
for some of our seniors on Saturday, November 
9. We'll meet at the church and take our bus to 
the various locations. Bring a rake and gloves and 
wear clothes and shoes you don't mind getting 
dirty! Lunch will be provided. Then we'll be making 
some care packages to send to our young adults 
in college! Meet at church at 10:00 am and we'll 
finish by 3:00 pm. To sign up, visit livingwordumc.
org.

Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

youth & young adults

High School Retreat
All students in grades 9-12 are invited to attend 
this year's high school retreat from Nov. 15-17 at 
Eagle Sky Christian Camp in Piedmont, Missouri. 
Camp activities include a ninja warrior course, high 
ropes, canoeing and more! The cost to attend is 
$50 per student, which includes transportation, 
lodging, food, materials and a hoodie. For more 
information or to sign up, visit livingwordumc.org 
or contact Zach Davis, Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries, at 217-619-5949.

missions
HavenHouse Mission Item
Clean out your closet in time for the holidays! Through 
November 8, we will be collecting gently used 
clothing, shoes, bedding/towels and accessories to 
help support HavenHouse! HavenHouse is partnering 
up with Savers. The donations from Living Word will 
be taken to Savers, and proceeds will be donated to 
HavenHouse. Please bring donated items downstairs 
to the Mission Bins.

Thank You to Living Word!
Thank you so much to the Living Word family!  Thanks 
to your generosity we were able to collect 220 coats, 
261 hats and 144 pairs of gloves for the students at 
Meramec Elementary School. We met our goal of 
providing a coat for every student in the school. With 
the weather turning colder, the kids were thrilled to 
receive these coats, hats, and gloves!  You are making 
a difference! 



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
For pre-surgery prayer, please call the Church Office at 636-821-2800 with surgery date and time, check-in time 
and hospital name. To add a prayer to the above list, please fill out the Connect Card Prayer Request section 
or you may email prayerchain@livingwordumc.org. To schedule a home visit please contact Val Novatny at 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care
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Charlie Jackson
Michelle Burianek
Sheana Arrington
Charles Branson
Jan Van Winkle
Todd Tamborski
Delaney Digman
Kevin Shukers
Nicole Crothers
Lynn Hunt
Amanda McKee
Bill Reichter
Bob Vincent

Stella Klein
Peggy Cruse
Bill Cruse
Melva Kimker
Sarai Ramnani
Jim Stephens
Sophia Miller
Duke Goodwin
Bill Brown
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Nini Schneider

The Sullivan and Howard families on the loss of Margaret 
 Howard's father, Ray Sullivan
The Emshoff and Margreiter families on the loss of Melanie
 Emshoff's mother, Carol Margreiter
The Tucker and Rasnic families on the loss of Gerry and Karen
  Tucker's nephew, Ian Rasnic

additional info
Free the Girls New Drop Off Location!
Living Word is no longer a drop off location for 
Free the Girls. Drop off locations are located at 
Maidenform or Hanesbrands at St. Louis Premium 
Outlets, 18521 Outlet Blvd, Chesterfield, MO 63005, 
or visit freethegirls.org for more information. Thank 
you to everyone at Living Word who helped collect 
nearly 6,000 bras in the past five years!

Volunteer Opportunities at Living Word!
There are many ways to volunteer at Living Word! 
Is your gift in hospitality? We have openings on the 
Hospitality Team! Is your gift serving in the worship 
service? We have openings on the Usher and 
Communion Teams! Is your gift serving refreshments? 
We have openings on the Refreshment Team! Do 
you love to work with children and youth? We have 
Sunday School volunteer position openings! For 
more information on Usher, Communion, Hospitality 

and Refreshment Teams, contact Beth Balzraine at 
bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org. For information on 
Children’s Ministries, contact Pastor Brenda Stobbe at 
bstobbe@livingwordumc.org. For information on Youth 
Ministries, contact Zach Davis at zdavis@livingwordumc.
org.

All Saints' Sunday
On Sunday, November 3, we will be celebrating All 
Saints' Day by remembering those in our Living Word 
family who have passed away this year. Please plan to 
attend the 9:00 am or 10:30 am worship service, where 
we will share a commemorative video honoring those 
who are no longer with us.



17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

On Tuesday, Oct. 8, members of Living Word's 
Senior Social group held a Halloween-themed 
luncheon which included chili, dessert and 
Halloween games! Please join in the fun for 
any of the Senior Social studies or activities in 
November. Invite a friend!

Nov. 5, 19: Senior Bible Study with Pastor Greg 
in Room 211/212 at 11 am.

Nov. 12: Senior Social Thanksgiving Luncheon 
in the Fellowship Hall at 12 pm - Please bring 
a salad or hot dish to share. Turkey, beverages 
and dessert will be provided. Invite a neighbor 
and/or friend to join us!

Nov. 26: Senior Social Mission Activity in Room 
211/212 at 11 am - Our Senior Social group 
will once again get together to assemble 
Homeless Care Kits for those struggling in our 
community. All the supplies will be provided 
through donations to the church.

Senior Social


