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INTRODUCTION TO LENT-- YEAR 2  

The season of Lent is another "waiting time". The Good Shepherd program makes it  

easy for children to see the time pass as they prepare to experience Easter.  

The stage is set for Lent by using a series of seven cards. The first six cards are purple  

with one side showing a blackened silhouette and the seventh card is white with one side  

showing a blackened silhouette. Each week the cards are removed from the Lent-2 basket and  

laid out in a straight line to your left with the solid side facing upward. As each week's story  

is shared, the card is turned over. The first week the purple card with the silhouette  

symbolizing the story of "Waving Palms" is revealed. The second week that card and the one  

with the silhouette symbolizing the story of "In Memory Of Her" are revealed. And so on.  

Each week we begin with card one, asking the children to mentally recall each part of the Lent  

story, before telling the current week's story.  

During the story response time, the children are encouraged to take the Lent-2 basket and  

the story basket from the shelf and see if they can tell the story each week. By using the Lent  

cards and the story figures the children look ahead with great anticipation to the joy and wonder  

of Easter.  

Each lesson in the Lent series tells you what story, story figures and Lent cards are to  

be used. During the "circle of light" be sure to place the appropriate bookmark representing  

each week's story in the Good Shepherd classroom Bible. This allows the children, non-readers  

as well as readers, to become familiar with where the Lent stories are found in the Bible.  

An optional activity you may want to include at the start of the "circle of light" each  

week is the use of the church year puzzle. It illustrates the passage of the weeks of Lent as we  

move toward Easter. This is how you would do it the first week of Lent:  

When the children return to the circle for the "circle of light", bring out the church  

puzzle.  

 

ACTIONS  

Hold up the church year puzzle.  

Touch the first week of Lent.  

Touch each purple piece as you count it.  
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WORDS  

This is the circle of the church year. It  

helps us see how the time of God's people is  

divided.  

We have just started Lent so we are right  
here on this first purple piece.  

We will wait 1,2,3,4,5,6 weeks for a very  
special Easter celebration.  



At this point begin the "circle of light" as usual. For weeks two through six simply  

move the markers on the church year puzzle before each circle of light and adapt your words  

accordingly. On week seven you will be at a white marker and it will be obvious the holy day  

of Easter has arrived.  

During this time called Lent we learn a lot about Jesus, the stories he told and the things  

he did. We learn about his relationships with his friends and the people who followed him. The  

message of Lent is heard as we gradually begin to understand that Jesus showed himself to be  

the Messiah.  
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MATERIALS USED DURING LENT -- YEAR 2  

The medium Lent-2 basket on the shelf contains:  

- a set of 7 cards are used each week in the following order:  

- a purple card with palm branch silhouette  

- a purple card with bottle silhouette  

- a purple card with man with withered hand silhouette  

- a purple card with table silhouette  

- a purple card with chalice and paten silhouette  

- a purple card with money pouch and coins silhouette  

- a white card with an empty tomb and cross silhouette  

The story sets are used in the following order:  

- Waving Palms basket  

- In Memory Of Her basket  

- Jesus Heals On The Sabbath basket  

- Jesus Cleanses The Temple basket  

- The Last Supper basket  

- Judas Betrays Jesus basket  

- Crucifixion and Resurrection basket  

Items needed from the worship shelf for Lent:  

- chalice (for use with the Last Supper basket)*  

- paten (for use with the Last Supper basket)*  

The church year puzzle used as an optional activity each week during the "circle of light"  

can be purchased separately from our Good Shepherd Accessories order form.  

If communion is served during the "circle of light" the week The Last Supper story is  

presented you will need to purchase bread and grape juice.  

* These items are not furnished for you. We recommend their use and hope you can acquire  
them locally.  
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JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE .... MA TERIALS  

- medium rectangular wicker basket to hold:  

- wooden temple backdrop  
- wooden figure of Jesus  
- wooden temple table  
- wooden sheep  
- 2 wooden figures of money-changers  
- wooden figure of a Jew  

- from worship shelf  

- Lent-2 basket containing 7 cards  
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Jesus  

 

Jew  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Money-Changers  
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Sheep  



JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE ...• JOHN 2:13-22  

ACTIONS  

 

WORDS  

 

After speaking, stand and get the Lent-Z  

basket from the worship shelf. Get the  

story basket from its shelf. Bring them to  

the circle and sit down.  

