
Welcome to a Year in the New Testament
By Rev. J. David Israel

   I’m so glad you’ve taken up the challenge to read through 
the New Testament in a year.  This is a journey of faith that 
will take you places you never expected to go.  In the end 
you will be glad you went.  Reading through the Gospels 
will ground you in the knowledge of all that Christ said and 
did.  The book of The Acts of the Apostles will help you learn 
what those first believers did as they sought to imitate their 
Savior.  The many letters that follow will give you insight into 
the struggles and triumphs of the first faith communities.  
The instructions these letters give to the early churches will 
inspire your heart as you seek to be as faithful.  The conclud-
ing book, The Revelation of John, remains the most myste-
rious book printed and engages the mind with the promises 
of the future God is creating.  Welcome to this journey.

   It is my pleasure to provide you with some reflections 
along the way.  I’ve written these, chapter by chapter, in 
prayerful hope that they will offer you deeper understand-
ing and insight.  More than anything I hope they will spark 
in you a desire to learn more.  This is designed to be read 
Monday through Friday, taking the weekend off (or to catch 
up.)  I’ve offered three Psalms to be read each weekend for 
those who want something more.  If you persevere through 
these as well you will have read the full book of Psalms be-
fore year end.

   As a side note, I’ve been reading through the New Interna-
tional Version of the Bible as I’ve been writing this.  I think 
any version is helpful in its own ways, but I determined to 
read from just one as I’ve written.  This should allow you a 
reference point if you get tripped up by some of the words 
that are used.

   I recommend that you purchase your own study Bible or 
use the online Bibles provided for free at www.bible.com 
or www.biblegateway.org.  Both sites provide many differ-
ent translation choices and also reference materials to help 
if you like. To receive these devotions daily by email, visit 
www.lwinfo.org.



A Guide to Daily Reflection
By Rev. Karen Nothdurft

What?     So what?     Now what?

  “What? So What? And Now What?” is a simple guide to 
help you reflect upon the scripture each day.  “What?” de-
fines the information in the chapter.  “So what?” helps us 
discover the meaning of a passage.  “Now what?” challeng-
es us to consider what we will do in order to apply God’s 
word in our lives.

  Read the daily scripture asking “What?” What is happening 
in this chapter? What people are in the story? What informa-
tion is found in this scripture passage? What troubles arise?

  Then look back over the reading asking “So what?” So 
what does this mean? So what is the point of this passage? 
So what questions does this scripture raise? 

  Review the chapter once more asking “Now what?” Now 
what am I to do? Now that I have encountered this truth, 
what action will I take? Now, what will I change in my life in 
order to live according to the Spirit of Christ?

  Keep a notebook of your findings, reflections and ques-
tions. You may wish to jot down a prayer, a song or a word 
that you want to lift up to God. 
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All or Nothing
1 Peter 3
   When I was in seminary we were told of a theologian of great re-
nown.  Her writings were revered by all the mainstream professors.  
However, only a few years before I became aware of her work, she 
decided she could no longer believe in what she had written about 
for so many years.  Her problem was simple and profound.  She 
read such passages as the first six verses of today’s chapter and 
decided that the Bible was so entrenched in the patriarchal culture 
and so patronizing toward women that it could not be redeemed 
for use in today’s society.  So she left her seminary post and the 
Christian faith behind.
   It strikes me as odd that someone can be a defender of the faith 
with such persuasive words for years and then drop out on one 
issue.  I have to agree with her that the Bible is centered in the 
patriarchal culture of its time.  I agree that its treatment of women 
is often demeaning.  It’s true that all of the books were written by 
men (with only a few people arguing that a couple of the books 
could have been written by women, Hebrews being the most often 
disputed).  They were written in a time and place where men dom-
inated society and when it was highly unlikely that women were 
taught to read or write.  Evidence of this low opinion of women is 
found in verse 7 where they are called “the weaker partner.”  So, 
can any of us stick with this book at all and redeem it for today?  Or 
is this a case of “all or nothing?”
   You know my vote because I’m continuing to write.  I think our 
challenge as Christians today is to interpret an ancient book in a 
modern day time.  Should women be quiet in church as Paul pro-
poses?  We know today that God has raised up women to be pow-
erful speakers for the faith, and who are we to argue against the 
Holy Spirit’s work?  In marriage should women always demure 
themselves toward their husband?  I’ve known couples where this 
works well and I’ve also known couples where it wouldn’t work at 

NOVEMBER 11 

 Continued on next page...   3



NOVEMBER 11
all.  I’ve seen relationships where, if not for the decision making and 
leadership of the wife, the household would collapse upon itself.  
Is this a failure of the man, or is this a place in which God put two 
together in marriage, weighing out the strengths and weaknesses 
of each?  
   I stand for full inclusion of women in all matters of faith and so-
ciety because I think that over the last 2000 years God has created 
strong women as witnesses for Christ.  I was ordained by a female 
bishop who was a strong leader and a wonderful woman of faith.  
As you read the Bible you need to be careful to discern which parts 
are eternal truths and which were written from the perspective of 
that day.  Interpret the commentaries on the place of women in 
society according to the perspective of today and not yesterday.
  By the way, the rest of this chapter is such an excellent commen-
tary on the practice of faith that I simply cannot abide by the “all or 
nothing” approach.
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NOVEMBER 12
The End is Near
1 Peter 4
   In verse 7, Peter joins in that apocalyptic refrain, “The end is near.”  
He follows that with a less common response.  Not many approach 
the end from the social side of faith but rather from the intensely per-
sonal.  “The end is near so get right with God…” is the more common 
theme in both the Bible and in the 2000 years of Christian history.  Pe-
ter takes a different approach and I think it is worthy of our attention.
   The End is near so…
• Be sober so you may pray – That’s the nod to the personal ap-
proach of faith.
• Love each other deeply – Not just love one another, but love 
with a deep affection.  Why? Because in loving one another the sins of 
life seem to fade away.  
• Offer hospitality – This would be like saying the door is always 
open and so is the pantry.  Help yourself.
• Serve others – According to the grace God has provided we 
should serve one another.
• Speak the Word of God – This relates to the preachers and 
teachers among us.  If your job is to preach and teach do so with a 
prayerful, God-centered approach.
   Much of my own approach to preaching and teaching is from the so-
cial side of faith.  Christianity has, for the past 100 years or so, pushed 
the private “me and Jesus” approach to faith so much that some have 
become adorers and believers but not followers of Christ.  Our per-
sonal task in faith is to become more and more like Christ.  Sometimes 
that means we spend time in private prayer, devotion, and worship.  
However, most of the teaching about Christ is that he was actively so-
cial, speaking, teaching, healing, eating with and loving others.  
   Privatized faith is not faith at all.  It is idolatry.  In a privatized faith 
you fall in love with the way Jesus makes you feel and the feeling is the 
idol.  Either that, or you’ve become so engrossed in getting yourself 
into heaven that your heavenly reward is your idol.  Neither is the 
mark of a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Love, offer hospitality, serve, and 
teach/preach just as Christ did, and you will be living the way you are 
meant to follow Christ. 5



