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THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT .... MATERJALS  

- parable box containing:  

- white felt triangular underlay  
- 4 black felt strips Gail)  
- laminated king figure  
- 2 laminated servant figures  

1
  



  

 

 

 

  
King  

 

2  

 

Servants  



THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT .... 1\fATTHEW 18:21-35  

ACTIONS  

 

WORDS  

 

After speaking, walk slowly to the shelf and  

pick up the parable box with two hands.  

Return to your place in the circle.  

After speaking, gently trace the outline of  

the box. Sit in silence as you concentrate  

on the box and gather your words for the  

story.  

Rest your hands lightly on the box, touching  
it reverently.  

Slowly shake your head and smile.  

Nod your head confidently.  

Raise your eyebrows and shake your head.  

Lift the lid just slightly.  

Unfold white triangular underlay and slowly  
smooth it.  

-------------  
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Watch carefully where I go to get this story.  

Then, if you choose to make this your work  

today or another day, you will always know  

where to find it.  

All of the words to this story are inside of  

me because I have made this story my own.  

Will you make silence with me, please, so I  

can find all of the words to this story?  

This is a parable box. I wonder if there is  
really a parable inside this box?  

You see parables are very precious.  

This box looks a bit like a gift.  

Parables are like gifts. We can't go buy  

one, or even rent one, like we do a movie.  

Parables already belong to us.  

And like gifts, we don't always know what's  
inside by looking at the box.  

We have to take the lid off. If we take the  

lid off our box, maybe we will discover a  

parable.  

There were people who walked with the  

man who said amazing things and did  

wonderful things.  

One day Peter, who walked with him, said  

to the man, "When someone does something  

to hurt me, how many times should I  

forgive him? Seven times?"  

But the man told him, "Not just seven  
times, but seventy times seven."  



Place king left center of underlay.  

Place the first servant to the right of the  
king.  

Lay the first servant figure down to the right  
of the king.  

Look sad and lay hands .... like  
blessing ... on prone figure as you speak.  

Move the first servant figure to lower right  

of the underlay. Place the second servant to  

the left of him.  

Lay the second servant figure down to the  
left of the first servant figure.  

Shake your head angrily and move the  

second servant to the lower left of the  

underlay. Place black felt "bars" over him.  

Place the first servant to the right of the  
king.  
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Then he talked about the kingdom of  
heaven, which no one had seen, and where  

no one had been.  

The kingdom of heaven is like a king who  

decided to collect some money a servant  

owed him.  

One servant owed him money for 15 years  
of work.  

The king was told that the servant could not  

pay him, because he didn't have the money.  

So the king ordered his servant to be sold.  

The servant fell on his knees and begged the  

king not to punish him. He said he would  

try to pay back the money.  

The king felt sorry for him and forgave  

him. He told the servant that he did not  

have to pay back his debt, even though it  

was a lot of money.  

When the servant came out into the street he  

found another man who owed him money  

for one day of work.  

He grabbed the man by his throat and said,  
"Pay me what you owe me. "  

Then the man fell on his knees and begged  

the man not to punish him. He said he  

would try to pay back the money.  

But the servant, who had been forgiven, said  
"no." He had the man put in jail.  

When the king heard this story, he brought  
the servant to him.  



Remove "bars" from the second servant and  

place him in the parable box. Move the  

first servant to same spot and place "bars"  

over him.  

Place the laminated figures and felt strips in  

the box.  

Take the top point of the triangle and place  

it against the bottom straight side. Fold the  

top to the bottom. Then fold one side to  

meet the other side. Fold the point to the  

straight side. Place in the box and replace  

lid.  

After speaking, stand and walk slowly to the  

shelf, carrying the box with two hands, and  

replace it.  
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He said, "I forgave you and was kind to  

you. Couldn't you forgive someone else  

and be kind, too?"  

The king was very angry then and had the  

servant put in jail.  

And the man who said amazing things and  

did wonderful things told the people of God,  

"Because God has forgiven you, you must  

forgive other people. That is the way to be  

right with God."  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder if the king felt sad that the servant  

wasn't kind?  

I wonder if the second servant felt sad?  

Watch carefully how I put the materials  

back into the box. Then if you choose to  

work with this story, today or another day,  

you will know how to do this.  

This underlay needs to be folded so it will  

fit in our parable box. To fold the triangle  

we will put the point against this straight  

line. Now fold the top to the bottom. Then  

we can fold one side to meet the other side.  