Allow 10-15 seconds of silence as you  

reverently touch the Lent cards or wooden  

figures to center yourself and the children.  

Point to the worship shelf.  

Remove the six purple cards from the Lent-  

2 basket and lay them out with the plain  

purple side showing in a straight line  

starting to your outer left.  

Remove the white card from the Lent-Z  

basket and lay it next to the purple card  

closest to you with the plain white side  

showing.  

Turn the first purple card over so the  

silhouette of the palm branch shows. Touch  

it reverently.  

Turn the second purple card over so the  

silhouette of the bottle shows. Touch it  

reveren tl y .  

Turn the third purple card over so the  

silhouette of the man with a withered hand  

shows. Touch it reverently.  

Turn the fourth purple card over so the  
silhouette of the table shows.  
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Watch carefully where I go to get these  

materials so you will know where to find  

them if you choose to make this your work  

today or another day.  

All the words to this story are inside of me.  

Will you will make silence with me so I can  

find all the words to this story?  

The worship cloth is purple and we know  

we are waiting. This is the fourth week of  

Lent.  

These are the Lent cards.  

They will help us understand the stories we  

hear during Lent and make us ready for the  

time we are waiting for ... Easter.  

The first week of Lent we learned about  

Jesus coming into the city of Jerusalem  

while the people waved palms.  

The second week of Lent we learned about  
a woman that Jesus said to remember.  

The third week of Lent (last week) we  

learned about Jesus healing a man on the  

Sabbath.  

This fourth week of Lent we will hear about  

how Jesus chased the money-changers from  

the temple.  



-------_._----_... -_._- _._ ... _ .. _ .... _ .. _ .. _-_._----_._--------------------  

 

Place Jesus in the center of the storytelling  

area.  

Place the temple backdrop to the right of  

Jesus, but very close to you. Place the two  

money-changers in the center of the temple  

backdrop. Place the temple table in front of  

them and the sheep to the right of the temple  

table. Move Jesus to the left of the temple  

table.  

Point to the sheep.  

Touch the money-changers behind the  

temple table.  

Softly emphasize the word "very". Then  

pantomime twisting together several ropes to  

make a whip.  

Move the sheep and two money-changers  

very quickly to the left of the temple  

backdrop.  

Turn the temple table over.  

Turn Jesus to face left as if speaking to the  

people outside of the temple.  

Touch your forehead with one hand, as  

though remembering.  

Place the figure of the Jew to the left of  

Jesus.  

Hold up three fingers as you speak.  

Touch the temple backdrop as you speak and  

emphasize the word "forty-six".  
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It was time for the festival of Passover and  

Jesus was in Jerusalem.  

Jesus went to the temple to worship.  

There he found people selling sheep and  

cattle and pigeons.  

He found money-changers cheating people.  

Jesus became very angry. He made a whip  

out of ropes.  

With the whip he chased the animals and  

people cheating others out of the temple.  

He overturned the tables and told the  

people to take their things away.  

Jesus said, "You shall not make my Father's  

house a house of business. "  

Jesus' disciples remembered a part of the  

Old Testament that said, "Caring for God's  

house will be in him."  

Some Jews asked him, "What sign can you  

give us for doing this?"  

Jesus said, "Destroy this temple and in three  

days I will build it up. "  

The Jews said, "It took forty-six years to  

build the temple and you will do it in three  

days?"  



Gently touch the Jesus figure.  

Move the Jesus figure to the center front of  

the storytelling area and reverently touch the  

figure.  

Place the wooden figures into the story  
basket.  

Pick up the first four Lent cards and place  
them in the Lent-2 basket.  

Pick up the remaining two purple cards and  

then pick up the white card and place them  

in the Lent-2 basket.  

After speaking, stand and carry the story  

basket back to its shelf and the Lent-2  

basket back to the worship shelf. Return to  

the circle.  

Be sure ALL children have had a chance to  

choose their work before dismissing the  

children.  
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But Jesus was speaking of his body.  