NOVEMBER 13
Humility
1 Peter 5
   I was once invited to teach a group of people about faith.  After a 
short presentation we opened for a period of questions and answers.  
There was a moderator who would call on the students and then I 
would address the questions they would ask.  Some were very difficult 
and some simple.  I did the best I could in the short period of time I 
was given.  After the time was over one of the people came up to me 
to challenge my answer to a particular question.  He was offended 
that I didn’t call on him to give the answer as, in his mind, his answer 
was better than mine.  My response was simple.  First, I was not the 
moderator; I was the guest.  It was not my place to offer others the op-
portunity to answer.  Second, the question was asked of my opinion.  
An opinion is much different than an answer of fact.  Had it been that 
an answer of a factual issue had arisen, it may have made sense for me 
to say, “I don’t know” and ask if anyone else knew.  However, as it was 
about an opinion, I’m never shy about sharing mine.
   Having been through seminary I’ve had plenty of opportunities to be 
humbled in my answers.  Professors occasionally like to make it clear 
that they know more.  Usually they do.  In each of these times I’ve al-
lowed their expertise to override my ego so I could learn.  I think that’s 
what it means to be humble.  Verses 5 and 6 speak to the humility that 
we are called to exhibit.  
   It seems to me that some of us are born with humility and some learn 
it.  Learning it is never a fun process.  However, verse 8 warns of what 
happens when our pride and sense of self overwhelms any chance at 
humility.  The devil feeds on the proud and devours the self-important.  
   The greatest source of humility for me has always been the process 
of learning.  The more I am educated the more I realize I don’t know it 
all and there is so much more to learn.  I think that is how we should 
approach faith.  The more I learn of God’s love for me, how He showed 
it to me through the cross of Jesus Christ, and how He continues to 
help me grow in faith through the Holy Spirit, the more I realize that 
I know so very little.  Stay open to learning more; your faith will grow 
and the devil will flee.
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Eyewitness
2 Peter 1
   A few weeks ago I witnessed what I later found out was a break-in 
and robbery of someone’s house.  At the time I didn’t know exactly 
what was going on and I ignored the situation until I heard of the rob-
bery.  I called the home owner and she put me in touch with the sher-
iff’s department.  I was able to describe the car and one of the perpe-
trators well enough that they were caught with the pilfered items in 
their possession.  I wasn’t exactly sure what kind of car it was.  I didn’t 
remember exactly what the girl was wearing.  I just wasn’t paying very 
close attention. Yet it was enough to get them to the right people to 
arrest.
   Eyewitness accounts are not always reliable because the witness is 
not expecting the event to take place.  A car crash, the surprise appear-
ance of a celebrity, a theft like I witnessed, are not the common things 
that make up our life so we are not prepared when they happen.
   In the case of Peter, he was an eyewitness to an event where he was 
paying close attention.  Verses 16 to 18 relate to the life of Christ and 
two specific events.   Peter wants to make sure we know that he’s not 
making this stuff up.  He walked and talked with Christ for three years.  
He’s sharing a gospel that is not contrived but rooted in the firsthand 
accounts of witnesses to the event.  
   Being with a good teacher and preacher for three years would be 
enough to convince someone of their words.  However, Peter was at 
the baptism of Christ.  He was probably actually a follower of John the 
Baptist up to the moment that he saw the clouds open up, the Spirit 
descend like a dove, and the words of the Father saying, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  Later, Peter, James and 
John will ascend a mountain with Christ where his appearance will be 
transformed before their own eyes.  They will see His glory as the Son 
of the Father of Creation.  
   As witnesses at events where they were prepared for something to 
happen, it happened.  Peter is clear that his words are coming from 
the source of all words, Christ Jesus our Lord.  The Word of God can be 
trusted as can the witness of those who lived it.
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Glorious Subtraction
2 Peter 2
   Peter warns about false teachers and the doctrine they espouse.  He 
talks about how they will lead others away from the message of Christ 
and how they will do damage to themselves and others.  In one of the 
more graphic lines of the New Testament he warns that (verse 22) “Of 
them the proverbs are true: A dog returns to its vomit,” and “A sow that 
is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”  Today there aren’t as 
many people teaching wholly false doctrine as there are those who are 
perverting it for their own use.  Some are preachers who have, for years, 
tried to get rich off of the less suspicious among us.  They take advantage 
of the elderly and those who are weak-minded.  
   There is an entirely different group, though, that is equally as damaging 
to the church.  Much like the preachers that I’ve noted, they are seeking 
their own way and their own self-fulfillment rather than seeking what 
is the Lord’s will for the church.  I’ve run into them at every church I’ve 
served.  Just this week I had separate conversations with pastors who 
were in the midst of splits in their congregation and people were leaving 
the church over it.  In both cases, the issues that were the subject of the 
split had nothing to do with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Also, in both cases, 
the ones who were leaving were the ones causing the problem.  I’ll let you 
in on a dirty little secret among pastors.  We call this kind of exodus from 
the church a “glorious subtraction.”  When someone leaves the church 
who is causing dissent and turmoil and making no attempt to move the 
church toward faithfulness, it comes as a great relief.  I’ll be honest, I’ve 
never wanted anyone to leave the Christ’s Church.  There are a few that 
I’ve hoped would leave my specific church and find somewhere else to 
worship. Is that wrong of me?  I don’t think so.  Anyone who distracts a 
church from being faithful to making disciples of Jesus Christ needs to be 
dealt with, redeemed for Christ’s purposes, or invited to find somewhere 
else that they can humbly learn and serve.  
   Are those some harsh words?  Read this chapter again and tell me if they 
don’t reflect more grace than Peter shows.  Pray that you are one who is 
contributing to the positive direction of your church and not as one who 
prevents ministry from taking place.

Psalms reading for the weekend: Psalms 136-138
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NOVEMBER 18
An Introduction to the New Testament
2 Peter 3
   About ¾ of the way through my first class in seminary, “Survey 
of the Old Testament”, the professor gave us a chart that had a 
chronological listing of the major events and characters of the Old 
Testament.  To a person we agreed that, had this been handed out 
at the beginning of the class, it would have been far more valuable 
and useful.  He promised to do that early on for the class that fol-
lowed the next year.  (To this day I cannot find that chart and mourn 
that I’ve lost it.)  Introductions and overviews like that chart are 
very helpful for any topic.  Most books you read today, whether 
fiction or nonfiction, open with an introduction that is helpful to 
setting up the contents and story within.  
   I’ve often thought that the New Testament needed such an intro-
duction.  It would say something like Luke says in his introduction to 
his namesake book in Luke 1:1-4.  From there it would warn about 
potential heresies and encourage the reader to remain faithful to 
the words within.  It would acknowledge that there are many au-
thors in this collection of books but that all of their words are to 
be trusted.  It would conclude with encouragement that in reading 
this, one would grow in grace and praise God for our savior, Jesus 
Christ.
   It really wouldn’t need to be written at all, for it has already been 
done.  Read this chapter, again if you haven’t already, imagining it 
as an introduction to the New Testament.  Does it seem to accom-
plish what an introduction would do?  Reread the last verse as a 
prayer for yourself and a word of praise to the Lord.
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NOVEMBER 19
Darkness
1 John 1
   I tend to sleep with a blanket over my head.  I prefer it to be dark.  
Even the light from a clock irritates me.  I’ve read before that re-
search shows that a darkened room provides the best night sleep.  
I think that’s true for me.  I suspect that when we get to heaven 
there won’t be any sleep happening, or necessary.  After all, if God 
created us to need sleep, he’d have to provide a little bit of dark-
ness in heaven.  But this passage says that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness.  How are we going to sleep when there is no 
darkness?
   I’m being silly, of course.  While people who have died and been 
resuscitated bear witness to seeing a bright light, the light and 
dark being referred to in this chapter are not brightness or dim-
ness.  Light and dark represent something else entirely.  In part it 
represents transparency.  There is nothing hidden in God.  God is 
revealed to us and there is nothing that we can’t know about God, 
especially when we enter into the heavenly realm for ourselves.  It 
also means the complete lack of evil.  Evil is darkness, meaning that 
there are personal things, shameful things, which we would rather 
not reveal to God.  In God there is nothing evil, no personal issues, 
no sinful nature.  God has none of the effects of the darkness of our 
souls to present to us.  
   Have you ever left a movie theater during the daytime only to be 
struck by the brightness of the sun?  You cover your eyes with your 
hands to shield out some of the light.  The shadow cast by your 
hand provides some relief from the intense brightness of the sun.  
With God it is not possible to cast a shadow.  All is light with no way 
to block it out.  That light is the light of perfect love, forgiveness, 
righteousness and justice.  When we enter into that light one day, 
it will not be our desire to shield ourselves from it, but to be fully 
absorbed by it.
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NOVEMBER 20
Grading on a Curve
1 John 2
   One of the more common questions in an upper level high school 
or college class is whether the professor grades on a curve.  The 
science of statistics and the bell curve enter into this discussion and 
I’m not even going to attempt to figure that out.  All I know is that 
for the average student or below, the curve is a good thing.  For the 
students who score higher, it can be bad.  In order to construct a 
proper mathematic curve, higher scoring students will end up with 
a “B” grade when under a straight grading system, they’ll get an 
“A.”  The same is true on the lower end of the scale.  Some of those 
who should have gotten an “F” in a straight system end up passing 
with a “D” in a curve.  This means that there is a larger percentage 
of people in the passing “B, C and D” grades.     
   I hope God grades on a curve.  I sure want to pass, but I find that 
sometimes I read the Bible and notice that I might be dangerously 
close to a failing grade; do you?  Take this part about loving your 
brother and sister.  I’m of an age where my siblings are a lot easier 
to love now than when we were in our teens and younger.  We 
don’t fight and quarrel as we used to.  The problem here is that I 
think that John was telling us that God wants us to include a larger 
group of people in our definition of brother and sister.  In some 
churches they refer to each other as Brother Dave and Sister Nancy.  
What if God intends for us to love everyone in church?  I hope God 
grades on a curve.
   Then I consider that, going back to Noah, we are all part of one big 
family.  By virtue of the fact that we all have one originating set of 
birth parents, Adam and Eve, we are all brothers and sisters.  Now 
ask yourself, “Do I really love all the people in the world?”  “Am I 
supposed to love those of radical faith who are beheading others?”  
“Am I supposed to love those who are the enemy of my family?”  
The answer to all of those is “Yes.”  Consider that the word “love” in 
the Bible does not refer to an emotional connection but rather the 
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NOVEMBER 20
desire for the best for others and even the willingness to spring into 
action to bring the very best to those who are hard to like.  
   What is the very best for those who are your enemy?  That they 
would come to faith in Jesus Christ and embrace His way for their 
life.  I ask myself if I can pray for, hope for, and even share faith with 
those who are my enemies. The answer is simple.  I must.  Because, 
if I can’t hope for the salvation of my enemy, it doesn’t matter how 
the grading scale is set up; I’ve failed.
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NOVEMBER 21
On Command
1 John 3
   In the book of Exodus, God gives the people of Israel a list to abide 
by.  We commonly refer to this list as The Ten Commandments.  The 
list was something of a contract God was offering.  “If you’ll do as 
I command, I will be your God and you will be my people.”  Don’t 
kill, don’t lie, don’t cheat, don’t steal, honor your parents, keep the 
Sabbath day holy, and honor me as your only God.  A pretty simple 
list and easy to interpret.  However, it wasn’t easy to live out.  Over 
and over again the people of Israel broke the rules, both as individ-
uals and as a nation.
   God offers a new command.  God’s desire was not that the un-
faithful be wiped out, but that a new relationship could be estab-
lished that we could live by.  Verse 23 outlines this overly simplistic 
and easy to understand command, “And this is his command: to be-
lieve in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another 
as he commanded us.”  Two things to abide by now: Believe in Jesus 
and love one another.  How simple can it get?  
   As I mentioned in the previous post, the command to love one an-
other is simple in that it means we get busy loving one another, not 
that we have an emotional affair with them.  We are given a pretty 
complete definition of love in this chapter, “16 This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no 
pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and 
in truth.”  How are you exhibiting love in your daily life?
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NOVEMBER 22
In The Flesh
1 John 4
   In a church I once pastored there was a woman who was simply nice be-
yond words.  People would say of her, “She is the incarnation of kindness.”  
What they meant was that when you tried to describe words like “kind-
ness” and “nice,” she embodied those traits.  I’ve also met people who 
embody nationalism, generosity and even those who embody mean-spir-
itedness.  It seems that for all of these people their driving motivation is 
kindness, nationalism, generosity, or meanness.  It is central to who they 
are.  It is probably also something they learned from observing others.  It 
may also derive from what others have done to them.
   One of the more important understandings of our faith is that Jesus 
Christ is God in the flesh.  The word we use when we speak of this concept 
is “incarnation.”  It comes from a Latin word that means “in the flesh.”  
For Christians we are not saying that Jesus only embodies all that is good 
about God.  We are saying that in Jesus, God is present in the world.  God 
chose to become flesh.  Within the Trinitarian God, the Father sent the 
Son to put on human flesh and to live a human life as an example of how 
we should live ours.
   As we accept the incarnation of Christ we find that we are accepting 
the Spirit of God within our lives (see verse 2).  In so doing it becomes 
possible for us to also be the incarnation of Christ.  For us, it is the embod-
iment.  We do not become God.  However, with God’s Spirit within us we 
are empowered to embody Christ in the world.  Read verses 9-12 again.  
In these verses we learn that just as God loved the world by the sacrificial 
act of sending His Son to die for our sins, so we should love the world in 
sacrificial ways.  God did not send His son because we loved God and He 
was motivated to pay us back.  God takes the first step and longs for our 
response.  The same is true for us.  We are not supposed to only love the 
lovable, but also those who are difficult to love.  Not because we owe it 
to them, but because God offered it first to us.

