
BEACON

In This Issue:

PASTOR'S PEN
Page 2

MESSAGE FROM 
THE HEART

Page 3

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Page 4

MISSIONS
Page 5 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS &
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

Page 6

PRAYER REQUESTS &
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Page 7

t
h

e

in worship
Revelation: The Rise of Christ
December 1-29
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am
Using the book of Revelation, we will take a page out of Lucasfilm's Star 
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker and look at the themes of light/dark, good/
evil throughout the Christmas season.

DECEMBER 2019

Follow us:

Christmas at Living Word

Dec. 15 - The Joy of Christmas Worship Concerts
4:30 & 7:00 pm 

Childcare available at 4:30 pm for ages three and under 
 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship Services
5:00 pm Family Service - Family Focused, Child Led

7:00 pm Traditional Service - Candlelight
9:00 pm Contemporary Service - Candlelight

11:00 pm Traditional Service - Candlelight, Communion
Childcare available at 5:00 and 7:00 pm for ages three and under

Christmas Tree Lot Now Open
The Men's Club Christmas Tree Lot has many different trees to choose 
from. From tall to small, soft and fluffy, to fragrant and full. All proceeds 
go to Men's Club missions and scholarships. Tree lot hours are: Monday 
- closed, Tuesday through Friday - 2:00 - 7:00 pm, Saturday and Sunday - 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm.
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pastor's pen
Christmas Miracle Offering
Since 2008, Living Word has committed the Christmas Eve offering toward making a difference in the lives 
of others. For many years, people in Northeast Ghana, Africa, have benefitted through the digging of wells, 
construction of sanitation systems, and building of schools and chapels. I had the blessing of traveling to Ghana 
in October and I have seen firsthand the life-changing ministry that is on-going. In recent years, the Christmas 
Miracle Offering has expanded to support other life-transforming ministries.

The Mission Team met over the last two months to receive grant requests from a wide mix of local and 
international missions. Selected mission agencies will become Living Word Signature Missions for the coming 
year. These mission agencies receive grants from the Christmas Miracle Offering and become focal points of our 
mission work together. It was a tough decision as there were so many worthy organizations. I’m very excited to 
share with you the 2019 Miracle Offering Grant Recipients:

Agape Help House: Living Word will provide financial assistance grants to clients and assist in the purchase of a 
new walk-in freezer and updates to the store and pantry.

Circle of Concern: Living Word will once again work with the Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger” Food Drive.

Equine-Assisted Therapy: Living Word will provide scholarship assistance for differently-abled persons and 
veterans with post-traumatic stress.

HavenHouse Saint Louis: Living Word will provide assistance for lodging, food, transportation, and support 
services for patients and their families traveling to St. Louis for critical and urgent medical care.

Meramec Elementary: Living Word will continue employment of a reading interventionist and provide backpacks 
filled with St. Louis Public School lists of items as well as classroom supplies, teacher appreciation, bulletin board 
supplies, and take-home reading supplies.

Room at the Inn: Living Word will fund repairs to lighting to make their parking lot safer for clients, provide 
assistance to homeless clients for rent, utilities, and utility deposits, and provide funds for client transportation 
for reasons including medical, employment, and educational.

The Ghana Project: Living Word will support borehole wells, sanitation systems, chapels and schools in Northern 
and Eastern Ghana.

Mexico Mission Team: Living Word will provide funds for two Living Word Mission Teams to construct homes 
and repair damage to a church, provide funds for Ministerios Angels de Esperanza (medical facility) for medicine, 
dental supplies and a dental chair, and partner with the Wesley Development Fund to provide school scholarships 
for students.

Over the next several weeks you’ll hear much more about these missions and the work we’ll be doing with 
them. I hope you’ll take time to pray with your household about your contribution to the Christmas Miracle 
Offering. I’ve been a personal witness to actual miracles taking place through your generosity and know we are 
transforming lives on behalf of the One born on Christmas Day.

In Christ's Love,
Pastor Dave
disrael@livingwordumc.org
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By Donna Baker, Director of Traditional Music Ministries

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let earth receive her King!
The message of Christmas is truly a message of joy! It is an 
eternal message for all. During this Advent season, we take 
time to reflect on the wonderful miracle of light and love – the 
perfect Light, Jesus, Son of the Living God, who entered our 
world to guide us on the journey of life and faith. 

As we celebrate the joy of the season, I hope you will join us 
as we share in this wondrous miracle through music at The Joy 
of Christmas Concert on December 15, at 4:30 and 7:00 pm. 
The afternoon concert will feature children, youth and adult 
ensembles with orchestra, and the evening concert will feature 
youth and adult ensembles with orchestra. Childcare will be 
available for ages three and under at the 4:30 pm concert.