Fold the point to the straight side. There,  

now it will fit.  

Watch very carefully where I return this  

story so you will know where to find it if  

you choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  



Go around the circle having each child  

choose their work. Dismiss the children  

ONLY when all have chosen their work.  

 

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? Let's go around the circle and  

decide.  

 

TIlE UNFORGIVING SERVANT .... TEACHER HELPS  

This parable is one that compares the kingdom of heaven to a place or event on earth.  

However, because it is primarily a judgment parable I have chosen to use the emphasis of  

Peter's opening statement in Matthew 18:21 when he asked Jesus how often he was supposed  

to forgive someone. Peter suggests seven times as a fair number of times to forgive. But Jesus  

tells Peter that it must be "seventy times seven". In putting that figure to it Jesus was trying to  

help his disciples understand that with forgiveness there is no putting numbers to it or keeping  

track. Forgiveness must come freely and openly and continually.  

Jesus then begins to tell the parable. In this story the amount of money the first servant  

owes is very important. The highest number used in reckoning was 10,000 and the largest form  

of currency was the talent. Jesus intentionally shows the great disparity between the amount  

owed by the first and second servants.  

When the first servant is brought to the king the forgiveness is overwhelming. Not only  

is he released (probably from debtor's prison) but he is set free from his debt as well. The king  

in this parable is to be understood as God. The forgiveness is unconditional, the king does not  

ask the man to work to pay back his debt. He simply cancels the debt and sends the man back  

to life.  

The first servant then refuses to do the same to another servant who owed him a mere  

100 denarii. Immediately the grace of God is thrown into contrast with the grace of the one who  

has been forgiven.  

This parable comes in the Bible following the disciple's questions about who would be  

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus responds by bringing to them a child. Jesus then  

warns against temptation and against leading new believers astray. Then follows the parable of  

the lost sheep. Jesus next tells his disciples to go to the ones who have sinned against them  

alone, and then taking witnesses if necessary. Then follows Peter's question about forgiveness.  

Notice that this entire passage is devoted to the disciples, not to the Pharisees or scribes. Jesus  

is making sure that his followers understand the importance of the lessons he is teaching. The  

lessons of temptation, the importance of children (or young/new believers) and forgiveness are  

for those special people who walked and lived with Jesus.  

The wondering questions for this lesson have to do with the feelings of the persons in the  

parable. This is, once again, using a sanctified imagination. As the children begin to question  

the feelings of others, they may find a place where they begin to understand some of their own  
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feelings. Sometimes children, and adults, too, don't want to forgive. They prefer to hold on  

to hurt. It is a great task, sometimes, to turn forgiveness over to God.  

The lesson in this parable is that since God has shown us how to forgive, by forgiving  

each and everyone of us, we are then to forgive those people who hurt or anger us here.  

Through us those people we forgive will see the face of Christ.  

You may have noticed that we do not capitalize "kingdom" when referring to the  

"kingdom of God". This is intentional. It's very easy for adults and therefore easier for  

children to concretize the "kingdom" as a geographical place (much like "heaven" is seen to be  

above the clouds). We are urging a growth for all of us to understand the "kingdom" as broader  

than that. It is here and now, within us, around us, and yet to be.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

Sometimes it feels good to be angry! It feels especially good if we know that we were right and  

someone else did something wrong. But Jesus expects us all to forgive when people ask for  

forgiveness. Think of the last time someone said, "I'm really sorry!" How did you feel? Did  

you want to stay angry or hurt or were you ready to put away the anger and forgive the person?  

Jesus understood that staying in relationships, being friends is very hard work. It's only made  

harder when we refuse to forgive someone and hold a grudge. Think of a time when you missed  

being friends with someone for days or weeks or maybe even months because you couldn't  

forgive each other. How did you feel? What would you do if you could do it again?  

Someone has said that the hardest seven words in the English language are, "I'm sorry. Will  

you forgive me?" Think about someone that you need to ask for forgiveness. You don't need  

to share this if you don't want to, but consider how you can ask for forgiveness today. Also,  

think of something that you need to forgive, an anger or hurt that you need to let go of. Now  

close your eyes and imagine taking that pain and putting it in a balloon. Imagine letting the  

balloon go and away goes all the hurt and anger. Then imagine yourself writing or talking to  

the person who was the reason for the pain. Next, see yourself forgiving them.  
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