Psalms reading for the weekend: Psalms 139-141
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NOVEMBER 25
The Walking Dead
1 John 5
   There is a lot of interest in zombies lately.  Zombies are those 
creatures who were once human but because of some awful dis-
ease, when they are killed by other zombies they come back to life 
as a zombie too.  A zombie walks around with one purpose, to kill 
the living.  That’s the basic theme of a television show by the same 
name as the title of this post.  I’ve watched one episode - for me 
that was enough.  There is this basic theme of the living and the 
dead.  There is a more disturbing side theme.  Not all the living are 
getting along with each other.   You would think they would be uni-
fied in purpose, but apparently not.  They even shoot at each other.
   This chapter seems to set up a sort of zombie theme as well.  Verse 
12 says “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.”  The people who have not trusted 
Christ for their salvation and have not accepted the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in their life are walking around dead.  Life begins at sal-
vation, not at birth.  Those who are born do not have life; they are 
living beings according to the rules of this world, but spiritually we 
are dead until we have faith.
   Throughout the book of 1 John we are warned that there are peo-
ple who claim to have the faith but are leading others away from 
the simple command to accept the salvation offered by Christ and 
to love one another.  They are like those zombies in the TV show 
who appear to be living but are shooting at the good guys.  They 
have the form of the living, but they are sinning a sin that leads to 
their death.  The sin that leads to death is to deny Christ.
   Which walk are you walking?  Are you among those who have not 
yet accepted Christ?  Are you leading a pseudo-Christian existence 
while drawing others away from the faith?  Pray that Christ is alive 
in you and that you are alive for eternity.
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NOVEMBER 26
Reruns
2 John 
  Is there a television series or a movie that you will watch over and 
over again?  There’s a movie called “The Day After Tomorrow” that 
seems to be on all the time.  It’s not a great movie from an Acade-
my Award perspective but I’ll watch it every time I can.  It’s about 
an apocalyptic beginning of a new ice age.  However, the theme in 
it is that of a father who will go to any length to save his son.  It’s a 
theme that resonates with me.  There are other movies with similar 
themes and I’ll watch those as well.  I know my wife rolls her eyes 
every time they come on, but I will still watch them.  What movies 
and themes draw your attention?  What show will you watch over 
and over again?  
   This second letter of John to an unnamed group of people returns 
to the theme that was prominent and central to the first letter: 
love.  It is repeated over and over again.  I admit that it is a central 
theme through the 237 previous devotions in this Journey Through 
the New Testament.  It’s not only stated in John’s writings but also 
explicit or implied throughout the Bible.  Loving others is not an 
option among many; it is the standard by which all actions in our 
life are judged.  
   The letter is addressed to a particular “lady chosen by God and to 
her children.”  I’ve maintained from the start that the interpretation 
of what was being addressed in the Bible in that day may differ from 
what it means for today.  This letter is addressed to the homeowner 
of the house church.  The lady is the owner and her children are 
very likely the church that meets in her home, not necessarily her 
own offspring.  Since biblical times, churches have often been re-
ferred to with feminine nouns; “She’s a beautiful church.”  Not only 
the facility, but the people within.  Consider that this letter, while 
addressing a person back then, is addressing the church today with 
a rerun of a theme to which we must remember.  Love one another.
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NOVEMBER 27
The Drift
3 John 
   When was the last time you were in some kind of gathering when 
someone missed the point?  An expert in a field, or witness to an event, 
shares their perspective for all to hear.  Then, someone who doesn’t un-
derstand or wasn’t there decides they have to say something to prove 
they know more or get “it” better.  Most of the people in the room 
look at them with a blank stare because they cannot believe that the 
person spoke at all, not to mention that what they said was completely 
wrong or off the point.  The person who spoke up then takes the blank 
stares as confirmation that you all need further help in understanding 
his point and now he is both the expert and the subject of the conver-
sation.  Within a few short sentences the conversation has drifted from 
the original point to something so far off base that no one in the room 
can redeem the conversation for something useful.  Now the conversa-
tion is about the guy talking and not at all about the point.
   I can’t imagine the thought going through people’s minds when they 
find out that the Apostle John wants to come visit their church.  John 
was one of the inner circle with Jesus.  Four times in the book of Mark 
it mentions that Jesus pulled aside three for some deeper teaching.  Pe-
ter, James and John were the guys in the inner circle, could anyone be a 
more expert teacher on the subject of the Christian faith.
   Enter Diotrephes.  (There might be a reason no one has ever named 
their son after this guy.)  Diotrephes has drifted so far from the point of 
faith that he can’t even see the possibility that having one of the found-
ers of the faith stop by his church might be a good thing.  He rejects 
John’s request to visit the church because somehow the faith of that 
church has drifted from sound teaching about Jesus Christ to a place 
where Diotrephes fills his own needs for attention, power and love.  I 
call it “the drift.”  
   Where have you been guilty of drift?  When have you tried to move a 
conversation to focus on you?  A friend of mind once told me, “Never 
miss a good opportunity to keep your mouth shut.”  Diotrephes could 
probably learn to be a stronger force for Christ if he were to sit down, 
shut up and learn from the expert.  
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NOVEMBER 28
Hypocrites
Jude 1
   I’ve written on this before but it shows up again in this chapter so 
I’ll broach the subject again.  A study once suggested that the great-
est barrier to someone coming to church for the first time was that 
they were afraid they would meet a Christian.  That’s a profoundly 
disconcerting statement.  From the inside we would say that we 
hope they would meet a Christian.  However, from the point of this 
particular study there began a movement of people who would no 
longer call themselves “Christians” but rather “Christ-followers.”  
The moniker “Christian” has gotten such a bad name that people on 
the outside want nothing to do with them.  In an effort to redeem 
the group as a whole, a Christ-follower is one who seeks to shape 
their life around that of Jesus Christ.  After all, who wouldn’t want 
to meet the savior?  
   This book in one chapter condemns to a fiery hell those who live 
a sinful life, but let’s be careful to not rush to judgment based upon 
it.  Verse 4 outlines for us who the subject of the condemnation 
is, “For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about 
long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly peo-
ple, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality 
and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”  It is the peo-
ple on the inside who are worshipping in church and enjoying the 
fellowship of the Christ-followers, but who continue to live a sinful 
life, as if Christ makes no demands for change in their lives.  They 
are the ones who are rightfully accused of the socially unacceptable 
crime of hypocrisy.  
   So who are “they.”  You could start with Christ’s commands to 
love God and love neighbor.  Do you?  You could move to his words 
in Matthew 25 where he says “35… I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
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you came to visit me.”  As I heard in a sermon by Bob Goff, “I don’t 
think this was meant to be a metaphor for something else.”  Read 
those two verses again and ask yourself, “Do I?”  How about Jesus’ 
final words in Matthew 28 where He tells us to go and make disci-
ples of all people.  Do you?
   Before you go passing judgment to determine who are those oth-
er people; those sinful hypocrites, can you turn inward and check 
yourself to see if you measure up?  And then… can you change to 
measure up to the full standard of Christ.
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NOVEMBER 29
The Time is Near
Revelation 1
   The end is near!  Only 22 more shopping days until Christmas.  
The end is near.  Does it give you a sense of urgency?  Is there a 
tightness of anxiety in your chest?  And why in the world are we 
reading the book of The Revelation of John before Christmas?  The 
simple answer is that Revelation comes next sequentially.  Another 
answer would be that Revelation brings us full circle to the reason 
for the birth of Jesus Christ.  Over the next 21 days of readings we 
will deal with this book AND Christmas at the same time.  Not every 
devotion will be about the birth of Christ but each will reflect the 
spirit of Advent (a word that means the expected coming), Christ-
mas and the life of the Christian in light of the promised coming of 
Christ.  That last part is the more confusing topic and you may find 
yourself surprised by the way I approach it.  I won’t fall in line with 
the populist notion that Christ is coming back down to spank all the 
bad people.  However, I do believe there is a second coming and 
there is a day of judgment and we’ll deal with those as well.
  With all that in mind, the end is near.  This book pays close atten-
tion to numerology and to prophecy.  7 was a perfect number in the 
world at that time.  6, therefore, falls short of 7 and is imperfect.  
666 is the ultimate falling short of perfection and is therefore the 
incarnation of evil.  I’ll spend a little time with this stuff because 
it’s interesting.  I’ll spend more time seeking to help you apply this 
book to your life.
   The end is near, Christmas is upon us.  Each year the universal 
Church begins thinking about the coming of Christ at Christmas.  It 
begins somewhere around Thanksgiving; which is about 4 or more 
weeks late by the retail calendar.  In a sense, we have the annual 
event of the coming of Christ.  Annually we celebrate His birth, the 
humble circumstances and the knowledge that this birth will lead 
to His death on Good Friday and resurrection on Easter.  In a Spir-
itual sense, the opportunity for Christ to come again arrives every 
year at this time.  
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   Annually there is that struggle within us between the over-com-
mercialized, over-spent Santa, and the need, hope and desire to 
meet the Christ Child.  We long for the presence more than the 
presents.  And if we long for the latter we quickly learn how shallow 
we are in addressing our longing.  We look to find family type rela-
tionships as we consider the Holy Family of the Nativity Scene.  We 
desire peace on earth but we really want peace in our lives.  There 
is a promise in the opening words of this chapter and I think we can 
find that promise fulfilled if we take to heart the words within.  Not 
just the words within this final book, but the words we’ve read over 
the past 11 months.  Christ will come back into our lives this Christ-
mas if we become the people of this third verse we read today… “3 
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.”

