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TREASURE IN A FIELD •••• MA TERIALS  

- parable box containing:  

- tan felt oval underlay  
- brown felt field  
- laminated figure of man who buys field  
- laminated figure of man who sells field  
- laminated treasure  
- 3 laminated possessions (chair, lamp, rug)  
- laminated money pouch  
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TREASURE IN A FIELD .... MATTHEW 13:44  

ACTIONS  

After speaking, walk slowly to the shelf and  

pick up the parable box with two hands.  

Return to your place in the circle and sit  

down.  

After speaking, sit in silence as you gently  

trace the outline of the parable box with  

your finger and gather your words for the  

story.  

Rest your hands lightly on the box, touching  

it reverently.  

Slowly shake your head and smile.  

Nod your head confidently.  

Raise your eyebrows and shake your head.  

Lift the lid just slightly.  

Lean forward and speak softly, but  
intensely.  

Nod your head as you speak.  

Hold up both hands, palms up and then  

shake your head as you speak of never  

having been in the kingdom.  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  

All of the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you make silence with me, please,  

so I can find all of the words to this story?  

This is a parable box. I wonder if there is  

really a parable inside this box?  

You see parables are very precious.  

This box looks a bit like a gift.  

Parables are like gifts. We can't go buy  

one, or even rent one, like we do a movie.  

Parables already belong to us.  

And like gifts, we don't always know what's  

inside by looking at the box.  

We have to take the lid off. If we take the  

lid off our box, maybe we will discover a  

parable.  

Once there was a man who said amazing  
things and did wonderful things.  

Sometimes the man spoke of the kingdom of  
heaven.  

And the people would ask him what the  

kingdom of heaven was like, for they had  

never been there or known anyone who had.  



Take the lid off the parable box. Remove  

the tan underlay. Carefully unfold and  

smooth it in front of you.  

Place the three possessions and the figure of  

the man who buys the field at the far left on  

the underlay. Place the treasure on the  

brown felt field at the far right on the  

underlay.  

Move the man who buys the field next to  

the treasure. Touch the treasure.  

Place the treasure under the brown felt field.  

Move the man who buys the field back near  

his possessions.  

Put the three possessions back into the  

parable box and take the money pouch out  

and place it next to the man who buys the  

field.  

Remove the figure of the man who sells the  

field from the parable box and place it in the  

center of the underlay. Move the man who  

buys the field and the money pouch to the  

left of the man who sells the field.  

Leave the money pouch by the man who  

sells the field and move the man who buys  

the field to the left of the brown felt field.  

Expose the treasure by removing the brown  

felt field and putting it back in the parable  

box.  
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The man who said amazing things and did  

wonderful things smiled and told them this  

parable:  

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure  

hidden in a field.  

When a man went into the field, he found  

the treasure.  

Then he covered the treasure and went  

home.  

At home he took everything he owned and  

sold it to get money.  

Then he went and bought the field from the  

one who owned it.  

Now the treasure is his.  



WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder what the treasure looked like?  

I wonder how much money it took to buy  
the field?  

I wonder what the man did without all his  
things?  

I wonder how we can get the kingdom of  

heaven?  

 

Place all the laminated pieces in the parable  

box.  

Beginning at either side, fold the underlay to  

the other side.  

Repeat the side to side fold.  

Carefully place the top edge against the  

bottom edge and place it in the box.  

After speaking, stand and carry the parable  

box to its shelf. Then return to the circle  

and sit down.  

Be certain each child has had the  

opportunity to choose their work before  

dismissing them all together.  

 

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to handle them  

if you choose to make this story your work  

today or another day.  

This tan underlay can be folded by taking  

this edge and folding it to this edge.  

Let's do that again.  

Now, if we put this top part by the bottom  

part it should fit in the box.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? Let's go around the circle and  

choose what each of us will do.  

 

TREASURE IN A FIELD .... TEACHER HELPS  

It always amazes me that there is so much of a story in one simple verse in the Bible.  

Much of that ability to condense a large metaphor into a few words is a skill at which the writer  

of Matthew seems particular able. It's very easy to lose sight of what is important in this  

parable. We tend to get wrapped up in the man hiding the treasure. But this is not the main  
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point of the parable. The main point is that the man sold everything he had so he could get the  

treasure. The message to the early church and Jesus' earlier listeners was that this gift of the  

kingdom is worth much more than any and all possessions you may have. When the children  

hear this parable, they may think back to the story of the rich young man, who couldn't bring  

himself to sell all that he had and follow Jesus.  

The kingdom of heaven is, for us, a spiritual concept. We do not live in a land and time  

where the understanding of a kingdom is as common as it was in Jesus' day. The author of  

Matthew taught that the kingdom to which Jesus referred, was to be lived out within the early  

church or community of faith, while also holding out a hope for that kingdom to be perfected  

in the future. In that kingdom they were to live in harmony and peace, giving to each as he or  

she needed. The early followers of Jesus did not teach about the kingdom as something in the  

distant future. They believed that Jesus would return very soon, so their task was to establish  

the kingdom of heaven, here, on earth among the believers in Jesus.  

Our understanding of the kingdom of God is twofold. It is here and now, definitely.  
But it is, also, the final reward of the faithful after death. It is difficult not to fallout on either  

side of the kingdom. If we believe it to be only in the future, then we are less likely to take  

responsibility to work toward it here, in our lifetime. If we conceive of the kingdom only being  

valid here and now, we leave little hope for our future after death.  

Young children will not understand the kingdom of heaven as anything other than a  

concrete. One little child I know equates the kingdom of heaven with the Magic Kingdom at  

Walt Disney World. But she will grow and eventually, the kingdom will be in her  

understanding as it is in ours.  

We begin our wondering with trying to imagine what the treasure looked like. Was it  

coins, jewels or gold? We don't know, but it makes a wonderful wondering time.  

The second question is a very practical one. How much did it cost to buy the field? Did  

the man have enough possessions to buy the field that held the treasure? Obviously, young  

children will respond with the amount of a dollar or maybe five dollars or on the other end,  

maybe a hundred million dollars! Older ones will be more realistic and will understand that the  

field was expensive, as is most all land.  

When you wonder what the man did without all his things, allow some silence. The  

children will need just a moment to make all the man's things into all their things. What would  

they do without their possessions? Encourage each of them to think of the thing they own that  

is the most special to them and then imagine their life without it.  

Finally, we wonder how we can get the kingdom. None of us completely understand  

that. We take it by faith. Faith is something that little children have a lot of, while having very  

little understanding of it. They will deal with "works righteousness". They will say they need  

to "be good" and "not do bad things". Older children may respond that the kingdom is ours,  
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if we believe in Jesus. Follow that with, "I wonder how we make the kingdom here on earth?"  

Encourage the children to talk and wonder.  

SUGGESTED DISCUSSIONS QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

Was the man who bought the field being deceitful when he didn't tell the man who sold the field  

about the treasure? Why would Jesus use that as an example in his parable?  

Can you think of anything that you want so much that you would give up everything you have  

to get it? What and why? How do you feel when you imagine giving everything up for the  

kingdom of heaven? Does that make sense to you?  

How would you expect the kingdom of God to look on earth?  
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