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THE LOST COIN •.•• MATERIALS  

- parable box containing:  

- yellow felt circle underlay  
- laminated figure of a woman with a broom  
- laminated group of figures of friends and neighbors  
- laminated chair  
- laminated lamp  
- laminated rug  
- laminated table  
- an envelope containing:  

- 10 laminated coins  
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THE LOST COIN .••• LUKE 15:1-3, 8-10  

ACTIONS  

After speaking, walk slowly to the shelf and  

pick up the parable box with two hands.  

Return to your place in the circle and sit  

down.  

After speaking, sit in silence as you gently  

trace the outline of the parable box with  

your finger and gather your words for the  

story.  

Rest your hands lightly on the box, touching  
it reverently.  

Slowly shake your head and smile.  

Nod your head confidently.  

Raise your eyebrows and shake your head.  

Lift the lid just slightly.  

Lean forward as you speak softly.  

Nod your head and smile,  

Take the lid off the parable box.  

----------  
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WORDS  

Watch carefully where I go to get this story  

so you will know where to find it if you  

choose to make this your work today or  

another day.  

All of the words to this story are inside of  

me. Will you make silence with me, please,  

so I can find all of the words to this story?  

This is a parable box. I wonder if there is  
really a parable inside this box?  

You see parables are very precious.  

This box looks a bit like a gift.  

Parables are like gifts. We can't go buy  

one, or even rent one, like we do a movie.  

Parables already belong to us.  

And like gifts, we don't always know what's  
inside by looking at the box.  

We have to take the lid off. If we take the  

lid off our box, maybe we will discover a  

parable.  

Once there was a man who said amazing  
things and did wonderful things.  

The leaders in the church of the man said  
that God only loved people like them.  

But the man who said amazing things and  

did wonderful things loved all kinds of  

people.  

The man had dinner with people the church  
leaders thought were sinners.  



 

Remove the yellow underlay from the box.  
Carefully unfold and smooth the underlay in  

front of you.  

Place the woman in the center of the  

underlay. Place table, chair, rug and ten  

coins around her.  

Take one coin and put it under the rug.  

Place the lamp on the underlay and move  

the woman with the broom around the area.  

Pick up and replace each piece of furniture,  

finally picking up the rug and exposing the  

lost coin.  

Hold up the coin. Then place the group of  
friends and neighbors next to the woman.  

Touch the group of friends and neighbors as  
you speak.  

Lean forward and speak very quietly, but  
happily.  
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When the church leaders said, "This man  
welcomes sinners and eats with them," the  

man told this parable:  

Once there was a woman who had ten silver  
coins.  

One day she lost one coin.  

The woman lit a lamp and swept the whole  
house.  

She moved the furni ture and lifted up the  
rugs until she found the coin.  

When she found the coin she called together  
all her friends and neighbors.  

She said to them,"Be happy with me! I  
have just found the coin that I lost. "  

Then the man who said amazing things and  

did wonderful things said, "It is just like  

that with the angels. There is joy before  

God's angels when one sinner changes and  

becomes one of God's people."  

WONDERING QUESTIONS:  

I wonder how the woman got ten coins?  

I wonder where the woman found the coin?  

I wonder how you know the angels of God  
are happy?  

I wonder why anyone would think God only  
loves certain people?  



Return the coins to their envelope. Place  

the envelope and the laminated pieces in the  

parable box.  

Take one side of the circle underlay and fold  

it over against the opposite side. Smooth  

the straight line.  

Take the top of the circle and lay it against  

the part nearest you. Smooth the straight  

line.  

Repeat the top to bottom fold and the side to  

side fold and place it in the box.  

After speaking, stand and carry the parable  

box to its shelf. Then return to the circle  

and sit down.  

Be certain each child has had the  

opportunity to choose their work before  

dismissing them all together.  

TIlE LOST COIN .... TEACHER HELPS  

 

Watch carefully how I put these materials  

away so you will know how to handle them  

if you choose to make this story your work  

today or another day.  

Circles can be very hard to fold. Just start  

anywhere and touch that piece to the other  

side. Then you have a straight line.  

Next, take the top and put it by the bottom.  

There, now we have another straight line.  

We need to touch the top to the bottom and  

the side to the side. Now it will fit in our  

box.  

Watch carefully where I return this story so  

you will know where to find it if you choose  

to make this your work today or another  

day.  

I wonder what you will make your work  

today? Let's go around the circle and  

choose what each of us will do.  

 
\  

I feel the parable of the lost coin should be taught to children for three reasons. First,  
it is a parable that children can easily understand and to which they can relate. Many, if not all  

of them, have at one time or another lost something that is very precious to them. It may have  

been a toy, money or a favorite stuffed animal. Those who found the precious item understand  

the happiness of the woman who found the coin.  

The second reason the parable should be taught is because it is the least told of the three  

"lost" parables. The parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost son (prodigal) are told  

most often. There's a part of me that says that is so because The Lost Coin is about a woman.  

Many of the stories about women in the Bible have been ignored by scholars and preachers.  

Since the introduction to this parable includes the Pharisees and scribes taking offense, because  

Jesus chooses to be with those they consider to be less than them, it seems appropriate to tell  

this story that speaks of another group of people who were thought to be less than the Pharisees  

and scribes, women.  
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Thirdly, but most of all, the story teaches this truth: There is rejoicing when even one  
who is not part of God's family is brought into it.  

It would have been unusual for a woman to have ten silver coins. They may have been  

part of her dowry or an inheritance. It was probably all the property the woman owned. A  

woman's dowry was her own, but everything else would have belonged to her husband, father  

and sons. Notice that the woman is not passive about the coin. She doesn't wait for it to  

appear. Instead, like the shepherd who goes after the sheep, the woman goes to look for the  

coin. She doesn't just dust the middle of her floor, she moves the furniture, the rugs, the cat,  

whatever it took to find her coin!  

When she finds it, she calls in all her friends and neighbors. She didn't rejoice alone,  

but within a community of those who would understand her joy. So often we cry alone and  

celebrate alone. Neither are what God intended. We have a community of faith so there are  

people to share our sorrows and our joys.  

Jesus finishes the parable by reminding the listeners that this woman's joy is like the joy  

of the angels of heaven. This probably means the court of heaven or God. (Ihe Interpreter's 

 One-Volume Commentary on the Bible, edited by Charles Laymon, Nashville: Abingdon Press,  

1987, p.695) In our churches, when we catch ourselves thinking we must have hundreds or  

thousands of people attending our services and programs, we need to remember this story. Just  

one small piece or one small person is worthy of our time and the angels' songs.  

It will be interesting to hear our children tell where the woman got the ten coins. Some  

may say she got them from a bank or a store. Others may respond that her dad or her husband  

gave them to her. (See the note to teachers under the first "suggested discussion questions for  

older children" for help here.)  

The second question has always been my wonderment. Where did she find it? Was it  

under a rug or behind a curtain? Where? Let the imaginations of the children run loose.  

The last two questions are to help create a sanctified imagination in the children. It  

teaches them to construct a "might-have-been world" in which God becomes like us and we like  

God. We then can easily explain all the "God things" that happen in the Bible.  
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SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR OLDER CHILDREN:  

How do you feel about the woman having so little? How do you feel about her rejoicing when  

she found one small coin? (Teachers: You may wish to share with the older children the  

information about the woman's dowry.)  

Are there any people that you believe God does not love because of how they look, dress or  

talk? Why would the Pharisees and scribes have felt that God wanted only a certain kind of  

people?  

Think about something you've lost and then found. Did you tell anyone? What was their  
response? How did you feel when you got it back? Share your experience with the group.  
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