Psalms reading for the weekend: Psalms 142-144
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DECEMBER 2
Naughty or Nice
Revelation 2
   From our childhood many of us can remember the “naughty or 
nice” list of Santa.  “He’s making a list and checking it twice.  He’s 
going to find out who’s naughty or nice.  Santa Claus is comin’ to 
town.”  So we would all heed that threat, at least from Thanksgiving 
on.  For a child, that threat is very real.  Bad behavior was equated 
to coal in your stocking.  Good behavior was equated to presents 
under the tree.  And then there was grace.  Grace is what happened 
when your parents knew you were trying so doggone hard but once 
in a while you simply acted like a child.  After all, you were a child.  
Your parents would then say, “Oh he tried so hard, he deserves 
something,” and Santa would come through in spite of your naugh-
ty moments.
   I don’t want to intermingle faith with child’s play too deeply.  How-
ever, continuing the theme from many of the books before, this 
chapter sounds a lot like Santa.  John has been given a vision from 
Jesus and writes to churches in regions across the northern shore 
of the Mediterranean.  In his vision, Jesus shares his “naughty and 
nice” list with each church.  “I have seen your deeds… however I 
have this against you.”  Jesus is telling them that living faith halfway 
isn’t going to cut it.  You’re naughty or you’re nice.  You don’t get it 
both ways.  Yet there is a grace in all of this.  This is a “second com-
ing of Christ” type moment, but without the hard deadline.  Jesus 
isn’t cutting them off, he’s offering the warning.
   What about you?  Look at the things that are considered “nice”: 
patient endurance, no tolerance for evil, deep study to identify the 
false teachings, faithfulness under persecution, love, faith and en-
durance.  Do you make this nice list?  Look also at the “naughty” 
list: abandoned your first love (meaning they are going through the 
motions and their heart isn’t in it), putting stumbling blocks before 
others and tolerance of evil teachings.  Do you make the naughty 
list?
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DECEMBER 3
Lukewarm
Revelation 3
   There are some words, phrases and concepts from the Bible that 
are deeply ingrained into our everyday language.  The “Prodigal Son” 
is commonly used as the bad boy gone good.  There are “Good Sa-
maritan” laws which protect a person from a lawsuit if they try to 
save a life and fail.  Then there is the concept of being “lukewarm.”  
I’m a coffee drinker in the morning and a diet soda drinker in the af-
ternoon.  After my coffee mug has been sitting on my desk for a while 
the coffee cools.  There are times when I reach for that steaming hot 
cup only to get a mouthful of room temperature liquid and I spit it 
back in the cup.  The same holds true for soda.  I might have an ice-
cold cup of pop on my desk, but by late afternoon if I reach for it and 
all the ice has melted, suddenly I have a room temperature drink of 
watered down soda that is not a joy to drink… I spit it out.
   The problem is that it is the reverse for the room temperature with 
the rest of our bodies.  Most of us are comfortable in a room be-
tween 68° and 72°.  I know many will keep their home cooler in the 
winter and warmer in the summer, but there is a margin of tempera-
ture we are most comfortable within.  This is true of our faith life as 
well.  We are comfortable in church, but not in Sunday school.  We 
are comfortable working a booth for the church at a fair, but not if 
we need to talk about Jesus.  We are comfortable in a narrow range 
of faith activities, neither hot nor cold, just lukewarm.
  The Church in Laodicea was just like that.  They weren’t hot or cold.  
Some would call them cultural Christians.  They were in it because it 
was the in thing to do.  However, Christ is clear, He isn’t interested in 
being your passing fad.  You’re in or you’re out.  Pick one.  Christ’s de-
mand on your life means that you love the baby Jesus in the manger, 
the bleeding Christ on the cross, and the Living Lord who has claim 
on your life.  So be hot or cold, in or out, but don’t go halfway… as 
Christ says, “16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”
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DECEMBER 4
Done Up Right
Revelation 4
   My father was a contractor.  His company won the bid to con-
struct the Army Engineer’s building at Fort Leonard Wood and he 
was invited to bring his family to the groundbreaking.  My wife and 
I attended with mom and dad.  There were Generals everywhere 
along with many lower ranking officers.  When it became time for 
the ceremonies a 4 star General stepped up to the podium.  Point-
ing to several shovels he said, “We could use those to break ground 
but that wouldn’t be the Army Engineer’s way, would it?  This must 
be done up right.”  He then turned to the big open field where the 
building would be erected.  He shouted, “Soldiers, clear the field.”  
With that about a dozen soldiers, well hidden in deep grass and 
camouflage, jumped up from their positions and ran off the field.  
Then two helicopters came from nowhere, soldiers rappelled about 
20’ from the hovering crafts, and demolition charges were laid in 
place.  One of those soldiers then sprinted to the podium as the 
others finished laying charges and clearing from the field.  With one 
twist of the control unit he had just been handed, the General set 
off an explosion that rocked the tent we were under and everyone 
within it.  It was a groundbreaking ceremony like none other I had 
experienced and my description does not do it justice.
   As I read this chapter, I find myself tempted to try to understand 
all that is going on.  Who were the 24 elders?  What are these 
beasts and what purpose do they serve?  Why the heavy focus on 
the number of wings and eyes?  How does a rainbow look like an 
emerald?  I thought those were green.  Many have spent years de-
veloping theories on what all of this means.  There is symbolism 
here that reflects things which were going on in the day it was writ-
ten but also has eternal significance.  You might want to read about 
some of that on your own.
   What I find compelling in this is to sit back and taken in the vi-