Later, when Jesus was raised from the dead,  

his disciples talked about these words he  

said.  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder if people in the temple were afraid  
of Jesus?  

I wonder if what Jesus did made God happy  
or sad?  

I wonder if Jesus knew he would die when  
he was in the temple?  

I wonder if we ever do things in church that  
make God sad?  

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to use them if  

you choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  

This is the fourth week of Lent.  

We will wait and make ourselves ready for  
three more weeks, then it will be Easter.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? Let's go around the circle and  

choose what each of us will do.  



 

JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE .... TEACHER HELPS  

John places the cleansing of the temple toward the beginning of Jesus' ministry. He does  

so to symbolically prepare the temple for Jesus' ministry. (The Interpreter's One-Volume  

Commentary on the Bible, edited by Charles Laymon, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1987, p.699)  

Matthew, Mark and Luke put the cleansing of the temple in the last week of Jesus' life as he  

came into Jerusalem for his last passover and his death. I've chosen to include it in the Lenten  

cycle because it is most often used during Lent and most churches recognize the three gospel  

accounts as the ones they've chosen to accept. I do not feel it is particularly important when  

the event happened. I would rather focus on the content of the passage.  

As usual, the author of John's gospel bases our understanding of Jesus as Messiah firmly  

in the Old Testament. John quotes Psalm 69:9 when he has the disciples remember the Old  

Testament passage about "zeal for the Lord's house consuming him". Again, John gives us  

another "sign" that Jesus truly was the Messiah, the Christ.  

Jesus would have dealt a harsh blow to the powers of the Jerusalem temple. Money-  

changers were in the temple because only certain coins were acceptable to use in the temple  

offerings. Galilean sheckels would have to be replaced. Of course, there was a fee charged for  

changing the money into acceptable currency. Also, animals for people to offer as sacrifices  

would be sold. No one came to the temple without giving a sin offering or guilt offering.  

While it was possible to bring an animal from home, the priests were very particular about  

which animals would be acceptable. Usually the animal brought by the poor peasants was not  

acceptable. Then the vendors would sell, at astronomically high prices, acceptable animals. I  

believe much of Jesus anger was not directed at the fact that the people in the temple were  

providing a service, but that they were cheating people in God's house. It was bad enough to  

do that in the marketplace, but in the temple it was an incredible heresy.  

This is one of the few stories where we have an account of Jesus being very angry. Only  

in John does Jesus use a whip to drive the people and animals from the temple. The  

conversation that follows with the Jews shows, again, the lack of understanding the people of  

Jesus' time had about who he was. When Jesus spoke of raising the temple all the Jews could  

think of was that it had taken forty-six years to build the temple. Now Jesus said that he would  

do it in three days. Jesus was trying to tell them that God no longer dwelt in this temple, as the  

Old Testament Jews believed, but that God dwelt in him and he would be raised up after three  

days.  

When we wonder about people being afraid of Jesus we enter a place where young  

children are more comfortable than older children and adults. They have not yet understood that  

Jesus is "holy". They will see him as more "real" than the older children and therefore are  

more likely to accept his anger and people's possible fear of him.  
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The second question wonders if God is happy or sad with what Jesus did. I've wondered  

that for a long time. Jesus was protecting God's house of worship, and yet it was done in a very  

violent way. The children's responses will probably be that God was happy with what Jesus had  

done.  

When we wonder about Jesus' knowledge of his death, we are giving the older child a  

chance to stretch farther than the young child. The older child can deal with an understanding  

of the future that the young child cannot yet understand. Allow all answers, even though you  

may believe you have the right one.  

The final question brings us to our lives today. It's important for the children to look  

with Jesus' eyes at what happens in their local church. Does the selling of tickets, taking of  

registrations and marketing of programs edify God and glorify the work of God or does it make  

a mockery of the place we choose to worship? It's a difficult question and one the children will  

need to deal with now and later.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

Talk about why Jesus needed to make a whip to drive the money-changers out of the temple.  

(Teachers: Here you might want to share the information in the teacher helps about the role of  

the money-changers and those selling animals.)  

There were people who had made a lucrative business out of dealing in the temple. What would  

those people have thought of Jesus?  

Jesus spoke about the temple being raised in three days. What did he mean?  
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