Message from the Heart

God has blessed us with the wonderful gift of Jesus Christ, our Lord. May we share His light and love with others 
so that they may come to know the joy of loving Him. 

“Born to reign in us forever, born to set his people free,
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.”



Important Information

Worship Attendance
November 3 - 524

November 10 - 504
November 17 - 512
November 24 - 588
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Save the Date
Dec. 7 - Breakfast with Santa

Dec. 8 - Confirmation Meeting
Dec. 15 - Coffee with the Pastor

Dec. 15 - Christmas Concert

Journey Through the New Testament 
Journey Through the New Testament Devotion 
Book Six (November 11 – December 30) and new 
small group lists as well as the reading checklist are 
available in the lobby or at livingwordumc.org. Sign 
up for a Journey Small Group at lwinfo.org.

Living Word Family Christmas Tree
You and your family are encouraged to bring an 
ornament to decorate the Living Word Family 
Christmas Tree in the lobby! You can bring your non-
breakable ornament anytime during Advent. Please 
put your name on the ornament. Ornaments can be 
picked up January 5.

Men's Club
Men's Club will meet Monday, December 2, at 6:30 
pm for dinner and a program. The speaker will be a 
Chesterfield City Hall representative who will discuss 
the future of the Chesterfield Mall. All men are 
welcome. For more information, please contact Steve 
Ernst at sbevetteman@live.com.   

Mary Martha Circle
Living Word's Mary Martha Circle will hold their 
Annual Christmas Meeting on Wednesday, December 
11, at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All women are 
invited for an evening of fellowship and fun as we 
gather to celebrate the Christmas season. Please 
bring a hot or cold appetizer for the buffet table. 
Dessert and beverages will be provided. For further 
information, please contact Circle president, Mary 
Ottenberg at 314-757-7598.

Coffee with the Pastor
Would you like to learn more about Living Word? 
Come to Coffee with the Pastor on Sunday, December 
15, at 10:00 am in Room 200. This casual get-together 
with Pastor Dave allows you to ask any questions you 
might have. Coffee, donuts and childcare provided.

Breakfast with Santa
Santa is coming to Living Word! Breakfast with Santa 
will be held at the church on Saturday, December 7, 
from 8:45 to 10:15 am. Enjoy a family breakfast of 
pancakes and sausage. Activities for the children 
include nativity dress-up, shopping for gifts in Santa's 
workshop, singing and visiting with Santa. Visit 
livingwordumc.org to purchase tickets. All families 
are welcome!

Senior Social
Please join in the fun for any of the Senior Social 
studies or activities in December. Invite a friend!

Dec. 3, 10: Senior Bible Study with Pastor Greg in 
Room 211/212 at 11:00 am.

Dec. 10: Senior Social Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 
at 12:00 pm - Please bring a salad or hot dish to share. 
Turkey, beverages and dessert will be provided.

Dec. 17: Senior Social Mission Activity in Room 
205/207 at 10:00 am - Pastor Brenda needs our help 
making "READ" signs for special reading centers at 
Meramec Elementary. Supplies will be provided - we 
just need your hands and creativity!

Year End Reminder
As 2019 comes to a close, please note that all 
contributions must be postmarked or received in 
the church office by noon on December 31 (last day 
of 2019 business) to be posted as a 2019 gift. If you 
need to confirm the balance of your 2019 pledge, feel 
free to contact Kim Cox at kcox@livingwordumc.org 
or 636-821-2800.

Church Building Hours
The church building will be closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 
in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day!

Living Word Inclement Weather Policy
St. Louis weather can be very unpredictable. To 
receive Living Word texts about church closings due 
to inclement weather, special services and other 
important information, please email your cell phone 
number to jhelgen@livingwordumc.org.
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missions
Christmas Miracle Offering
The family and friends of Living Word show their support of what God is doing in mission as they take half 
of what they would normally spend on Christmas gifts and offer it up for the international and local missions 
of our church. At our Christmas Eve services we take the opportunity during worship for this special offering. 
Families and individuals come forward and make this their gift to Jesus. 100% of your gift will go toward making a 
difference through missions of Living Word Church. These missions include Agape Help House, Circle of Concern, 
Equine-Assisted Therapy, HavenHouse, Meramec Elementary, Room at the Inn, The Ghana Project and Mexico 
Mission.

Thank You Living Word
Thank you to all of those who have made estimates of giving through our annual generosity campaign.

Your generosity will make it possible to plan the upcoming year and help us all "Live the Word." We will worship, 
learn, serve and celebrate together to strengthen our faith.

To date, 185 estimates have been made, totaling $1,439,811.00. This will allow Living Word to build a ministry 
plan that will intentionally share the love of Jesus Christ through personal and community outreach.