Continued on next page...   24



DECEMBER 4
sion the author is painting.  Instead of focusing on the finest detail, 
imagine the whole picture.  This is Heavenly worship.  This is wor-
ship done up right.  This is the occupants of the heavenly realm 
praising the creator in a rightful way.  Somehow, I think our worship 
should imitate this as well.  In what ways can your worship imitate 
what you’re reading here?
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DECEMBER 5
Entitled or Worthy
Revelation 5
   I just read an article by Seth Godin titled “Entitlement vs. Wor-
thiness.”  He made the point that on any given day a child who is 
handed a candy bar will be thankful and excited.  However, one day 
a year that child feels entitled to go up to your door and ring the 
bell.  If you don’t offer the candy bar, he will go away angry.  He was 
referring to Halloween, of course, and I would add that if that child 
is a teenager you may be the victim of eggs and toilet paper later 
that night.
   Entitlement is the feeling that we deserve something that we 
have not at all earned.   Some might argue that we deserve our fun-
damental rights because we were born in the USA; it’s an entitle-
ment and not earned.  When it comes to God, some would say that 
God is not entitled to our praise unless we are rewarded with some 
great treasure or our prayers are answered in some positive way.  
Have you considered, though, that God gave you your birth, a feat 
of which you had little effort expended, and therefore God is enti-
tled, at the very least, to your praise for your breath each and every 
moment you inhale.  I would expand it to say that everything that 
you have, the people you surround yourself with, the earnings you 
receive are all because God created you the way you are and put 
that goodness in your life.  Therefore God is entitled to your praise.
   What about being worthy?  Is God worthy of our praise?  In our 
Trinitarian way of understanding of God, Jesus Christ is God in the 
flesh.  And through Christ, God has been proven worthy.  In com-
munities all across the world you will find memorials to the war 
dead.  Commemorations of the brave men and women who sacri-
ficed themselves for your freedom are made in the form of monu-
ments and annual parades on days of recognition.  We deem them 
worthy for their sacrifice of securing, at least for a span of time, the 
freedoms we enjoy.  What about the freedom that is secured on 
the cross?  It is the freedom that comes with our eternal presence 

Continued on next page...   26



DECEMBER 5
in the realm of God. 
   In this chapter the “Lamb” is Jesus Christ.  Christ is sacrificed on 
the cross to secure for the faithful their rightful place in the throne 
room of the Lord.  Christ shows us that not only is God entitled to 
our praise and worship, but also worthy.  Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.
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DECEMBER 6
The End of the World
Revelation 6
  In 1987 the band R.E.M. released a song titled “It’s the End of the 
World.”  It was popular when it came out but it had a resurgence 
12 years later as 1999 was preparing to give way to the new mil-
lennia.  I recall how we were concerned about all that was going to 
happen then.  Computers were going to crash due to the Y2K virus, 
this would affect banking and all other industries.  If that all came 
to pass, we ran the risk of a run on the banks and general violence 
as society broke down completely.  The movie “Ghost Busters” lam-
pooned this type of panic with these words from one scene, 
Dr. Ray Stantz: “What he means is Old Testament, Mr. Mayor, real 
wrath of God type stuff.”
Dr. Peter Venkman: “Exactly.”
Dr. Ray Stantz: “Fire and brimstone coming down from the skies! 
Rivers and seas boiling!”
Dr. Egon Spengler: “Forty years of darkness! Earthquakes, volca-
noes...”
Winston Zeddemore: “The dead rising from the grave!”
Dr. Peter Venkman: “Human sacrifice, dogs and cats living togeth-
er... mass hysteria!”
   That line about dogs and cats gets me every time.  Often we read 
chapters of the Bible like this and we assume that God is about to 
come down and exact some wrath.  There are whole church move-
ments that argue about these things and the order in which they 
will happen.  I’ve read many of the theories on what this all means.  
I realize there are interpretations that come from every angle and 
idea.  I’ve come to a couple of conclusions.  First, no one really 
knows.  There are far too many explanations from far too many 
“experts” that disagree with one another.  This leads me to not feel 
comfortable giving a sound conclusion … except for my second con-
clusion.  
   My second conclusion is this: When God came to earth the first 
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time it was not as a conquering king.  That’s what the people of 
Israel were looking for and they were mistaken.  It was as a child, 
born in the humble circumstance of a stable, who lived His life as a 
loving prophet and died as a sacrifice, surrendering His life for ours.  
Now maybe He is coming back angry and ready to whoop up on the 
bad guys, but it sure doesn’t fit His style from the first time.  Is it 
proper for us to speak of a loving God who is going to come down 
and wreak havoc on the world?  Those two ideas don’t seem to fit 
together.  
   In the end, the conclusion to R.E.M’s song may fit the best, “It’s 
the end of the world as we know it and … I feel fine.”  Don’t get con-
cerned about the end of the world, God is the same yesterday, to-
day and tomorrow the Bible tells us.  It also tells us that God is love. 
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DECEMBER 9
Another Glimpse of Heaven
Revelation 7
   I recall one of my daughters had a tooth that was very loose.  She 
was very young, maybe 3 or 4.  The tooth was hanging on by a 
thread and it was irritating her every time she bit down.  I offered 
to pull it for her and there was panic in her eyes.  She cried and 
pushed my hand away.  She was so afraid that it would hurt that 
she was shaking.  I think she even bit me twice before she let me 
reach in to take hold of it.  All the while I told her that it would be 
so much better when it was over.  After I pulled it she did that cute 
little laugh/cry and said “It didn’t hurt” while still afraid that the 
pain may still come.
   We fear the unknown; sometimes in irrational ways.  We shrink 
from it, hide from it, and run from it.  We also poke fun at it, harass 
it and build systems of bigotry against it.  In the end, most of us ex-
perience the uncovering of the unknown as either anti-climactic or 
as a very positive experience.  Anxiety over the unknown is rarely 
worth the energy invested.  
   It is certainly true of death.  Even though it is the one thing guar-
anteed in life, death is avoided at all costs.  I agree with that.  I don’t 
think we should ever rush into our demise.  I also know that when 
death arrives, I will embrace it.  The promise set out in this chapter 
is that we will enter into the realm of God robed in white, made 
pure/holy by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the first words out of 
our mouths will be praise for the living God.  Really, how bad can 
that be?
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DECEMBER 10
Dooms Day Prepping
Revelation 8
   Not too long ago there was one of those docudramas called 
“Dooms Day Preppers.”  The show featured actual people who 
were building their own bunkers, training to fight, and hoarding 
food and water in preparation for the end of the world event they 
were convinced was coming.  Their whole goal was to assure the 
survival of their family in the event that something should happen.  
Sounds noble, it might even sound wise in light of the cataclysmic 
events this chapter seems to be predicting.
   Among those who argue about the second coming of Christ (and 
I’m not one who spends time on it) there is agreement about a par-
ticular length of time; 1000 years to be exact.  However, they break 
down in agreement on what’s going to happen during that time.  
Christ may or may not come and rule on earth.  He may or may not 
take all of us up to heaven before his rule.  Christ may rule for 1000 
years or may come after the 1000 years.  Then there are some who 
think all that was described in this chapter happened during the 
three days Christ was in the grave and the resurrection of Christ IS 
the second coming.  I think they throw their hat in the ring just to 
confuse the issue.
   Once again I caution.  You are 14 days away from Christmas Eve; 
15 from the celebration of Christ’s birth.  As you consider all that 
we don’t know, consider what we do know.  We know that our God 
came to Earth as a baby, lived a grace-filled life among us, sacrificed 
His life without a fight in order to gain your salvation, and was res-
urrected to seal an eternal covenant that is our trust in our souls 
having a heavenly home.  
   Read the chapter again and think about all the terrible things that 
are going to happen.  As a follower of Jesus Christ, do you hide out 
in a cave and prepare to kill off anyone who tries to steal your ba-
nanas?  Or, do you enter into the suffering of the world and seek to 
offer yourself to others in aide and care?  What would Jesus do?  I 
think you know that answer. 

31



DECEMBER 11
What’s It Going to Take?
Revelation 9
   I’ve been to many worship services where the question was asked, 
“What’s it going to take for you to trust Christ with your salvation?”  
The speaker/preacher has shared a story, a word from scripture, a 
personal testimony and then asked you to consider how Christ had 
acted in the words they’ve shared.  Then they ask you to consider 
how Christ has already acted in your life.  The final question is that 
of salvation, “What needs to happen in your life to allow you to be 
open to the saving grace God offers in Jesus?”
   I can’t imagine what it’s like to suffer through a major natural 
disaster.  I’ve been a town away from a tornado, but never that 
close.  I’ve seen hurricanes, volcanoes, mudslides and tsunamis on 
the news, but I’ve never been too close to them.  What I do know 
is that when they take place the religious fanatics come out of the 
woodwork.  They come from various angles of the story as well.  
There are those who state that these events happen because of 
some unrepentant sin on the part of those who live in those re-
gions.  They hold that this is a sign of God’s judgment.  There are 
those on the other side who become angry at God as they look at 
the suffering, they shake their fist and shout, “I can’t believe in you 
God.”  Oddly enough, I side more with the second group.  Follow 
me on this…
   The first group is convinced that God is angry and ready to wipe 
out the creation He loves.  I don’t get that perspective at all.  The 
second group has reached out to God and done so angrily.  I think 
that’s a great start and a great way for a follower of Jesus Christ to 
enter into conversation.  I agree that I can’t believe in a God who 
sends a hurricane to destroy lives, human and animal, and homes 
and livelihood.  I’m with them on that.  I can, however, believe in 
a God who sends volunteers to rescue and restore the damaged 
areas.  I can’t believe in a God who destroys with no possibility of 
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hope.  
   As you read this chapter it’s easy to lose sight of the hope that 
has been offered in Christ.  One third of the population is wiped 
out by disasters of epic proportions.  At the end of the disasters 
and plagues, we’re told in verse 20, that the remainders still did 
not repent of their ways.  What that means is that they were given 
the opportunity to repent.  God is gracious, even in the midst of His 
judgment.  It’s wrong of us to point at those who suffer the disaster 
and pronounce God’s wrath.  It’s right to move into their lives and 
offer the message of God’s grace as well as our helping hands.

33

DECEMBER 11



DECEMBER 12
The Holiday Feed Bag
Revelation 10
   It happens every year from the last week of November to the first 
day of the New Year, we eat whatever is put before us at Thanks-
giving, office and friend parties, Christmas Eve with the in-laws and 
Christmas day with the family.  That’s followed by a New Year’s Eve 
get together and with leftovers on New Year’s Day.  THEN we get 
serious about weight loss.  That indulgent month (or longer) is one 
that we always regret but always return to.  Maybe we can blame it 
on our lizard brain.  That’s the part of our brain that is the resident 
of our fight or flight tendencies and other prehistoric parts of our 
ancestor’s lives.  We can just say, due to the onset of winter, our 
bodies naturally tend to store up body weight in order to be able to 
survive the cold and the scarcity of winter food.  Go with that if it 
helps ease your mind.
   It’s probably more accurate to say that our lizard brain, or whatev-
er part of our brain engages, has us wrapped up in self-indulgence 
to the point of gluttony.  We like to eat.  After all, if God hadn’t 
intended us to eat it, He wouldn’t have made it taste so good.  But 
wait!  Enter the conclusion of Chapter 10.  The scroll that tastes 
sweet on the tongue but sours the stomach.  Now that sounds like 
the hours that follow Thanksgiving and Christmas meals, doesn’t it?
   Clearly this scroll is meant to be a metaphor for something else.  It 
may be talking about gluttony versus generosity.  It may be talking 
about the danger of too much of a good thing.  However, I believe it 
refers more to our ears and our minds than relating to our tongues 
and stomachs.  Our world is filled with ideas that sound so good to 
the ear.  Like honey on the lips, the words make us feel good and 
inspire us.  However, as we seek to live out those words we sour 
on them over time.  They don’t have any lasting significance.  They 
sound good, but don’t improve our lives.  Worse yet, the writer of 
the words gets rich off our response while we are left wanting.  
   This chapter is about the end times when people will flock to the 
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words of one who means them only harm.  However, it relates well 
to us today.  You’ve spent the year reading the words of the One 
who loves you and has sacrificed His Son for you.  Some of these 
words went down like a bitter pill.  They weren’t so sweet, but they 
had a healing affect.  Upon which words will you indulge yourself?