The new year is just around the corner, and plans are already being made for it. The nearly $2 million budget 
becomes more accurate as you participate through your estimate of giving. If you have not yet made your 
estimate, please do so by completing the Living the Word form you can find at the Welcome Desk, or by visiting 
lwinfo.org.  

Again, many thanks to all who are "Living the Word" and completed an Estimate of Giving.

HavenHouse Clothing and Household Goods Drive
Living Word contributed to the HavenHouse clothing drive through November 9. As a result of the drive, 
HavenHouse collected more than 3,000 pounds of donations and expect to receive a check for $600 as a result. 
I'd like to thank so much all those that helped us with the drive - I made five deliveries of items donated from 
Living Word, which was a great contribution!

Blessings,
David Evans

Agape Help House
Agape Help House would like to thank Living Word for all the egg cartons. At this point they have been blessed 
with such a great response and their limited space is full. Thank you to Living Word!

Berta Carpenter
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Check out livingwordumc.org/youth for updates, details and permission forms or contact Zach Davis, Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, at zdavis@livingwordumc.org for more information!

youth & young adults
Confirmation Informational Meeting
All seventh grade students and parents are invited to 
attend a confirmation informational meeting on Dec. 
8 at 11:45 am in the youth room. We will address 
the schedule and expectations of youth pursuing 
confirmation. Classes will be on Sunday afternoons 
at 12:30 pm, beginning Jan. 19, and will conclude on 
Apr. 19 with our 10:30 am Confirmation Service.

Christmas Party
All youth are invited to the Youth Christmas Party on 
Dec. 11 at 5:00 pm. We’ll leave by bus to go shopping 
for an “adopt-a-family” and then return to the church 
to wrap our gifts, finishing at 9:00 pm. Invite a friend 
and come with your holiday spirit! For more info or to 
register, visit livingwordumc.org/youth/. Living Word High School Youth at the recent Halloween Lock-In

Thank you to everyone who came and celebrated with us at the Pancake Breakfast! Thanks also to the amazing 
volunteers who helped make this fun event possible!

Church Family News



Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
For pre-surgery prayer, please call the Church Office at 636-821-2800 with surgery date and time, check-in time 
and hospital name. To add a prayer to the above list, please fill out the Connect Card Prayer Request section 
or you may email prayerchain@livingwordumc.org. To schedule a home visit please contact Val Novatny at 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 On-Call Phone: 636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers. Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: 
livingwordumc.org/care

To have cards sent: 
livingwordumc.org/care

Shirley Stevens
Tim Peters
Mary Hediger
Duke Goodwin
Janet Blair
Delaney Digman
Kevin Shukers
Bill Reichter
Jan Reichter

Bob Vincent
Stella Klein
Bill Cruse
Melva Kimker
Jim Stephens
Sophia Miller
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Nini Schneider

The Nishimura family on the loss of George K. Nishimura
The Haberman family on the loss of Stephanie Haberman's 
 husband, Harold Haberman
The MacGavin family on the loss of Don MacGavin's mother, 
 Marilyn MacGavin
The Wilhite and Crothers families on the loss of Lyle Crothers' 
 mother, Mary Lou Wilhite

GriefShare Beginning Monday, Feb. 3
If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member or friend, 
you’ve probably found that there are not many people 
who understand the deep hurt you feel. That’s the 
reason for GriefShare, a special seminar and support 
group for people grieving the loss of someone close. 
Each GriefShare session includes a video seminar 
featuring top experts on grief and recovery subjects 
with real-life stories of people who have experienced 
losses like yours.

GriefShare will begin Monday, Feb. 3, and will meet 
every Monday through Apr. 27 from 7:00-9:00 pm in 
Room 215/216. If you are interested in attending this 
13-week course, please register at livingwordumc.
org/living-word-news or contact Val Novatny, 
Director of Congregational Care at 636-821-2823 or 
vnovatny@livingwordumc.org. There is a $15 cost for 
the participant workbook.

congregational Care

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Are you blessed with the talent to knit or crochet? 
With winter weather upon us, it is a great time to 
knit and crochet. We are always in need of people 
to help us make prayer shawls for those who may be 
going through a difficult time. Because of a wonderful 
donation, all of the yarn is provided. We just need 
your hands and prayers. Stop by Val Novatny's office 
and “shop” the selection of yarn she has on hand. She 
also has easy prayer shawl directions if you need them. 
Please contact Val at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org if 
you have any questions. Thank you!
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17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

November at Living Word

LW Kids Choir, Pastor David visits Meramec Elementary, Living Word High School Youth Retreat, ECC 
Thanksgiving Feast, Pastor David's "Vision" Sermon, and Great Awakening High School Youth Choir