35



You have been Measured
Revelation 11
   From time to time I’ll watch a goofy movie.  Rarely do I sit and 
watch them, I just leave the TV on while I’m working on something 
else.  One of those that comes back on from time to time is a really 
bad movie called “A Knight’s Tale.”  The story is good.  The acting 
and screenplay leave a lot to be desired.  In a couple of scenes a line 
is used to speak of another knight’s worth.  The line is, “You have 
been weighed.  You have been measured.  You have been found 
lacking.”  It’s actually out of the biblical book of Daniel 5:27.  
   There are several places in the Bible where a person is told to 
measure something to see if it is true to the proper length.  In one 
particular place a plumb line is used, which was a construction way 
of assuring that something is erected perfectly vertical.  All of these 
cases are not about measuring items, but instead serve as meta-
phors for whether or not someone or something measures up to 
the standards of God.  
   Chapter 11 opens with John being given a measuring rod.  In that 
day, the standards of measure were more flexible than today.  One 
biblical measurement was that of a cubit.  A cubit was the length 
from a man’s finger tips to his elbow.  Let me ask you, would that 
be the same for a man 6’2” in height as it would for a man 5’4”?  So 
when a project was begun a length of rod would be cut and it would 
be used for the entire project as the standard of measure.  This rod 
was to be used to measure a building already constructed, the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem.  The rod has been provided by someone in heav-
en.  The metaphor here is not whether the Temple measures up to 
God’s standards but whether the faith of the people who claim the 
Lord as their God measures up.  The standard will be reinforced by 
two prophetic witnesses who will spend nearly 3 ½ years establish-
ing that standard.
   Does your faith measure up?  What standard are you held to, 
might be a fair response to that question.  If you’ve been reading 
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the New Testament from the beginning, you have some idea of that 
measure.  Our Bible is the rod by which you are measured.
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DECEMBER 16
Good Earth
Revelation 12
   As you’ve read through the New Testament you’ve probably had 
some conflicting thoughts.  One of those has to do with the idea 
that the Earth is evil.  This notion comes from verses like Romans 
12:2 “Do not conform to the pattern of this world…” and John 8:23 
“But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are 
of this world; I am not of this world.” Also, John 12:31 “Now is the 
time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will 
be driven out” and 1 Corinthians 3:19 “For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness in God’s sight.”  Passages like this give us the unfortu-
nate sense that there is a problem with our Earth.  
   When translating the scriptures from their original languages, 
great care is taken to use words as close as possible to the words 
used in scripture.  Unfortunately, some words don’t translate well.  
At times, words that are used have more than one meaning.  Con-
fusion is bound to take place.  
   In the scriptures listed above the word “world” is not referring to 
planet, as we sometimes use it.  “World” is referring to the inhabi-
tants and their attitudes, habits and beliefs.  When the Bible speaks 
of the Earth, generally the feeling is very positive.  In Genesis, God 
creates the Earth and pronounces it “good.”  Not only that, but the 
Earth is personified in character and speaks out for God’s justice 
and, at times, participates in God’s judgment.  In Genesis, when 
Cain kills Abel, the blood of Abel is “received” by the Earth and the 
Earth cries out on Abel’s behalf.  (Genesis 4:11)  In today’s chap-
ter, the mother of Christ is featured as the mother of all Christians.  
When she is pursued by the devil it is the Earth that protects her by 
swallowing up the flood.  
   The first gift God gave humanity was the breath of life.  The sec-
ond gift was the goodness of the Earth.  Later comes the gift of 
Jesus Christ, the greatest gift of all.  However, before we get to the 
celebration of that gift on Christmas, take time to give God thanks 
for the good Earth He has provided.
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The Mark of the Beast
Revelation 13
   Imagine a time when checks, cash and credit cards are obsolete.  
Imagine that you can’t be robbed because you carry nothing of mone-
tary value on your person.  It’s not far off actually.  There are products 
being developed that will allow this to take place.  You will simply walk 
into a store, find what you want and take your purchases to the count-
er.  It may even be that there is no need for a counter.  As you exit the 
store a scanner will determine the items you’ve left with while it also 
scans a microchip that you’ve had embedded under your skin which 
gives it all the information necessary for your account to be debited.  
Those microchips already exist for pet identification, why not human 
ID?  Sounds awfully convenient to me.  Another idea is a magnetic tat-
too which is imprinted with your ID.  The tattoos already exist, though 
the technology for identification is lagging a bit behind.  Facial recog-
nition software is the latest identification that shows some promise in 
this direction; just pray your twin doesn’t give you bad credit.
   I have to tell you that I’m not a conspiracy theorist.  I think this book 
of the Bible spawns a lot of bad predictions of the future.  However, 
when it talks about a mark (or ID) that prevents or enables us to en-
gage in commerce, I begin to get a little bit on edge.  I don’t think the 
ideas in the paragraph above are directly related to the ideas of this 
chapter, but it’s clear that there could come a time when humanity is 
controlled by our own systems or commerce.  We already see it where 
insurance controls access to health care, why not other parts of our 
life?
   I’m going to share something important that we all need to hear in 
the midst of the fear mongering that goes into, and is caused by, the 
conspiracy theories that come out of this book.  This is a spoiler alert 
so if you haven’t read through this book before you may not want to 
read on.  Here it comes.  Are you ready?  GOD WINS!  In the end, what 
happens between now and the return of Christ is of no eternal conse-
quence.  God wins.  God also wins each time one of His children turn 
to Him in faith and accepts Christ as our savior.  Quit your worrying 
over the conspiracies like the one above.  God wins and that’s all that 
matters in the end. 39
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Depends on Your Perspective
Revelation 14
   A Rorschach test is that inkblot on a piece of paper.  It has no real 
meaning except that which you see in it.  During a psychological 
exam a person is asked to look at the inkblots and share what they 
see.  The results say more about what is going on inside the mind 
than what is happening on the paper.  This test recognizes that in 
any set of circumstances, whether meaningful or meaningless, we 
tend to bring our life history to the conversation.  This is true of 
every part of our lives.  What you think and believe influences how 
you will perceive a situation.  Let’s apply that to this chapter.
   The time of reaping has come.  A sickle is swung by the Son of Man 
and all on the Earth are harvested.  Presumably those who were 
on the side of Christ at this time are taken up to heaven.  It also 
happens that a second sickle passes through, this time to gather up 
the grapes of the Earth.  Sometimes grapes represent good things 
in the Bible.  I don’t think that’s the case this time.  These are the 
“Grapes of Wrath” which are thrown into a giant winepress that is 
called the judgment of God.  These grapes are the people of the 
earth who have not sided with Christ.  In a violent ending, they are 
squeezed until their blood flows for miles.  
   If you’re a follower of Christ you’re reading this and thinking, I 
see the grace of God coming down to rescue His faithful.  If you are 
not, you’re thinking, it is awful what God is going to do to all these 
people.  It all depends on your perspective.  Assuming as a reader 
of this devotion you are a follower of Christ, are you also thinking, 
“I’m hoping none of my friends and family are in that winepress.”  
And if so, why not offer them the gift of Christ this season?  In that 
way they will be harvested alongside you.
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Perspective, Part II
Revelation 15
   It really does depend on your perspective.  In the 1700’s a great 
preacher and theologian, Jonathon Edwards, preached a sermon 
entitled “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  In it he outlined 
his doctrine that God was a God of judgment and wrath and those 
of us who didn’t come to faith in Christ were doomed to burn in the 
fires of Hell, which is the will of God.  I’m thinking he couldn’t have 
been more wrong.  At least, that’s my perspective.
   Let me take you on a tangent for a moment.  Many argue the 
authorship of this “Revelation.”  Some say it’s the same John who 
knew Christ personally and wrote the Gospel of John as well as the 
three letters of John.  Some say it’s not.  Either way, we always have 
to make sure that what we say about God is consistent with the 
whole of the Bible.  How, then, does the idea of an angry God rec-
oncile with the following passages from John’s “other writings?”
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another.
John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
1 John 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God!
1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God.
   I could go on citing from other books of the Bible, but you get the 
point.  If your perspective is that God is a God of wrath, you’ll read 
the book of Revelation as a book of wrath.  If your perspective is 
that God is a God of love, you’ll read it as a book of the loving acts 
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of God coming to their righteous conclusion.  
   If we are to be the people of the perspective of love, as I believe 
we are called to be, and which I think Christmas is the beginning of 
that proof, then the words of verses 3 and following should be our 
words of praise for our God of Love:  “Great and marvelous are your 
deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the 
nations.  Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before 
you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 
   Praise God for Christmas, praise God for the promises fulfilled and 
begun in the birth of Christ.  Praise God that, in the end, His Love 
prevails.
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When the Night is Not So Silent
Revelation 16
   On Christmas Eve many of us will be heading to worship.  Church-
es will open their doors to an overflow of congregants.  Many will 
find themselves celebrating the birth of Christ by candlelight.  Often 
the service will conclude with an a capella version of Silent Night.  
“Silent Night, Holy Night.  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin, 
mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heaven-
ly peace.  Sleep in heavenly peace.”  At the conclusion of the service 
we will all head for our own Norman Rockwell versions of home 
and our “Father Knows Best” version of family.
   Oh, that this was true for all.  Even for those who worship on this 
holy night, there are some whose night is not so silent.  So many are 
struggling in the chaos of life.  As if a bowl full of plague has been 
dumped upon their heads, they suffer illness, broken relationships, 
poverty, temptations, and persecution.  Someone sitting in your 
pew or your row suffers grief at the loss of a loved one.  Another 
is lonely beyond description.  And another is desperate for good 
news in a life that seems plagued only with bad.  How can we sing 
of a silent night when lives suffer like vengeance being poured out?
   It is for the very reason of this suffering that we can sing Silent 
Night.  Christ was not sent into a postcard world.  The infant Jesus 
entered into a world in strife.  Christ comes in when things look the 
darkest.  There can be silence in the night because Jesus is present 
in the darkest times of our lives.  Christmas is not meant to be the 
end of suffering.  It is the beginning of Hope.  Our hope is that in 
Christ, God is making all things new, all things right, and all injustice 
set straight.  Our dark of night can be silenced because God is at 
work and in the end, God triumphs over even our worst moments 
in life.  
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Worship
Revelation 17
   There’s a commercial I’ve seen recently.  It’s in Spanish so it’s only 
showing online.  The commercial is for a furniture manufacturer but 
has nothing to do with their product.  It’s one of those “feel good” 
types that come on this time of year.  In the commercial children are 
asked to write a letter to the Spanish version of Santa.  They are to 
tell all that they want for Christmas.  As you can imagine, they get to 
work quickly and their lists are long.  These letters are all sealed in an 
envelope to be mailed off to the North Pole.  
   The children are then asked to write a second letter.  This time 
their letter is to Santa, but it is what they want for their parents this 
year.  There is a long pause as they think this one through.  The list, 
however long the thoughtfulness, is not a long one for any of the 
children.  These letters are also sealed up to be put in the mail.  How-
ever, there’s a twist.  The children are all told they have a choice.  
They can only mail one of the letters.  Which will it be; the letter for 
themselves or the letter for their parents?  To a person, the children 
all choose to mail the letter that asks for something special for mom 
and/or dad.  
   The parents are given the letters to open to read what their children 
want for them.  They are all the same.  Though they seem centered 
on the children it is a deeper longing that is within all of us.  They 
don’t ask for any trinket or toy for their parents.  The children all ask 
to spend some special time with mom and dad.  Time, the substance 
of relationship building.  It’s what the children desire the most.  
   This chapter outlines that in the hearts of many there will be the 
worship of the things of this world.  We live that out in our buying 
frenzy that has lasted the past month or more.  However, at Christ-
mas, God’s gift is not an item, a trinket or anything that can be pos-
sessed.  God’s gift is a relationship with His Son.  It is a gift of Love, 
as innocent as a child, and as long lasting as eternity.  Be sure to take 
a moment to thank God for His greatest gift this day… and then find 
some to offer it to as well.
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Which City?
Revelation 18
   The gifts have all been open.  The wrappings once torn are now 
trash.  The boxes a similar fate.  The same is true for the Christmas 
ham and yams and whatever else your family enjoys for the holiday 
celebration.  There also seems to be that little bit of let down in the 
air.  What I wanted I didn’t get.  What I got didn’t fulfill my needs.  
What I hoped for is still a dream.  The post-Christmas blues are real 
for so many of us.  And for those who will get their fill this Christ-
mas, there is the suffering from the realization that weight must be 
lost and bills must be paid.  There is always something more that is 
needed to fill the void.
   Babylon stands as the example and metaphor for all that we seek 
that offers only emptiness and a desire for more.  The great city of 
gold and silver, luxuries and indulgences, perfumed flesh and shiny 
gemstones, offers very little in the end.  Jesus warns us that this 
stuff is not to be the object of our worship and the center of our 
lives.  Matthew 6:19-20  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust[a] destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  It’s all temporary as is the satisfaction it offers.  
   There is a sense of sadness in this chapter.  You would think that 
we would celebrate the destruction of the Babylon of Revelation 
but instead there is a grief that takes place.  I think that grief is 
what happens when we realize that we cannot buy happiness and 
fulfillment.  We mourn the loss of the dream that seemed to be 
promised in the objects and items of this world.  It happens every 
year as we walk away from the Babylon of Christmas purchases.  
However, the Bethlehem of Christmas’ promise is eternal.  In which 
city do you put your faith?

 45



DECEMBER 25
Hallelujah
Revelation 19
   Handel’s Messiah has long been hailed as one of the greatest 
operas that honors God.  One particular part of the opera is called 
“The Hallelujah Chorus.”  It is the show stopping number that is 
intended to inspire the hearts of the hearer and the singer.  It is 
also said to have inspired the composer himself, George Handel.  
The story is told about this chorus that Handel’s assistant walked in 
to Handel’s room after shouting to him for several minutes with no 
response. The assistant reportedly found Handel in tears, and when 
asked what was wrong, Handel held up the score to this movement 
and said, “I thought I saw the face of God.” (From Wikipedia.com 
article “Messiah, Part II”)  
   It’s become a tradition of many churches to perform this Chorus 
around Christmas or Easter.  There are two other important tradi-
tions that come with it, though.  First, the entire audience is ex-
pected to stand during the performance of The Hallelujah Chorus.  
The reverence for God in the song demands respect on our part.  
The second tradition is that just prior to the performance of the 
number, anyone who wishes to join the choir is invited to step up 
and share the music score with someone in the vocal section that 
matches their own.  This open invitation is also an example of the 
reverence for the One who is being revered.  
   Prior to the end of the battle between good and evil, the multi-
tude of heaven break forth into praise of the One who rules heav-
en and earth.  Their own Hallelujah choruses sound like a roar, so 
many have joined in.  Though the battle is not over, all know who 
the winner is, therefore music can resound in the ears of the Lord 
and all His court.  You are invited to stand in reverence but also to 
join in the song.   
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Judgment Day
Revelation 20
   There is too much written in scriptures about a judgment day to 
allow us to ignore it.  Whether it happens all at once or each time 
one of us dies is not really important.  The truth as we have it is 
that we will all be judged.  At issue for those who are familiar with 
God’s grace is that those who have trusted Christ are surely judged 
as pure, right?  There is a long standing battle in both scripture and 
among church thinkers over the nature of our salvation from judg-
ment.  On the one hand are those who believe that all that is nec-
essary for salvation is to believe in Christ and we are saved.  On the 
other hand there are those who read chapters in the Bible like this 
one and ones from the book of James and wonder if there might be 
something more.
   I stand with the “both” crowd.  It is clear through scripture that 
we have been saved by the grace of God, made effective in our 
faith in Christ.  However, that salvation assumes that there is a clear 
connection between the blood that flows through our hearts and 
the blood that flows through our hands.  Verse 12 of chapter 20 
says, “The dead were judged according to what they had done as 
recorded in the books.”  It still stands, even at the end of the Bi-
ble, that saying we love Christ is not enough.  Lip service never has 
been enough.  We are clearly called upon by Christ and guided by 
His Holy Spirit to live our lives in a way that shows the world that 
we are His followers.  It’s not only this world that is shown, though.  
Our Christian action will be on display for all to see upon our own 
day of judgment.  It really will be a rerun of our lives and will stand 
as judge against us.
Faith is what you believe and it is through your belief that you are 
saved.  However, faithfulness is what you do and it is on the faith-
fulness of your actions that your faith will be judged.  Live faithfully 
in this life and live eternally in the next.
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Renewal
Revelation 21
   There is a common misconception among most people.  That is, 
when we die and go to heaven, assuming we go to heaven, we will 
live there forever.  I have to admit, it’s easier to allow people to be-
lieve this notion than to try to explain the biblical truth.  Someone 
recently told me that in reading through the New Testament for the 
first time his preconceived notions were being challenged.  Well 
here comes another one.  You will not be in heaven for all eternity.  
“Ouch.  That hurt.  What are you saying?  That I’ll fall from grace?  
If I have to try all over again I’m not sure I can keep this up for all 
eternity.”  No, that’s not what I’m saying.
   At the end of human history, a new history begins.  In this new his-
tory God not only redeems humanity, but redeems the good Earth 
he created.  God loves this world (humans and the rest of creation) 
so much that He desires to make His final dwelling with us.  There 
will be a “new heaven and a new Earth.”  There will be a “new Jeru-
salem” at which God will reign here on Earth.  We will be the sub-
jects of that new Kingdom and God will be our Lord.  You’ve prayed 
it for years, “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on Earth as it is in 
heaven.”  It will happen in the end.
   God is in the business of renewal.  A reminder of that comes at 
the end of each year and the beginning of the next as we have an-
other chance to do things different.  What will next year be like for 
you?  Will you be seeking that New Heaven and New Earth with a 
renewed mind transformed by your reading? Your journey of faith 
doesn’t end with the reading of the next chapter.  It ends when God 
renews the face of the Earth and welcomes you into His new King-
dom.  We continue our journey until that day comes.
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DECEMBER 30
The Alpha and Omega
Revelation 22
   The end has come.  You began this Journey through the New 
Testament in Matthew 1 and read these words in verse 18, “This is 
how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about.”  It was the start 
to a journey of reading but also of meeting.  In these scriptures 
you have met a living God; a loving Father who sends a Son and a 
self-giving Son who sends His Spirit.  You have struggled with the 
words in between.  In some verses you found yourself challenged.  
It didn’t always say what you wanted it to say.  On close inspection, 
you found yourself coming up short.  But there was grace. There’s 
always grace.  God’s mercy and forgiveness is always able to eclipse 
your shortcomings.  
   Christ will one day make His return.  He was with God from the 
beginning.  The Alpha, the first letter of the Greek alphabet, tells us 
that Christ was with God from the beginning of creation.  The Ome-
ga, the last letter of the Greek alphabet, tells us that Christ is pres-
ent with God to the end as well.   This story you’ve read is about this 
eternal Christ and his reign.  The end of the story, in this chapter 
is also the promise of the beginning, as well as an invitation.  The 
promise is repeated 3 times; in verses 7, 12, and 20.  “I am coming 
soon.”  Christ is coming back to us one day.  
   The invitation is found in verse 17.  After creating the river of life 
we are invited to drink.  “Let the one who is thirsty come; and let 
the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.”  All we 
need to do is open our lives to the one who has promised to “come 
soon.”
  I can think of no better way to conclude this devotion than to 
repeat the words of verses 20 and 21 as they conclude the New 
Testament Journey… 20 “He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, 
I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.”
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